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. . , , CHAP. I. 

JL H£ atirxiety of Sir Hugh de Bolebecand 
his Lady^ at this critical moment^ in whicfi 
expectation had again revived^ and Jiope 
once more began to dawn^ was even 
gr€ater> if possible, thän when they counted 
the ling^ring hours of that tedious night 

on which the lovely Edward first disap- 
pcäfed* . 

-iroii, II. B The 
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The hermitage in which Merlin had fixed 
his solitary abode^ was about two miles 
distant from the banks of the Wye. Rose- 
mont niins were part of an antient Castle^ 
once inbabited by the Mortitners, who 
had long abandoned the dilapidated edifice^ 
for their more magnificent residence at 
Wigmore. The building^ thus neglected, 
tiad fallen into complete decay> and was 
every where övergrown witb brambles, or 
hidden among the ivy, It had been, timc 
imm^morial^ the haunt of wolves and 
foxes ; the portentous croaking of the ra- 
ven resounded from the tott^ring battle- 
ments; and the melancboly note of tne 
solitary bird of night, was echoed by the 
brokeft arche». U was so melanoholy and 
ISO dismal in ils appearance, that without 
mtich violence of metapbor^ it might have 
been described as the' '' habitaiion qf dra^ 
g<in9/' and '' ihe place where satyrs dxioeU.'' 

Such, indeedj was the universal preju- 
Stce x>f the cottagers, partly inculcated by 
the growing terrors of hereditary sut^ffsli« 
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ttons, partly arising from the depredations 
cotninitted upon their flocks by the prowl- 
itig wolf, whö made the vaulte of fhe Castle 
of Rosemont his retreat, that not a living 
soul would approacK ^the ruins, even in^ 
broad daylight: and their terrors were 
augmented, by traditions of ** many a foul 
and midiiight murder/' whicb> in " the 
oulden times/^ had glutted the savage ty« 
rants of this wide domain. 

Such was the place in which, according 
to the account delivered by the black spi- 
rit, 'the '' unfortunate woman*' was con- 
ci^lfed. 

'We 'äistance of Rosemont from the 
hermit's cell^ was about four or five miles 
•-^he hill, from whose summit Merlin had, 
Seen the distressed person, was about a 
mile northward from the ruins c^ the Castle^ 
and nearer the hermitage. 

The events of the night had occasioned 
Devereux to forget his maladies^ until his 
physicians Md^Iin^ reminded him fbat the 
col^bartb> aad the herbs which had been 

B 2 ' given 
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given him; must berepeated daily. How- 
ever, as the business which now occupied 
ihe attention of everv one at Mordeford 
Castle, was paramount to erery other con- 
«ideration, Devereux easily excused him- 
self from following Merlin's prescriptions 
. for a few days. 

Sir Humphrey attempted to prevail on 
the hermit to accompany them on their 
intended search} in bis new dress; but this 
he positively refused;-* and thcrefore 
again equipped himself in the party-cor- 
loured vest, the fanciful hat, and clumsy 
sandals, which, he said, that he had now 
worn for forty years* 

Very early in the morning the Company 
set forward; and lest they sbould meet wLth 
enemies to encounter, in the wild and sa- 
vage taiants of the ruins of Rosemont," or 
" men, more savage and more wild than 
th^^" Bohun ordered several of bis ser- 
vants to attend them« with pikes and.böws. 
Devereux,' whoseyouth andactivjty ad- 
miüably qualified bim. for such an under- 

taking. 
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faking, was dressed as a bowmnn, had a 
quiver of arrows at his back, and a light 
spear in his band. 

The knights were girded with thcir 
swords^ and each of tbcm also carried a 
spear. 

Merlin* had his vt%wz\ staflT — and encou- 
raged by bis dependance on the prophelic 
spirit of his invisible friend, when accoir- 
Ired for the expedilion, approached Lady 
BolebeCj with an air much more like that 
of a courrier than a recluse of the forest, 
and^ with equal respect and gallantry^ 
bade her rely on the goodness of Pro vi- 
dence, for the resuh of this day's- enqiiiry 
— whicb, jf itj-id not restore her infäntto 
herarms, would> in all probability^ at least 
clear up the mystery in which his abserice 
had been hitberto involved, and must 
therefore be prod'uctive of consolation^ ii 
not of happiness. 

Joy lighted up the countenance of the 
old man — and he declared that he had not;, 
for many }^ars^ experienced so delicious ai 

B 3 momeiit». 
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tnomi^nt^ as that which noy^ prpmiseti to 
Jpender him useful to his^eUow-creatiirc^. 

Arriving at the hermitage, Merliö 
shewed the Company the pitcher, out of 
which the unknown person had been sup* 
plied with milk ; and the pallet on which 
he was lying down to repose, when the 
black spirit first whi&pered in his ear; and 
pointed out the respectivesituations which 
the invisible häd seemed to occupy^ at his 
drifferent visits» 

Among the pebbles zi the brink o^f the 

IBprin^, were still lying some of the pieces 

iöf möney, which the berroit had scomfuHy 

thtown away ; for such was the vcn^sra-* 

tipn in which the old maii was held^ for hi« 

temperance/ wisdom, and sanctity^ that 

jiat onc of the ncighbouring peasants, who 

;^i»ere perpetually rcsorting to the hermi- 

tage to receive his instructions, however 

distressed^ would have dared to make free 

with Äny thing which they supposed to ber 

longKrhim. ^ i ^ - 

: These be point-ed iont tP Sir Huxnpbrey^ 

but 
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hat particulariy to Devereux, wfioirt he 
seemed k> regard as the leadcr of the ex- 
pedition. Pram the h«rmitag€ they pro* 
eeeded ta the hi!l, and ptacing themsclves- 
on fhc siimmit, Meriin dirccted thcir at^ 
tcnfion to the projectirig rock, which they 
found exactfy accordant vfith his descrip- 
fion. 

. Sir Hugh de BoIebec> whose parenfaf 
feeUngs reluctanfly yielded to znj delay^ 
^ould have pressck! ferward imtanfly KK 
ivards the spot where the hermit had lost 
sigbt of the woimm andchild; but Merlin; 
Ibrdbly puHed him back, and imisted^ 
upon it, t hat Devereux should first enter 
the narrow passage amongst the rocks. 

Devereux grasped his spear in his han^* 
and, followed by Sir Hugh, entcred the 
aperture which; witfv difficul^, admitted 
Kitn in a stooping posture. Merlin pro^ 
posed to foHow, but Sir Humphrey Bohun- 
prerailed' npon him to retnain at the en-- 
tvanoe. Tvro of the servants followed Sir ^ 
. »4 Hugh^ 
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Hugh de Bolebec — the others remained 
with their tnaster and the hermit, at the 
xnouth of the cave. 

One .of these^ who had climbed iip 
among the rocks which cömmanded a vievr 
of Rosemont Castle^* thought he descried^ 
ia a deep valley, about midway between 
the hil] and the ruins^ some pevson among 
[the trees; bat the morning mist rendered 
every object obscure, and he was unde^ 
lermined whether he should inention it io 
Sfir Humphrey of not. , 
; He kept his eyes fix^d on the spot, 
iintil, atJengtb, being convinced that bis 
•sight had not deeeived him^ be requested 
Sir. Humphrey Bohun to ascend to the 
place. 

Bohun^ however^ could not distinguish 
the object which the man described, and 
.the fog seemed rather to increase. He 
was unwilling to excite false hopes in the 
mind of bis friend Bolebec, which was al- 
ready too much upon the Stretch, but di- 

rected 
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Tected thc servant to mark the spot as weH 
as he could^ that they might examine it on 
their way to the ruins. 

Devereux and Sir Hugh were not long 
in completing this part of their search: 
The passage by which they had entered 
the rock conducted them into a kitid of 
natural grotto, which opened upon a pro* 
jecting ledge, from which there was a pre* 
cipitousdescent of at least fifty feet. Thii- 
opening presented a chearfui view of the 
adjacent country, but was itself hidden 
from Observation, bv craggy portions of so* 
lid stone, which sccmed to have been.dis* 
turbed from their original bed, by some 
great convulsion of nature. Brilliant spar 
hung in Clusters from the roof of the 
grotto, and, iil some places, overspread. 
the sides of it like vastsheets of ice, 

The place had no appearance of ever. 
having been inhabited ; nor waS'-tbere any» 
indication that the hand of man had at all 
oontrib^ted to its formation : its .buüder 
was evidently the great arcliitcct- pf Na-r 

B 5. tttre.;,- 
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ttsre p atid its founditipms appeared to bare 
beea laid with thöse of *' the cvcrlasting 
hüls." ' • 

Sir Humphrey Bohuii now proposed 
tiiat tke party shoivld divide : Sir Hugh de 
Bofebec^ Devcrettx, and two of tbe ser- 
vant% praceeding directly tö theruinsj 
\i^hilst Merlin^ himself, and the rest of the 

m 

compaiiy, took a circuitoiis route through 
the Valley, But Merlin wöuld no longer, 
an any account^ be separated from Dete- 
reuxy ' and thcreföre attende^ cloae ar 
his side, like as Mentor didTelemachus; 
Ä) that Bohun was compelled to excKange 
the herrait for another of the attendants; 
stKlthis pointsettled^ the two parties agreed 
to meet on the outside of Rosemont Castle. 
'• Sil^ Humphrey and his attendants de- 
scended the hiH wilh alacrily^ and soon 
reached the corner of the wood, where 
the. servanf thought that he had perceived 
&ome person among the trees. Hera they 
found an old man busily employed in ga- 
tbering herbs». . 

A« 



As soon as he perceived their apprMcfat . 
he )5ittempted to conceal himself among the * 
trees; but finding that bis age and weak- 
n^ess deprived bim of all cbance of escap- 
ing pursuit^ be tbrevr down hin bündle of 
vtrgetaMes^ and falling on bis knees before • 
Bobun; intreated him^ in the most patbetic 
tone;" to do bim no barm. • 

Sir Humpbi^y desired him to rise; and 
amuped liim that they bad no intention to 
injure bim, Perceiving, bowev^, from 
bis confusion^ that there was sometbing of 
mystery about bis appearancc, at that un- 
fi*equented spot, so early in the moming, 
Bbhun suspected that he might be able to ' 
g:ive him some intelligence respecting the 
objects of their search'j and/ there foi-e, . 
taking advantage of bis fears, he told him • 
that the object of their visit/ was to make 
some enqiiiries respecting a person sup- 
pbsed to have been concealed at Rose- - 
inont/ and that he miist insist on receiving : 
a dlrect answ^r to hU questions. 

The trembling old man clasped hishands 

^'ß\ togethec- 



1 3 THE GRBiY FÄIAR, A]^1X 

. tcfgether with great fervour, again be-^ 
sought bis protection, and assured Sir' 
Humphriey that he would conceal nothing; 
fromhim.: 

Bohun then enquired what was become 
of the young woman and child, who had 
been fpr some time concealed among the 
rocks? 

/'Alas!'' replied the cid man, '' rf -this 
unfortunate woman be the object of your 
search^ it will be unavailing, for she has 
been taken away frpm me, and carried P 
know not whither/' 

" Old mani" said Sir Humphrey, sternly, 
" do not attempt to deceive me— there is 
not a thicket in this forest, nor a recess.. 
among these rocks, which I will not cause 
tobestrictly searched; and if you teil me 
a falsehood, not even youfgrey hairs shall 
protfect you from the sevefest punish^ 
mei}t/' 

y Good, my Lord/' said the old nian> 

tears güshing from his eyeswhilehespokeil 

^' did I not promise to teil you the truth,, 

' and 
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and what interest can I now have to disnruise 
it ? Did I not preserve her life, at the ha- 
zard of.my own ? Have I not, for hersake, 
increased Ihe evils of povertj, and endan*- 
gered the existence of those whose safety 
is dearer to me than my own ? Would to . 
Heaven that I knew the place to ^hich 
she has been removed ! for, oh ! what an- 
guish must a parent feel,. torn, in her last 
moments, frora her helpless Infant!" 

'* Where is theinfant?*' inlerrupting 
him with eagerness, said Sir Ilumphrey. 

*' The infant wa« this morning safe in 
my cottage/' replied the old man. 

" Conduct US tbither this moment/' 
said Bohun^ 

The' emotion with which these worda 
vere spoken threw the old n:an iuto an 
extacy of the most poignant grief. — '' Yoit 
will not, surely, deprive me of the child!*' 
said he. *^ Cruel, eriiel man ! is it not 
enough that thy barbarous ordcrs have 
snatched from me the. opportunity of 
comforting^the last moments of. the peni* 

tent 



49 



Vk\ - Tm cur Miftit^ AMor 

iMt and uüfortonate motber/ bat miist the" 
Itovely infaiM: also be the viatim of thiBe 
inssiCiable malcTolence? No ! rather will I : 
bare ray ^ aged bow«i t6 thy spear^ thaa ^ 
Vfillingly contribute tö bringe: miaery on 
tbe Utile innocent/' 

What meaos'thisffenzy V said Bohun ; 

be compo^^d^ father ! some eKplanation; 
may be requisite; but^be assured> tbat our * 
object is tbe safety of the child^ and that 
you ^ill be amply rewarded ifor contribut- - 
ing to it/' 

The old tfian^ little recoveröd himself. , 
— '** Heaven's will be done !*' said he; '^ it 
is U6ele«s for a fecble old man tö resist ^ 
your pleasure ; but, at least, forgivex the^ 
earnestness w4th which he would > preserve ^ 
ftom «härm an innociMit babe, whom-^Pro-- 
vidence seems to have entrusted-to him," 

*' My good friend>" rcplied the khighf, ^ 
•^ whosoeveiv 5^011 zre, yon cannot'lo^g . 
have inhabited this part of the country, , 
without hearing of Sir Humphrfty Böhün ; : 
Ibat is my name; and I am peiBxraded that • 

' your 
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ymrifeftrsof beingLtreatedwith crmeiljr ör 
jb justice wiif subside^ on knowing. who iv 
is tliat converses ivith you;" 

TDeold man again feil oirbifticnees^ aflid^ 
intreattid ptrdon for the suspicions he faad' 
entertaiucd.— " B«t, iodeed, SirKnigHt/' 
sa&i he, '* r Ead so little expectation of ' 
seeingany one in thir solitude, tbat on 
yoor first Coming to me^ I hardly knew 
what I Said ; and wben you desircd to be - 
icöndiicted to the chiM, I naturally sup- 
posed that you miist be the man whose * 
presencc I had the most rea«on to dread," ' 

*' Who is thac person ?'" said Bohun. 

" 1 do not know his name/' replied the ' 
old ma»i " nor fiave I ever seenr him ; but^ 
if you aie, indeed, Sir Humphrey Bohun» 
I-will relate aW I know of: this mysterious 
affair.'' 

'' Conduct u«, in the mean time, Ho- 
wards yeiir habitation/' 8aid Sir Hum«* 
phrey. 

The old man led the way — and as they 
praceeded^ informed Bohun that he ^aa 

tbe 
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the father of two sons, who, having un- 
fortunately fallen into vicious courses, 
had^ at length; enlisted themselves into a 
banditti öf robüers, who infested the 
marshes of Wales; that the disgrace and 
infamy of their conduct having almost 
broken his heart, his wife, himself, and an 
©nly.daughter, had packed np a few Uten- 
sils for domestic purposes> and dri\^ing be- 
fore tbem a few goats and sheepj, which> 
with two she-asses^ constituted their whole 
property, left that part of the country in 
wbich they had once lived in credit and 
Gomfort, and soüght an asylum where they 
.were unknown. • 

In passing through thewild track which 
Jay to the south of Holrae-wood, Rose- 
mont Castle engaged their attention ; and 
the solitude of the place, and the immense 
extent of uncultivatedcountrv around it. 
induced themrto take üp their abodeamong. 
the ruins, where, with some of the mate- 
rials of the fallen buildipgs, they had con- 
tfitTAict^d a.ru^e babitalioni ju3t capable of 

sheltering 
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sbeltering them from the storms^ and giv*' 
ing security to their nightly slumbers. 

Tbey had built their hut in fhe very 
centre of the ruins^ an area of considera« 
ble extent^ being enclosed by fhe broken 
walJs. Here they remained unintcrrupted^ 
save by the depredations of the wolf^ vfho, 
in spite öf their iitmost vigilance^ made 
frequenl havoc of their little flock. The 
old man soon understood^ that the super- 
stitious prejudke« of the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring district previented them 
firom approaching ih».» ruins of Roseniont; 
and this circumslance^ added to his pre- 
caution to avoid any intercourse wttb 
lhem> occasioned him to remain uninter* 
rupted for nearly two years; when, one 
night^ as the old man was about to close 
the hatch that secured the path leading to 
hishumble dwelling^ three men, suddenly 
rüshing from among the bushes> with 
which the ruins were every where closely 
surrounded^ seizcd hold of him, and 

^ threatened 



tfcreartened*bim li^idi dieath if he maide any 
noise. . 

He had su0icient preseutie of mind to 
McoH^ct/ that as ao one was acquainted 
witiv the place o£ bis reBfdence^ it was vciy 
iWFprobftble tiiat tbis attack ^bou]d have 
been prerocditated ; and^ therefere, witR 
as mucb fortkude as be could summon t<^ 
hh assi&tance, enquired wbo tbey tverei 
ätwi wbat thcy wanted fc 

^' We vrant/' saSr öne <^ the yiliafm^ 
** a nigbt's lodging in your cotlage — biit 
first you must promise not to betray t»/'" 
• The tcrror of tbe cM man was now»- ih^ 
etessed, for it was the voice of hi$. oivii* 
8on which thim addressed bim. Trembling 
t» every Joint, ho told them« ttiat be would 
ieooduct ibem to bis but.. Tm^ ofthem 
accompanied hrm^ tlie tbtrd nsmaitied at 
the'wicketi. : ; * . 

The«cene wbicb followed, it would be^ 
difBcult to de«cribe. The astonish'menf 
md di^trdss., o^r^the old^ couple^ änd tW 

strugglca 
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struggles of natural aSection« intcraiixed 
with virtuous resentmcnt and indignatton» 
on the one haad» and od the otber^ the ' 
terroxs of conscience, added to the confti« 
sion and embarrassment of so unexpected 
a rencontre^ were perhaps scarcely ever 
paraneled. 

The old man wept, when he related thit 
part of hi8 'Story; but beingurged topro- 
ceed by Bohun^ whe was fnipatient to hear 
0( the chtld« although unvrilling to inter- 
rupt so interesting a narrative> went on to 
State, that the first transports of gnef» 
anger» and astonishment, being orer, hts^ 
lons joined in assuring him that their un- 
expected Visit to Rosemont ^as not, as 
he suspected, in consequence of any inten» 
tion t0^ commit a robbery^ nor were they 
engiiged on a predatory excursion, but 
eifiployedby aperson ofgreat consequence, 
in an undertaking for which they were to 
he well' rewärded; and in proof of it> 
shewed him a paper of Instructions^ by 
«hic^ it appear^d that they were inlrusted 

with 
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ivith the conveyance of a woman and chrld 
to some* safe and secret retreat, where 
thcy were ordered io use the utmost vigi- 
lance, to prevent the possibility of her 
abode being discovered: that thirking \t 
necessary to travel by roads the Icast fre-» 
qnented, and recollecting that the ruios of 
Rosemont might afFord a teoipörary re- 
treat> had directed their Steps that way ; 
and that their meeting with him was en-^ 
iirely accidental^ as he must perceive^ by 
the surprise wiiich he must have observed 
wben they came into hict hut. 

The old man said, ^bat without knowfng 
what degree of credit was due to their 
Statement^ he feit himself in a Situation 
equally incapable of resisting their impor- 
funity^ or of defending himself £rom the 
consequences of their .jresentmenrt : .that 
moreover, considering a rcfusal to comply 
with their wishcs, might not only endanger 
the loss of his few r^maining comfort^^ 
but perHaps bring destruction on the un- 
fbrtunate wpmap in their cuatody^ he had 

conseated 
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consented to her being received into his 
cot tage. 

Previous to her adtnission^ however, the 
young men extorted from their parents a 
solemn promise not to enquire into any 
particulars Vespectihg the woman or child« 
besides those which she might be disppsed 
voluntarily to communicate ; and they, in 
retnrn^ assured him^ that instead of being 
burthensome to him, they would take care 
to provide amply for her sustenance, as 
well as their own ; and that the old man 
should partake of the reward whic.h had 
been promised to them by their employer ; 
but who their. employer was, or whence 
the strangers came, they were bound by 
an oatb not to communicate to any one. 

The old man related that the woman. 
and child were then brought into the cot- 
tage, baving waited near the spot where 
he had been attacked in the manner before 
mentioneä'; that she appeared to be in a 
very weak;St2^tQof health« a^d frequently 
fthed tears; bat neitber on her arrival» nor 

at 
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at any tinie afterwatds, disclosed her naroe 
or condition. 

His 8ons at first informed him tfaat tfaey 
^cpected to reorive orders» in a short 
tine> to convey her to some other place of 
abode ;- bot after sfae had beeil at Ros^e^ 
mont a fe^ weeks, Jier health daily de^ 
«lining, they said no more abbut her re^ 
moval. At iength^ their conversation bc^ 
eöining more atid morfe reserveä,^he wafc 
mduced to listen to the discoiirse ivhicti 
ttey held with each other; and dnur 
leärhetf that ^ ti<ie pef&on by whose ordera 
Hiey bad 'Dc^dttcted the^vroroan to* Rose- 
^i>nt> had left «he country^ and could not 
be* found. Htewever, so great was their. 
rclia^»ce ^on his promises, tfcat they re* 
soWed to remain faithfiil^ believing, as 
one'of fhem expressed it, (not at all siip- 
posvng fhat he was o verlooked ) that the 
only way of saving themseWes, would bc 
by takiBg esh^e of tbe ehild> as that wötrld' 
enable ttiem to 9iak(e terfifur at atiy tiitfe,A 
eifher%^h oäe ^arty or tbe^ other. 

* ' The 
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Tbe old mau md that he did not per«- 
fectly undersUDd Ibis ^ but from tbe ae- 
^cecy of tbe partiet^ he supposed tbat tbe 
voman had probably fonaken her friemU 
fear the sfdce of her lover, and that he had 
»ow »handoDed her in turn : howerer, at 
43he scemed sedulously to xvoid any dt»4 
closare, he strictly adhered to the promise 
which he had gtven to kts sdns, not to 
agilate any eftquiry ioto the affiiir: tluit 
one of tbe associates ^hfays remained at 
JBi|09emoot> bii<t tbe other t<wo "were jome- 
limes abaeoit during teveral days together. 
His eiklMt sim^ vrbo .was. the matt confttant. 
iieaklenit at tbe cottage^ «aed to abaeot 
himself. oooasHiiiaUy by night, and cot^ 
tncmly petucned wiib proviaions» whkh he 
^way&;asaured tbe old man vere honeatly 
prof ttpod» being^ as he said, eilher £)irly 
pufchased of the neighbouring cottagera, 
or «btamed fr<om ihoae erbose äfikience. 
eoaUe^ tbem to conKribiHe sock aasistanc« 
l^toijrtMiriy: bM tbe#ld iMn aaidj that be 

himfrlf 
3 
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himself did not at all know whether tliis 
account could be depeiided upon. 

About a w€ek ago^ the two men who 
had been for some time absent/ and, a9 
their companion informell the old .man, 
were gone into a distant part of- tfae coun* 
tiy, returhed to the ruins. , They arrived 
liiere in the evening, appearing gloomy 
and dejected; and after some timespent in 
conversation with their companion, they 
all went out together. 
• One of them so6n came back again^ 
and.desiredto speak with the woman, who 
knmediately.accompanied him out at the 
door of the cottage ; and they descended 
the fiteps leading towards the wicket. - As 
the poör creature was in so weak a condi* 
tion that she did not appear able to walk 
far, the old man and his family were sur- 
prised that she did not return ; and after 
about an hour, proceeded to look after 
ber, but in vain; and from that time to 
the present, had neither seen nör heard of: 
either her or the men. . 

• The 
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The cbild was left: fast asleep in the 
eottage^ and the o)d man said, that hU 
larife and himself had cherished it vritb the 
utmost care. 



mm 
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CHAP. II. 

TavY bftd now nearly reäched t4ie ruins of 
Rusemont ) Bolebec and Devereux had ar« 
rivcd thete before them, and were endea«- 
Youring to diacbTer some path by which 
they might äpproach nei^rer to the ruins ; 
but every one of the entrances appeared 
to be cboaked np viith fragroents of the 
faU#n building, or guarded by an impene- 
trable barrier of .thorns and bushes. 

On that side where the walls were most 
decayed» a deep and open pit, out of which 
Were dug the materials that had served to 
- VOL. II. c constru 




^1^ • ' ir«fcÖ GMY FRIAR^ AWD 

tiiditttrticttHefdificc, ititcrvenedto obstract 
tfiö ;prögres$ of iiTtrudrirs ; and« the' tt*aeks 
that ?had becn mideby foxes, and olKer 
Vild ^animak^ were the only pathd ^fMch- 
(could be discerned. 

The frankness of Bohun^ and bis conci- 
liäting manner, bfid S0- yt^tt upon the old 
^hepherd's mind^ that he had laidaside bis 
^ars, and considered the strangers in the 
ligbt of friendly visitors^ who might bene- 
fit, but cciiainly were not disposed to-in- 
jure him. 

'^^^ Ho^^cfveri at tfie si^t ot a secood coiii^ 
* päüy^ amkli9C tbe reeeiseir 06 tbbt^ r^re^ 
}if«iRf; inivhiok h« had leiriaf ii«d ibr tw& 
ykhiJtt yeai«i tvkilom seeittg' atiy tomfl» 
l>eing^ approocb tfee spot; Im sq^eheü-» 
shins began td revive; he 'Odst ä^lool^'^f 
^^trttst ö» Sir Hiimphj^y Bc^n, kid wa« 
söÄed ivith aiK)Äct fit öf tiwhWing. 

Bohimagaifi told bkn not tö be al^id> 
iiifof med Mm Öiat f be persoBS^ lie ww ^re 
tsUso firüends; and' then expiained^ thM 
lAere were stroiig reasons fttt* bcüe^ihg 

Ibat 
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Üiat thß chüdf a£ preseat uodev bi& pco« 
tectidn»- bad beea stolea- from bis pa^ 
rents» ^ 

The oM maiv lifted up bis bandi in n* 
lent astonishment, never^ as he solemniy 
dedacddv baving eElerf suned any. such sua* 
picion*; biU firoia tbe afibctionate maiiiicf 
in. wbich the woman bad alwaya trcated 
tbe inhnU naturally conchiding that ic 
was her owa child; and altributiag her 
uuAdßn deparlure to compulsioBy was di« 
vided between tbe pity be fett forthe dis* 
ti^ of.ihe- supposed motJier^ tbe drtad 
of some atirocious act^ so»e deed of bor* 
ros bafyipg. b^en coimnitted by bis de* 
pravc4 ^u»^ M<^ ^li^eir companion^ and bis 
si^eitiide foir tbe fature support of tbe unr 
S9iB$ün$tß Mphao, thua left to tbe inefiec-» 
tu^ rf^fe of a feeble old njan, wora out 
hj lenglboCdftys aad accumulated sor«* 
rowa.. 

, Bofauun pcasented the old man to Sir 
J^^h 1^. Bal^becx^ who was^ scarcel^y lessi 

^2Ji^M((4>^}^': ^^ "MH?!^ wbicb bkr presenoe 
>;.;, ' c« kindledS^ 
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liindled^ tban was the shepherd by th^ 
doubts and uncertainty of which^ notwith- 
' Standing the repeated assurances of Bohun^ 
he was still, unableto divestj^imself. 

Merlin^ whose grotesque appearance 
had contributed to increase the aistonish- 
ment^ if not the apprehensions, of the öld 
ahepherd, now approached. The wildness 
of his^eye^ hisr aüsterity of. countenäncej 
and extraordinary habit^ rendered him ah 
6bject> at least> of awe; and the poor 
shepherd^ who had^ undauntedly bmved all 
thespectres w^ichsuperstition faadenthron- 
*ed among Ibe ruins of Rosemont^ even in 
the very eentre of their pandemoniuns, 
could not conceal a sorü of shivering^hor- 
ror^ at the siern and imposing manner of 
rhe hei-mit; which, amidst all the ludi- 
ettnis täccompaniments «f hJk » fan'ciftil 
* dreas^'Jbr^tokened him a beiiig scarcely bt-* 
man. 

Merlin, who, througbout the wfaole of 
4he search^ was «nxiotisly expectingi^^eUiier 
^tbe manifesrfation of the bkck spirit, or, 

at 
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9t Teast, some proof of his accompanyin; 
influence^ could not *faelp aasociating the 
idea of the invisible^ with every thing he 
saw in this wilderness, approached the cid 
shepherd, and demanded tf the block spirit 
ofthe Wyeh^tA, of Ute, yisited Rosemont > 

The nature of the question^ and the 
jappearancif of htm who made the enquiry^. 
.yrere equally caicuhted to conround the 
already terrified shepherd ; and he gazed 
apon the hermit in silence^ unable to ar- 
.ticukite a reply, 

,^».BobuQ told 'Merlin,, that .he should be- 
.flatisfied on that head presently ; and beg^ 
gcd the old shepherd to sbew tbem the vay 
tto h)s cottage«. 

• Im Order to arrive at it^ they ivere com-- ^ 
ipi;IIed to pass throQgh.a Jcind of KUgged. 
iarcbjt> fonned by some br^e stones^ wbicb, . 
^luiving casually fällten upon each other^ li^tv 
a narrow opening between.them. 

In this very spot itwas^ that the robben, , 

togetber with the woman and child, hadi 

^ j c 3 takeflb 
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taken ishclter, on the night 'when they first 
t^tne tp Roseiiioht; ftiid Ttere, uncxpect- 
•cdly perceiving Ihe did man ^ha Bad 
come to fasten his -wicket^ seized hotd of 
fiiinj in the nianner which he had deiscrib^ 
to Sir Huinphrey Bohun. 

I^ever had the brave Bolebec^ in the 
^iimetx>us battles and sle^es -in Whim hb 
•had been engaged, ruah^d föfWard i^ith 
«)» üffUch eaget ioipctüostty, tö i*taln tWat 
-jiory %!ifeh js'the söldfer's nicect 'and ' for 
jwhich he himself had, ä Tfcoti^nd*ttfJß^, 
s^n^üiited^-ris^ his 'Hfe, as ^fllüt Wtth 
.*|i^ji % t^ däy möuhted the rög^iftÄ 

jng v^ll^ now encIosed'fhe1iojpi6s<<^f liiR 

•beifig ^dmie ivkbtn'tKe le^clbtöre öf 'iüb 

cottage> tkie -firtt öbj«ct ^^hk^ ,|^ty^te|l 
'llft>if 1b ^if sight Vffs Hht lö'^uAy'iÄmiS, 

shepherd'« 




Kl. 
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«Irapbeitd's cbug'bter^ ^rting by Jus sidor 
trutobed bis finnquil slumber9. . 

Alartned at the approacb of the slränger%. 
^he/pöor .£^rl:gaiye an mveluntary sbriek; 
•aful the ^infaiYt dpening bis üvA blue cye^ 
.8ti«eücbed -out bis litt le band j asifreaKly ta 
meet the -embraceof bis fond and anxiouB 
parent, who caught hini to his bosom, vrith^ 
;]ei|iattiai» of^icb^exquoite tensibiJity, tbaf 
.no lacngoage i^n possibly desoribe tbeaa. ^ 

übe cbildi^Ithinii]^ at ^esmt too youqg 
^ JM^yr. tmbnbed «ny -odber . idea of affipcK 
^tiM,. «fsecepling Ibatt whidi «ainvebas fixcil^ 
fiHti^^ively in ^he niio4» 'Aod iaalmost c^ 
;jeni^ wifb 4be cxist^OMi of.every crealeiF' 
Jitingi. fimileiT iUticonsoIdM ef tht aeede^ 
in ivhich be was so fh&fl|>ly inteiiesied"; 'aojt 
jtiej|^ife^W(i^:liy dl9 beautilul simpUcky oF 
jon^behiM^: fbe^e^^ tb^ 

'■■'•*.. . * • ■ 

1 ^;Qf»hun ootild acarody contain biinseV'* 

%r Jpy. Deverenx attemätely kissed Ae. 

^dMW« ism^ ccpgmtiilaled im Sritüd, whb^ 

^?-w- ;.. ■ oA ' ^/ stiß^ 
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fftill faMed the little Edward in his fonir 
embrace, as if afraid that. he should again 
be deprived of him. ^ ^ 

The cotlagers^ scarcelj; «atisfied with die 
r^lity of the scene before them, weite 
^one moment animated by the liveliest joy, 
-wnd the next^ depressed by doubti^and ap;- 
pi^ensions. 

^ Merlin^ althougb he participated in the 

gCEiieral delight of Sir HugH de Boleber^ 

Devereux^ aad his friend Bohun^ feit jn 

'8om€ degree disappointed^ that the disco^ 

^Fery had not more immediately depended 

-vpon the agency pf DevereuK^ wbonuhe 

«had^ all aloBg> beliered to. be expressly 

'deputed by the black spint^ for the eluci- ' 

•datiön of the mystery^ • - 

^' -Thifiking, however^. that his nötioQ of ' 

invisible agency was dow sufBcienfly esta- 

l)lished, he scarcely allpwed himself time 

to receive the thanks of Bolebec^ for the 

important Service derived froni his assisi^ 

ance> but turning to Sir Humphrey Bohui?^, 

wilh 
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wTth «n air of triumpb, gravely- remdviiig 
hiscap at the same time^ ** i hope;, Sir 
Knight/' Said he, ''ifmy arguments couUL 
not convert you to my opinibiif that« at •■ 
least, my proofs have been satisfactory ?'' 

The worthy Bohun^ who vias . alwayf : 
equally pleased with the.simplicity of poor. 
Merlin« and* delighted . witb bis sincdrit]^ . 
replied; ^' Merlin^ I confesa myself uoable * 
to. atfcount for tbis extraordinary. afikiivi ; 

.but as I am unwiUing to suffer credti]lty. ib 
iead. me into extravagant notions» . yoU : 

lüriint aUow me still to doubt; and wheu 
, ;^e.g^ bacfc-io Mordefordi I have mucb fo 
^ayi .both to you and your friend^ the EatI ' 
oCHereford; cn tbis subject.-*' ' 

*' Nothmg that will convince either-of 

; lispLiieüeve^" rcplied Meriin ; •* bowever, 
if^:;roilibaTe änyxounter proq/i^ Sir Hcna* 

7pbre)t> we will not object to yöur prodil- 

cing.thjem/' -* 

n:i Bohun . siailed. Merlin thinking that 
tbil^ woiild be a proper opportunity^ for 
renewlng bis enqujries respecting . the - 

C.5 ' black.: 



Ute <^]pth^vt aiMe for 'ihat - iwi^se^ j>.hetT- 
Iffg bIMkitted, «hat xhe otd ^iiliii 4^k& liö» 

wasHi^M« ' i^aDy -iUöai^fe« i^f givtfig't^ 
*fty'äibs#er. 

iir&Mihäti Mierlfn Jiitnself, at 'fhe iAex- 
'"I^Hiälile 'in^ittElr ia jvhidi YMs 'di$cb\'«>^y 
)iii4 'been 'bröirg^t iboüt> 'aistd«d tue <(lä 
«fte^hetd'ifrat'he'liad Indihiag'to feftr frötn 
Vfte behält, Wh46^«»asii6d«sif6ös öfäiäiiif^ 
^feis ientiiliry, and ei»h^fe*%tin 'to äf!«S» 
<i^e %B^öst ex'plieit -inföitftätHSn fi»> iVtt 

"Jibwcr. 

\' Merlin againiMVqtirfed, ff her'Äad^isVtV' 
%en -^isitfed'by-^tTie btefck»6^rh> " 

^'' The *heph««'tepK«fd, ' that he lttd^*fe^«r > 
i^Ven K*ard df 8üch-a p*ftöh. 

'* ri 1s Wo persbn/' MstiJy JWTerpüjMisa 
K cilin ; *' it is an invisible being« WiMäe 
^ice" » heard fireqäently in'wRisßtVs, 'aftd 
l^etl«^ üiöre'ati'dibry;" ' ' 



TÄe «he^betd iaWW« Wra «hat <lie 
''" - had 
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haS sevcir met with 'iüy thing of flie 

IM. 

'' Hcyw ^me the child at your 4:ott9ige^? 

Said Herlin; wbo not hareing ibeard die 

abepberd's stfoiyi Imew nothing «bf ^ tfaa 

encmnstances wbich had 4>een ^Mhited^y. 

lam to Sir Siomphrey iBohan • 

Qn being informed of tlie paftidulanr^ 

and obscfmng^ 'that in 'the oM manl» . ac- 

.count of the aflßiir^ be bad mentioned Ibaf, 

besidea Jiis two sons^ tbere was anofher ~ 

jpevso^ concerned in 4)ringing tbe woman : 

^nd cbild to Rosemont ruins^ be became 

-^ • - * ■ • , 

very anxious to obtain some fartfier infor* 
»ation about the stranger. When/be 
fo^md tbat tbe shepfaerd ^was nnabl^. tb 
fitflferd -bim any inlelligenee on tbat head^' 
Mit^lin 'Was at flrst inclined to imagine 
that be bad ^recogntsed the black spirit ^ 
ettibodied^ in tbe.person oftbis stranger;; 
bilt being'töld tbat ^thi^ewas nothing ex« 
traordinary in bis behaviour^ or difierent 
' from tbat of dther meo« bis conjecturea. 
-Mtcre again set afloat. 

c6. They. 






They vfere noif^rjpined by. Botbun»: iyhp 
enquired of the shepherd, what provisioxjKß 
, had becn usually brotrght to . the juins^ for 
the Support of the woman and child.? He 
replied^ that they consisted chiefly. of 
breäd> injlk> and yegetables; with some-^ 
times a few rqett;^^ and once or twice a lit- 
tle fruit. ' . 

" And^wbo brought thetn ? said Merlin^ 
with great earnestness. , 

My son,'' replied the oldshepheixt. 
Are you.quite m^ o£ it ?" coiUtnued 
JVlerlin., ^ , 

Qu being told that it had- been his rer 
gular ^u3tom to iquit the ruins m the dusk 
of the eveniog, and to return^in the cc^ursa 
of the night, viith the proyisious he had 
collected^ nay^ farther^ that the milk was 
brougbt in a large earthen pitcher pr 
crock, " Merlin/' said Sir Ilumpbrey;» 
^' what think you of incorporeal agency> 
and the black spirit now?" 

The idea of the invisible was, however, 
too decply implanted'inthemindof the hejh 

mit> 
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mhi tö be easJIy eradidated ; and although 
ht was npt able to disprove the assertions 
of tbe ilsbepherd^ and ftcafcety-knew how to 
Mggest a doubt about them, he was pot the 
moreinclined to relinquisH hisoWn opinionr; 
for he was as confident respecting the a(> 
cnracy of every thing he had related about 
the voice^ as he was of hts own existence. 

Whilst Bohun and the hermit were thus 
eroployed in comparing the testimony of 
the old man with the account of the inr 
yiäble^ the one with a view to obtain 
some^clue to. the farther detection of the 
plot^ and the other^ for the purpose c^ 
demohstratingt^his proposition respecting 
incjorporeal intercourse, and triumphing 
aver, what he consideAdj the scepticism of 
Sir Humphrey, the oW wonlan and her 
daughter were rcpeating to Sir Hagh de 
Bolebec the samls unvarnished tale v/iiich 
the old man had already related to Bohun; 
— he, in retwrn, satisfying their «uriosity, 
with an accdUnt.of. tt\e. circujx^tances uq- 

der 
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^wrktt; tbe «leliiiofi^ ^oiiaeulous .mniiner ia 



ißhxok^ lie^ 4»ad ' been at loBgth tniead ^^ 
-Roflei!nanMtiins. 

zay, /or.; what^teps, eould be parsued tö 
9oquipe £oshe itiforttiätion r^petting the 
£ite'ofAgnes ; and^to^discover-the^aUtbois 
-af this viUakioits and deep^idnschemie^^by 
<Wbich tbe happinessipf a^wkole farailyjii^d 
Ifdien 4SO -long itit^rrupted, and . tfi^t^ened 
9^ith itretrie^sible 'destruction^ 

Iv oQMght . be^ natorally sapposed, <dK3U M^ 
TU fiSans^ . 'whatsoever viere tbeir^ moliv^^or 
ISO suddenly Temöving Agnes> /(for fMm. 
the dascriptien ^iven by the'sbephe?d's 
'wlfe^ there toidd beno doubtctf faer iden- 
itity, alihough evidently altered by the 
jnfluence of disease^ since lfer.ibavmg left? 
Glandoti To^er) 'woüld rettftn to R^irae- 
-Btont^^n^ac^GOUM äf tbe>chilä* 

Their 



. •' •>! 



nifi^ db^id^hvm^tr, it primiitnlndi»- 

^Sb^eM^lc, ^birid 'tiot be accompHsMl 

wtthiMJtt ^it, 'fitej i»d adtnowle^^ed to 

^Meiaamher, tUat^lheir cTvii^stfety taffgbt 

netepMid^cir^tfce ^r<MnpQt»n ^f tbe^mfetitr; 

'MMeimit^WHttynfirM/' änd 4f *anf »bmg 
'<*diiSI'%e ^üttMntcmd fmth^lfaitexpiNMston^ 
^^bhün MsäMdly toad to a eonctasifm.'thit 
nothing but unavoidable necessily eould. 
*ihdMe ihem dtöfether to abändern 'thc> 
Hcb!ld> ^ '^«bUKie >)[itM6tifiäliön if^as '«irl^ 
dei^t diat they tb<lugbt ^ibemsehres ^prinoi* 
•pally, 'if übt HrholPjr depenhlMt, fer the 
'itW^ ^!cb b^ b^n prtotoi^ed «bMi. 

-Boh^btecand Sir HUm]Afey Böhun^t^n^ 
'deaitetrred'to^bbfte^ a^plan (btihemofe 
"l^fecr efacidtttkin ^f tbis myuet iow «fr 
l&ir; a«^ innhe int^in^ DeveMUK, wilh 
^^Mne orHie^^ttMdants^M^toutfbr Mo^e- 
-ßifvA €kMlei td n)i«?e tfae- anxiBiy of Lady 
^lebee» md prtpare her 'mind for an 
tcvent» 'whieh^ 'suddeilly and ihoadtioitfify 
^SÜH^mced^ teigbt be prodüctitc/of Ibe 
3 most 



tto8tisariousiconseqii^ce&; the influence 
of joy^^'being even more ppwerful thau 
that of any. other passion of thp miecL . 
' Who can describe tbe dQubts .zx^Afe^rs, 
the anxious hope, and melaDcholy saüicir 
paüon iiof dbappointment^ "which allcoh 
nateiy. agitated the bosom of tbe Lady 
Bolebec, wbilst Sir Hiigbi with Bohun 2^>4 
Devereux, were gerne in search of her. lost 
darling !: ' • 

.Devereüx scarcciy. sufferedi hip fe^t to 
toiich the gnouodj sajspeedily did ^e ha^^ep 
tDWi^ardsLMordefofd Castle. ; ^-m;^.. , ,? ;•> 
'ü iThCi Lady Bolebec and J^abj^JJlai M^farjßß^ 
Kfitfeijiixiou$ly looking fiooEi tbei^firivAji.of 
ifUelligieoce, and baving exhauBlodbvt^eir 
Imagination in fFuitless.:C^onjectttr^j>,r^ 
fl^ecttng.' Ifae. evept ofribßir ^anob»! Jhäd 
4eacended . froni the le^ads : od tbe^ Caaüe. 
4^d. retiredi to^ tbek apartments; Tke 
greäter part bf tbe morning >had. beeo coft- 
sumed in» unsuccessfulendea^vonraüi;^ veä- 
Kze the hopea wfaicb eva^ ^movetnent 
amoog4he^fiMC3^ tenattti^of tbie opposite 
■ ' bank 
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bank of the river^ and the appearance of 

w 

every herdsman or cottager resorting to 
the neighbouring stream^ had excited. 

Nor was the anxiety which distracted 
the mind'of Lady Bolebec> confined fo her 
own breast. . Besides the afTectionate sym- 
pathy of Isabella, every one aboul the 
Castle partook of the hopes and fears 
which alternately soothed and agitated the 
matemal bosom. 

They.were continually upon the look- 
oiit> in expectationof the return of some 
of the party; and knoWing that the Lady 
Bolebec had retired into the Castle^ re- 
doubledlhetr vigilance» each in hopes ^of 
becoming. the. messeoger of some ägreq- 
Jlb]e intelligence. 

.An.ancicnt feroaleservant^ ;who> having 
been brought up in the family, had ao- 
quired a sort of pre-eminence among the 
domestics^ od that account^ was amongst 
the mostactive on this occasion. 

She h^A, indeed» few cares.of her own> 
and but Uttle:bu£iiness to attend tO!*-her 

Chief 
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Chief employmeBt 1)einig to sfe^w-the^ii^ 
Cerent ^partmeiits ;of ^e Casäe ^>o casuat 
visitorsyand those wbom curiosity at^ni^s^^ 
'4ö Jnspect it: bat cm this occasion^ ishe 
¥rould bsfve 'dosed the doors.ereti i^^ndt 
tbose who iiught ioLve desired to uvi&ck 
them ivith a golden key, rathe^ /than le^ 
tbe gratifioation of ibei hg tbe first to an- 
soimoe am event^ wbich >fthe someümes 
boldly averred was littlelesstbati certaia; 
^1tboi%fa^ ^betieTer the Test of ihe^taily 
m&t i€€pi[Mf Mfigiike^ in ^:^ eKipmion 
1^ rheir hop^j lihot lj)e se«^ ^o^ i^^ 
JEiicceiSfialj^ ahe 8e)dom;:&ilad tö:fjßVBibi^neßi 

Kbaro^ ;tdiiUi^nt ^^bimify to mr4 ia^imbabt^ 
^ipectatians ; and was v^ JHW3r4luit iMr 
Wmtefy "Sif «d^bKy^*B0buii> i&i^id^svi^ 
iiArbImsdf (ti^^e ttnp5sf^ up<f|i4]^;il^)MJ^ 

■ T^ reäidipg ttf >Jl^aMia httd-li^t» p«^ 
J|^ibly> infoi^iMd'her/ fhat tbe -lA^ril^ijpi. 
'iq^lrit ^f tbat >p«ftiidä, firanäM on'th^ei^ur 
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^nee ' which she so •mifch 4e^ised ; and 
that all Etirope and the world^ vreie ex» 
dfed to take up arms, by the ianaticd 
^reacbing of Peter the Hermitj, wbo^seein- 
ed to difiusle a double portion of bis mad 
spirit upon those wfao became bis ^isciples 
aiid folk>%fers. 

Agatha, Who hbd begtln fa 'locfklcir the 
i^ijrii'öf SirHutnphrey Bohan, long^befiM« 
it was possible forhim tohave Accomplish- 
!)bd half 'bis jonMey, and ivm incMsantljr 
^tni^töfMl in going up staln andilown; 'to 
^teoimöitrtf TfOor the difffereat :wind0vrs, Idi 
^litit'al^pni»M»'hy wbichit ftwtiÜK»>pt^ 
-tiSiMe''br^hripM)bable ihat z-mt^mngtt 
^ißkritUfhei ät jengfb deK«kd • 'peMoA 
^dl% «l»i% the oppMfite'lMnk«ff"tti» 
'il^V(Mv^fi)r^Ae gMatwt «pipafeiJt taste; ^Stft 
te#fifaAi sefzfng b coracle which lay oti the 
beftchr<-^he jümped into • it« atfd iin^iAHt- 
-f^äy -piOam aö^o»i: In % mettiön ükii^ 
fifiitM WiHi ihe -^men^^te <t>f <tito 

-tfaigim kt ihe ^njeltt-ör «btafäing 

^^'"' ■ the 



th6 desfired intelligence, not only b^fore 
jt had bcen cominunicated to the hoiise- 
liold> but Avithout any suspicion on the 
^ätt of the rest of the servants, who did 
not appear to have observed the man, 
she bastened to the water's edge^ and 
beckonino[ the man io follow, her,- on his 
Coming into the hall, '^ Well, friend," said 
she, ^* and when may we cxpect this little 
stranger?" 

\ '*' Very «oon nöw, Madam^ they teH 
me/'. Said the clowa. 

'* And whcre is the woman ?*' continued 
Agatha, ( viho bad obtaixied ever particle 
'Of tlie Hermit*s story, fr0m the Lady Bole- 
bec'a waiting-wpman, and had fixed it ifi 
her memory, ^ by repeating it : over Änrf 
over again fifty iim.e$ in tfae cq^tse of the 
day). . 

^' > Sbe i$ at . neighbour Fairgpod's cot- 

,tage," replied the fellow; "'dojpny, Ma- 
'^ta, Step and see her yourselt ; they say 
she IS very ill.'* 

*'-I wil^go tfais moment^" ?aid Agatha ; 

aad 
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aiid ihen isetting before thc man a flaggoa 
ü( eider, and a loaf and cheese« toid him 
to regale himself; but desired that he 
^ould not, on any account^ mention one 
ivord of what he had said to her^ nor whi« 
tlier she was gone^ until her return. 

She hastened^ with as much expedition 
as she could^ to the cottage« expecting that 
she should thus have the satisfaction, not 
«nly of being the first to announce the 
return of little Edward^ but actually bring 
him to his mother. 

.'.Thus do those who are inconsiderately 
eager in any pursuit, often outstripjryeiK 
the speedof tirne^ by fljing on th&iwings 
öf Imagination. The old woman neyer 
stopped to refiect on the improbabilityt» 
thutia stranger ^vould bc sent mth intelli«- 
gence re&pecting the child^ when th^jit 
m^Me :nQ ieas than six servants in attendance 
lipon Uhs occasion« besides Sir Hugh de 
BolebeCj Bohun^ Devereux^ and the her- 
mit ; tior to enquire why^ instead of Com- 
ing? ;;}ireGtly home to Mordeford Castie> 

they 



Aey shouU: hwe stopped at Eaiirgood^i. 
cotlage» Tblther^ bowever^ she ha^tened ; 
but how gvseat was^ her disapppinUa^mt and 
Texat ion^ vrheqi insiead of Edwanir and bia 
»une; on, eniering the^ aparimeot, she 
found a cottagev-8 wif^ surroimded' by tbß 
aeighbours, at the pomt of presenting 
Acm^viiÜLaUMe Hratiger^ whpm tibey bad 
tov sQme time expeeted^ itfith-as mucb aox^^ 
Mty a&lbat'Whieb Agnet had feit on ao 
CouBt of yoüng Bold^ee. 

Whilst Agatha was gone to the cottagc^ 
Devei^ux andihi» servaot inode^ tbciv apn, 
^pearance onr tbc brow> of tbehill^ v^beie^; 
Ibity were^ immediatelyr noognisedironi' 
tbo Castle^' Descending to the bank of 
Ükü- 8t«mai> that washed the lofy emlneM» 
on wbieh Mordef^rd Castle atoo^ tb^ 
fhouted' repea4>edly^ m mdk »-oiaDnet' äs 
iiot>0aly tO' annpunee their- amvaU bot ta. 
convey an intunation tha4-4hej wäre tb# 
beavers' of good news. 

Tbe Lady BokbecbekigiiMnediatel]^ äp- 
priaed oP tibe retum of Devereox/^ iind tM 

ot 
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of atmioa» liepe^ descendiDg the slatroM^ 
in hasle^ to meet him> enccmntered ihe 
«irageA an4 disa^pointed Agaiba, an her- 
Teturn. fwoi' Fairgood^ Cfytrage. 

' TW oltf ivoiiian> wlio 9t preseM Icatwt 
iM>H^ing of the^ relim of Dev6rei»x> wm 
too imich oecupied* by her own dmap- 
p0iBhii6iit to obsenre muck ceremony^ 
iiüoiediaMiy beg[an-~'>' Oh, my dear Lady ! 
fra» aveF" any thing so provokifigl afMnr 
istarainifig my eyea from aiy bead, ufttil T 
afl» kajlFblifid!, tHirrytog up staMn.a^ down^ 
and front one window to another, tili I ca» 
«caacaly crawl^ not' one nortel of mcat 
wsthin theae precioua lipa aH the Uye-loBj^ 
4ay, to be* disappoialcd at last/ and all 
bj» slupid^ ignoBsat^ bliindeving rusliol 
Biit I willpunish hinij rilwantantj before 
ho kwe» tbit Castle. Hawevcr, do not 
be (emt äown, pn^^ my dear goodf Lady I 
foor depe»d upoa k, we akaft bave good 
news prcsestly.^ 

: Xbiiß tan Ott tho aiUiiqiuatadbousekeej^^ 
tiU «he was out of breath> wbUst tbe Lady 

Bolebec^ 



J^- THE GHEY rsiABj AND 

Bolebec^ scärcely able to suppott the agT- 
tation of her spirits, and applying all that 
Agatha had said to the arrival of some 
person who had been mistaken for Deve- 
Tfiux,' was only prevented from sinkiQg to 
the floör by the attendants^ who> having 
already understood. from Dever^ux that 
the child was discovered« were crowding 
in a body to ofTer the* effusions of thetr 
grateful Kearts, in testimony of the Interest 
which they felt> in an event so impörtant 
to the happiness of their benignant patro- 
ness. ' • 

' Devereux was already on the stairs> and 
Te9pectf)2lly approäching« announced' ta 
the Lady Bolebec the recovery of the lo^ 
Edward^ aiid that he had left him safe in 
hjs f^ather's arms. ' ; 

' The venerable Earl of Hereford exerted 
his friendly effbrts^ to prepare the mind of 
Lady Bolebec for the aflTecting interview ; 
and the attendants seemed to vie with each 
other, in expressing their sincerity of joy 
on the occasidn. 

Agatha^ 



CRE BLACK SPIHIT OF TffB WYS. 49 

Agatha, who had only been diverted 
from her intention of punishing the invo- 
luntary offcnce of the cottager, by the 
confusion which the arrival of Detereux, 
at that instant, had occasioned, still feit 
so much chagrined at her double disap- 
pointment, that she vowed vengeance 
against the rustic ; and was only prcvented 
from laying violent hands upon him, by 
the simplicity of his explanation of the 
miatake/ whieh excited so much merriment 
txtiWi% the domestics, whose hearts, ex- 
panding withjoy, were properly fitted for 
<he,e<rect of harmless raillery, that the ari- 
titjüatetf Virgin was fairly laughed out öf 
ctfuniehance. 



%^0L. n. © CIIAP% 
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ÖHAP. III. 



I '.. 



Ttife old shepherd änd bis wlfe expressed 
so ofiuch sätisfaction zX the restoration öf 
Edward to bis father^ that the Obligation 
which Sir Hugh at pre^ent thought bim- 
seif under^ for tbeir tenderness and bumiK 
xiity towards tbe infant^ was eVeq increascld 
by it. , 

Bolebec offered them bis immediftte 
protection ; aitd promised tbe exertion of 
;^II bis influence^ to endcavour to reclaim 
tbeir unfortunate sons from tbeir vicious 
habits and connexions. He told tbem^ tbat 
he would amply provide for tbem^ during 
the remainder of tbeir days; tbat they 

should 
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should be at liberty to reside within the 
¥ralls of his Castle, or that hc woiild prc- 
sent them with a comfortable dwclÜRg*, 
and land sufficient to support them« in any 
part of his estate. 

The honest old couple feil on their knees« 
and with (ears of gratitude, besought th^ 
1}]essings of Heaven upon Sir Hugb^ his 
family, and the little infant. 

Bohtin advised the inimediate removal 

of the shepherd, his wife, and daughter« 

lest tl&ey should sufTer any injury from (he 

resentment of ^he men« who, when they 

camß back in quest of the child« ^^^sij^^ 

.periuipa wreak the vengeance of their 

difappointnient on their wretched parents; 

' but it was fearcd, that uniess the shepherd 

^remainedat the ruins, there would be no 

. Fartber chance afforded of tracing Agnes 

to her present concealment, nor of ehici- 

r dating the still m ysterious circumstance of 

• the original loss of the child. 

It was th6re(ore coYiclujed uppn« cliat 
^ «l)e old mao and his f^oiily shpuld still re- 
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iriain on the spot, and that a daily inter- 
course should be kept iip with Sir Hum- 
phr^y Bohun, who promised to send bis 
servants every morning tö Rosemont^ tb 
Icarn whether the old ma'n's sons were re- 
turned. The shepherd was moreover di- 
rected to assure the young men, that they 
ßhould be prötected from any evil conse- 
qiiences which they mightapprehend, frorh 
inaking^a farther disclosure respecting the 
person whö häd employed ther^i^ provided 
tliey would c©nvey, through the old shep- 
Üeixl, ariy intelligence of Agnes, or any 
äcconnt (if they were acqiiainted with tt) 
of the plan by which Edward de Bolebec . 
had been originally taken away from Glan- 
^on Tower. 

The whole Company were oow aböut to 
depart fpr Mordeford Castle, when the 
daughter of the poor cottager attracted 
the attention of every one, by her shrieks 
and cries, at the prospect of losing Ed- 
Ward^ to whom she iiad acted as a nurse^ 
alüio&t ever since bis arrival at the ruins ; 

first 
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first on äccount of the Indisposition of 
Agnes, and afterwards from the pure feel- 
ings of regard and attachment. 

When Bolebec understood the cause of 
her. distress, he inimediately told her, thaf^ 
if it \youId make her happ3% and her father 
and mother consented, she should acf om- 
pany the child to Mordeford Castle, and 
either retuni to them the next day, or eise 
rjemain there until their own removal was 
determined upon. The poor people rea- 
dily consented — and the old man very sen- 
sibly pbserved, that theabsence of Rebecca 
would convince his sons, if they should 
return to the ruihs, that he did not de- 

* ■ ^ ■ ■ 

ceive them witb regard to the removal of 

4 « ö 

the chüd. 

Neither Sir Hnmphrey Bohun, nor any 
of the party, had yet broken their fast, so 
that they were anxious to return \yithout 
farlher delay. The ohly provisions in the 
Sihepherd s cot tage, were a few oaten cakes 
and a little milk; a pretty equal distribu- 
tion of this humble fare was made amon«: 

D 3 the 
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the Company, withont resp^ect of persons; . 
and"they were at length prepared for their 
departure, when Merlin started a new pro- 
posal, in order to explain the mystery iti^ 
which the'loss of the child was still in- 
volved, and to arrive at more certsiinty 
respecting the black spirit : — this was, that 
be should rem^in at the ruins, and await 
the return of the robbers. 

He was perfectly satisfied, in his owä 
mind, that he should not incur any per- 
sonal danger; and such was his perfect in- . 
difference to every tfaing which concerncd 
bis own life, that if he had iraagined him- 
self to be exposed to the most imminent 
rique, that corisideration would have had 
no influence in deterring him from his pro- 
posed scheme. 

The hermit hoped that the black spirit 
might be induced to renew his visits, (par- 
ticulnrly as he took the pain^ of thus fol- 
lüwinghim,) and he told Sir Humphr^y 
Bohun, that he had determined to coine to 
an explanation with him, although the un- 

dcrtaking 
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derfaking shoüld require the courage of St. 
Dunstan. 

"^ However, both Sir Hugh de Bolebec and 
Bohun entertaihed a very different opi- 
nion of ihe invisible^ although they nei- 
ther could account for hissurprising visitis,^ 
nor would öfFend Merlin, by the sugges* 
tiori of any doubts respecting bis narra- 
tive. 

They therefore opposed the hermit's 
plan, with determined resolution, thinking 
that it would be useless to expect any far- 
ther discovery concerning the black spirit, 
which, notwithstanding all they had seen ' 

and heard, ihey could not help supposing^ 

• 

9 merje phantom of Merlin's bewildered 
brain; and deeming it cruel to expose the 
good otd man to the dangei's to which he 
might be liable, if (as it washighly proba- 
ble) he should introduce himself to the 
robbers, as the person who had been prin-' 
cipally instrumental in the c|iscovery and 
consequent removal of the child. . 

Natqre would not interpose that restraint 

D 4 to 
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to ^vhich the shepherd was, perhaps, al- 
ready indcbted for his life; and the her- 
mit's dress would have prpbäbly been a 
yery poor defence against the violence of 
the robbers, when enfuriated by the disap« 
"pointment of 'f making terms" by means of 
the child. 

The gratification which Bolebec now 
feit in the restoration of his lost Edward^ 
. vfould have been greatly alloyed, by the 
Qccurrence of any accident to olie who 
had so much contributed to his present 
happiness. But it wquld have been very 
difflcult to have changed the resolution of 
Merlin, by directly opposing his opinions. 
Bolebec therefore suggested, that he was 
desirous of availing hitnself of the con- 
ciirrent advice of the Earl of Hereford and 
himself on this subject, before he adopted 
any particular plan, and therefore coiild 
not think of sufTering him to' remain. at 
Rosemont; and Sir Humphrey Bohun 
added/ that the Lady Bolebec would natu- 
rally desire to see him araong her friends 

on 
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on this joyful occasion ; '' and for my 
Qwn part/' said Bohun, " I think it will 
be a very bad compliment to the Earl oHT 
Hereford and niyself, to prefcr the Com- 
pany of the black spirit to that of our- 
Sjelves; unless, indeed, as I begin to sus- 
pect, Merlin isnot quite prepared for the 
ajguments, with which he has had notice I 
am ready to combat his notions of the. 
black jnvisible." * 

, The last Observation made a deeper im- 
pre.ssion than all the rest. Turning very 
shortly about — " Sir Humphrey/' said he, 
^^ I have before told you that I was ready to 
examine your proofs; but with regard to 
arguments, as you would not allow the 
force of mine^ iinless substantiated by 
evident and demonstrable facts^ so neither 
will the Earl of Hereford or myself con- 
cede that to yoa which you refuse io iis. 
Ilowever, to convince you that I want no 
farther conviction than that which I al- 
Tfady'feel, I will return to Mordeford 
Castle." ^ 

d5 ^ The 
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The psfrty took the nearest course to^ 
wards the bi^idge over the Wye, and as 
they passed within sight of the hermitage, 
Merlin expressed someatixiety on account 
, of the poor people who ustially resorted 
to him there. — '^ I dare say/' said he, 
^' that thiey are very uneäsy at my absence ; 
but'they dare not nfiake dny enquiry Jtfter 
me, for I have always so instructed them. 
However, they miisPcoiisole themselvesas 
weil as they can ; and if thöy have been. 
deprived of my advice, in return, I ha^e 
not been a burthen to them for my Sup- 
port, which is more than every teacher 
can say/' ' 

Sir Hugh de Bolebec carried the .yonng 
Edward in his ärms — Sir HüiAphrey and 
the hermit walked on either side, and be- 
guiled the distance of the way, by a dis- 
course. of which th6 existence or hon-ex- 
isterice öf the black spirit of the Wye 
formed the principal subject. 

Sir Humphrey contending, that even 
the circumstance^ which had bappened, 

streng 
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strong and extraordinary as they wer^. 
were but very inadequate proofs of th^ 
reality of such a personage; and Me^n 
assuming, ' that until some explanation 
could be given of the facts which no one 
presumcd to deny, he was justified in be- 
lieving that the invisible was one of thöse 
influences^ which " stalk abroad at mid- 
. night/' and wander unseen " beneath the 
moon's pale rays/' # 

The Company arrived at Morde ford, 
The Lady Bolebec, who, in consequence of 
the interval which had elapsed since the 
arrival of Devereux at the Castle, had 
again begnn to entertain alarms lest fate 
should still interpose some obstacle to the 
happiness which had once more been pre- 
sented to her expiring hopes^ and dash 
the cup of consolafion from her lips, once 
more beheld her lovely Edward, in all the 
bloom of health^ and laughing sportiveness 
öf innocence. 

To those who are parents, no description 
' ean be requisite to pourtray the delight 

d6 ' w ich 
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wllich the fand mother experienced; lan- 
giiage isr far too feeble to give coloqring 
to sc^h a scene — to such a feast of reasoii, 
affection, and joy ! 

The attainraent of this talisman dissi- 
pated in a moment-the shades of melan- 
choly. Like the vivifying sunbeam shed- 
ding its benignant . influence upon the 
drooping flowrets of the. early spring, 
vhen chilled bv the rüde blasts of the 
gloomy north, even so did the return of 
the lost Edward raise to new life and hap- . 
piness, his dejected and desponding pa- 
rents. 

: The festivities of Mprdeford Castle were 
DOW without alloy ; and the generous beart 
of Bohun, expanded with delight, as he 
contemplated the happy asäembly. 

• No.obstacle nöw remained, to prevent 
the return of the Bolebec family to their 
mansion at Glandoa, but the reiterated 
solicitations of Bohun, that he might be 
indulgcicf with their Company for some time 
longer, now they were restored to a cpn- 
5 " dition. 



THE BLACK SPIRIT OP THE WYE. 61 

dirion^ better adapted than formerly for 
the enjoyment of social intercoursa 

Merlin, who would not on any account 
be prevented from returning; to his her- 
mirage, had, nevertheless, formed so sin- 
cere a friendship for the venerable Here- 
ford^ that he promised to visit the Castle 
every day. « 

Sir Humphrey Bohun had, during the 
last twenty years, used his utmost effbrts 
to draw hitn from his celi^ and.induce him 
again to join in the clrcle of civilized life^ 
which he was highly capable of ornament^ 
ing ; but the old man would never hear of 
quittiDg his beloved solitude. 

His drink was notbing but vrater; his 
food consisted entirely of milk, vegeta- 
bles, and fruit, with which the neighbour- 
ing cottagers amply supplied him ; and in 
return, he assisted them v^ith his counsel, 
instruction, and advice; illustrating the 
precepts of the moralist, by the simplicity 
of hi3 manners^ and the benevolejice of his 
life, 

At 
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At an early period, he had met with the 
severest disappointment which a victim of 
the tender passlon could perhaps possibly 
siistain. In the prime of life, he had paid' 
his addrcsics to a lovely -and amiableyWo- 
man, equally adorned by personal graces, 
polished madnfers, and excellence of dis- 
position. In his pijpgress to her affection, 
he had encoiintered all the difficulties 
which deeply-rooted animosity, between 
two families of nearly equa1 rank and opu- 
lence', could oppöse to the completion of 
his wishes. At Ifength, having,. through 
" evil report, and good repört/' tri- 
umphed over every obstacle, and mani- 
fested himself \yorthy of so much excel- 
lence, by a long course of patient and 
respectfirl attention, which, in eärly times, 
was c'onsidered an essential preparative for 
the bymeneal s{ate, at the*very moment 
tvhen he had led his lovely blootning bride 
to the. altar, and whilst they were waiting 
for the nuptial benedi(;tion, she feel at his 
feet a corpse. 

Mhe 
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The shock occasioned by this afflicting 
event brought on a State of furious de- 
rangement. The malady at length sub* 
sided into a fixed and settled melancholy ; 
biit time, the great physiciän of the mind^ 
had at last rehdered the remembrance of 
the beloved bbjcct of his regard more 
sweet than painf|]l. 

He had fixed his abode on the banks of 
that favourite stream, which had so often 
reflected the beautiful image of the de- 
parted Angelina. Here he joined his sighs 
in cpncert with the zephyrs of the evening, 
and iKe murmurs of thecrystal streait^ ; or 
harräless and inoffensive, strayed f ontem- 
plative among the neighbouring groves. 

Never, until the discovery of Edward de 
Bolebec, \o which Merlin had so greatly 
Contributed, had he absented himself from 
the cell, for/so many hours as he had now. 
spent at Mordeford Castle, and in the 
«eärch in which he had assisted. 

The esteem which he seemed Xo have 
irobibed for the Earl of Hereford, the re- 

• gard 
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gard which.he evidently enterfained for • 
Devereux, and the gratification wliidi he 
expressed on havinof contribnted to restore 
the happiness of the Bolebec faniily, all 
concurred to reyive in Sir Humphrey Bp- 
bun the hope which he had long relin- 
quished, of- persu^ding this unfortunate 
person to teave his solitary dvvelling, and 
ägain mix with society. 

On even subject, ßxcepting that which ' 
directly led to the meläncholy recollection 
of his own misfortuncs^ the cause of his 
disease, he was sensible, discreet, andju- 
dicious in his Observation» ; and possessed 
a fund of knowl^dge, and a flow of elo- 
quence, which were in themselves Suffi- 
cient to recommend him to the favour of 
the public, independent of the excellent 
qualities of his mind, when free from the 
influence ofthat particular train of ideas, 
fey which alone it was liable to be hurried 
into extra\a{.'ances. 

V It was remarkaWe, that although the 
abov£ aceount of this eccentric pmon 

was 
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was collected from the observations which 
he had-made from time to time^ in con* 
versation with Sir Humphrey Bohun, he 
had always maintained the strictest secrecy 
vith respect to his name and family ; and 
as he had once or twice appeared to suflTer, 
great uneasiness^ when an enquiry had been 
made respecting his connexions, Bohun 
kindly avoided saying any thing which 
could lead to unpleasant feelings. He 
thcrefore remained in total ignorance of 
this part of Merlin's history ; and could 
only jiidge, from his manners and acquire- 
ments^ that he must have forraerly enjoyed> 
Ihe best opportunitics of becoming ac- 
qiiainted with all the litel-ature of the age 
in which he lived, and of being conver- , 
sant with the superior classes of society. 

Sir Hugh de Bolebec entertained a sin- 
tere desire to make a suitable return to 
the hcrmitj for the benefit derived from 
his nssistnnt'e ; and he most heartily con- 
ciirred with his friend 3ohun^ that, if it 

were 



^' 
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were possible, they might restore the good 
oJd jpian to the enjoyment of those com- 
forts and appliances of Jife, from which 
he had been so long estranged. 

Witji this view they consulted the Earl 
af Hereford, whp, from the ascendancy 
which he had obtained over the mind 
' of Merlin, seemed th^ mpst proper in- 
strunoent to be employi?d on such an oc- 
casion. 

The Earl had been engaged in a dis- 
course wifh Merlin, on the siibject of ar- 
chiteciural design, and the effects capable 
pf being produced, by acertain adaptation 
of scenery to the style and form of parti- 
kular buildings, and was astonished at the 
apcuracy of discrimination,' and elegance 
pf taste,' which the hermit had eviriced. 
He could not avoid mentjoning it at the 
time; observing, that these things were 
^ not'to be met with amoDg the woods and 
forests of Britain, nor often engaged the 
attention of his untravelled couqtrymen. 

_«Where 
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— ** Where, my dear friend/' added he, 
'' did you acquire this intimacy witb what 
is so little known amongst us P" 

Merlin smiled, and replied — " I was not 
always a hermit ; and although for many 
years, the narrow limrts of Holme- wood 
have held me witbin its boundary, there 
was a time, wben my rovihg spirit could 
scarcely be confined within the world's 
Wide Space. You will hardly credit me, 
my Lord, when I teil you that I was at the 
battle of Ascalon, with Richard Coeur de 
Lioti, and afterwards rambied almost 
throughout Europe before I returned to 
England, where, alas ! destiny had prepared 
for me its cruel scourge V* 

The Earl of Hereford perceiving, by a 
manifest change of countenance, and the 
faltering of his voice, that his unfortu- 
nate friend was now verjS[ing on the subj.ect 
of his troubles, immediately interrupted 
him, and changed the conversation. 

From the information thus almost acci- 
dentaliy dropped, and from the remarks of 

* Bohun* 
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Bohiin, they wcre fonvr 
mit once made^' t^tin^ift.^ 
ciety ; biit hj&i'hW s^' s'lu«^ 
enlciing int^, S^y ;C0''fivcisnra(R'vreE 
hiinseir, aiicl alwa^s evadec! ^iiei^lioiä ^i] 
direclly put, with so mi:ch destcnty, tFu| 
therescfined-Jp be lilil9.c!^,.ii)fe 6f gratifj-- 
ing tiieir curtosity irijih s (,- — "^"nlaf, willi- 
piU hazarding his displc^f^ii üiiU ^Jj^ch^ P^ 
the ioss oTJiis' Company. ^;-«->-^%(F^' 
-^- '^^ '■^""°' ""enlioiirf^ conversalioiij 
Isjjaken of the baltle- 
oaladin, was the only 
i he had cver given the least 
pecting himself, during his Inter- 
e,wilh Hercforil, the Eari detenniiied" 
tö enter upon the business ■with which he 
had been entrusted by Sir Hugh de Bole- 
bec and Bohun, by renewin^ the siibject 
of that conversation. 

He iherefore took an opportynity, one 
morning, as they werc Walking on the ter- 
rac€ at Mordeford Castle, to iiiForm Mer- 
lin, that ht» fajnily seat having fallen "to 
decay. 
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decav, he had, for a considerable numbcr 
ofyiearSj been employcd in the erortion 
of a building, which was entirely foriTicd 
Ol! bis own plans, foundcd on the e.v^jcvi- 
ence'he had acquired, by having visitcd 
ihost of the ppincipal struclurcs wliich at 
that period^:^e «gM-thy of attention. 

The Earl adde^, tnat the building had 
met with so marly interruptions, from the 
disfurbances in the country, and the defi- 
ciency of workmen during the war, that 
he jiow alfnost deipaired of seeing it com- 
pleted, before he wassummoned fo oc( 
that dark and narröw house, in which^ 
'tenant derives no gratification either from 
'eleganre of design or magniili ence of ar- 
chitecture : biit although it was higbly 
probable that he should be compelied to 
leave the finishing öf his plan, to those 
whowere more likely to be interested init 
ihan he was himself, yet a fondness for the 
'employment, and a natural and instinctive 
desire that the honours of iiis hoüse might 
descend through succeäsive gehera'tiöns^ 

had 
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had encouraged hitn to perseveirp in thc, 
undcrtaking. *' Now," said he, '* nothing ;. 
would gratify me more, than to have an 
opportunity of taking your.opinion of the 
execution of my plan — you possess the' 
advantages of a correct taste and strict 
sincerity, so essential to the character of a 
critic. Say, my friend, will yöu refuse to 
accoi][ipany me to Ashbury ?" 

Merlin, who had of late derived far 
mbre satisfaction from the interesting con- . 
versation of his new acquaintänce, than 
he had been^ accustomed to meet with in 
tl^ solitude of the hermitage, although 
unprepared foc such an invitation, wa;, 
secretly, not displeased at it. He hesi- 
tated, paused, and sighed,-^" It is a long 
lime, my Lord/' Said he^ ^' since I Jeft off 
to con Verse with the world." 

'^ True, my friend/' replied the venera- 
We Hereford, laying his hand on the sleeve 
of Merlin ; *' but where should we have 
looked for those principles of science 

whicb you posse$s^ and I^sq much ^^}^$^ • 

and 
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4nd value, if the notiori had becn generale 
that a total seclusion from the yror]d is 
consistent with the duties of a social 
bcing?" 

*' There are cases/' said Merlin, " in 
which— ''^ 

'^ I anticipate what you would say/' 
interrupted the Earl ; '^ but we are wander- 
ing flFom the .question ; and, therefore, I 
ntust desire you to confine your answer to 
this specific pfoposal — Is there any rea- 
ison by which you are justified in refusing 
to my entreaty, the favour of accompany- 
iBg me to Ashbury, when you know that 
you can benefit my family, aod even the 
World at large, by the advice which it is in 
your power to afford me ?'* 

" What will be thought of a man>'* rie- 
plied Merlin, '^ who sufTers himself to be 
'seduced from a retirement in which he has 
wasted the best y^rs of his life; and. after 
4iaving withstood all the temptations and 
allurements which usually attract (he young 
^^d gay> ifj in his old age^ he again roi? 

V 
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in the gjddy. thiong, and again incumber 
hipaself withthose cares from which he häs 
been 5p Jong jexempt ?" 

The 5a^l perceived that he was gaining 
:groußd.;— Merlin, like every other person 
who knows that his own is the weakest sidie 
of the argumenta had abandohed syllogtstic 
reaso^ing, for at best a precärious subter- 
ßige. '^There can be no difficulty in ari- 
swering thät questioni'" said the Earl : " it 
iviil be thought that he has resolved tio 
make the best use he cari of the short re- 
mainder öf his days ; that he retired from 
the World to subdue an M!€essive attach- 

*■•"■, ' ♦ 

m^ - ' * \ 

TneHt to its pleasures ^d its ratiities^ &t 
the season when their irifkienee mi^ht have 
been destructive; or^ if you please, thät 
he had secluded hitnseir, in order to per- 
fect his philosophy by <:ontemplation, to 
obliterateimpressionswhich, amidst a cori- 
tiniial intefcourse anwing mankind, Ke 
might never have been able to remove, 
and to lay the Foundation for a rational' cn- 
joyment of viftuous old äge, whicji can 

never 
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ilcver he erpected among thosc who, in- 
itead of preparing for it as you have done» 
have exhaustcd tbeir youth in foNy and in* 
temperance ; and when they arrive at the 
yeal^ you have now altained^ are only in 
poneasioii of the kadcs änd dregs of ex- 
iatence/' 

'' Tbis musl be thouglil by all those 
about whose opinions you oitgfit to be 
dolicitous; thty will hail yowr retum 
among them^ as nahire hails the return of 
geniat springe and as the earth rejoices at 
fhe fmctifying showers which nurture its 
best productions. The delight which you 
yaurself ' expressed, at the event of i\\6 
discovöry • wtitch has so essentially contri- 
buted to fhe happiness *pf us all, would^ 
have ^önrfneed me, had I wanted any 
proof to confirm my opinion, that the 
princi^f enjoyment of the life you now 
Icad, centres in the opportunity of dif- 
fusing comfort tu those around you. The 
^oods variegated by vemal or aufumnal 
tints; the rocks intermh.gled in wild con^ 

tOL. tf. E fusioo, - 
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fusron, and in every dMerent direclion^ 
presenting a new combination of imageryr 
to the e^e and/the mind; the field» etiiH 
m^lled with flowers^ or smootbed h^ th^ 
snows of winter ; and the varying surfbce 
of the river^ now gliding along in placid 
stlence, now foaming with augmented 
strength^ and raving^ with incessant niur- 
mors; — the^^ and a thousand other na-, 
tural beaulies^ may occupy the passtng 
faour^ and begnile the wearisomeness of 
solitude. But I veliture to appeal tö your 
own sincerity^ whetber these are not mere 
bubbles of ideal pleasure^ in comparisoii 
with the solid gratificatton of one cbarita- 
ble> one bene^olent action^ by which the 
siim of human bappiriess is iocreased ; by 
>rhich the weak are rescued from the op* 
pression«^^ o£^ the powerful^ the sick re- 
slored to their disconsolate frieoda^ the 
merit of the humbled raised.from neglected 
cbscurity^ or the wanderer recalled from 
bis evil way^ into the paths of vtrtue and- 
pf peace/' 

*'Enough, 
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" Enough, my friend/' said the hcraiir, 
^with great emotion ; ^ I am humtliat^d by 
the conviction ivhich yoür remarks have 
produced. I now feel, thsf ivhilst we 
cotaider ourselves acting under the infiu- 
ence of a virtuous resolution« we may be 
spmetimes deceived^ and betrayed into cul- 
pable negligence. Man does not live for 
Jiimself alone^ and his dependence upon 
plhei» for all his comfort9 and aupport, 
and even forhiftvery exifttente^ oughtto 
IIMArd-imn^viforn the: error into whichoi 
have firilen^r nor'^halPyotir gentle reproof 
}Q6e-iilpi(biiIutmccn-?benceforth it ahi^ b0 
iD^ endeHVoär tQ«afee* the bttt* usd- L^mn 
of tHc'jliortiemdiader'of my^daycb' 9n^>ld 
t^ptäl!i^4f*^wblej the iiKictivity in whfich 
l^«i!%«rthiii^^mmatned an ineumbraieoe 
cf niHnre^ÜtKl'adMUie in fhe indnstri^iifi 
Jrfve afidatciirectiial beiiftgs/' - -^ h^'<r^tr 
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CHAP. IV. 



T^B Earl af I^erefaifdj, extremely gratified. 
i|t the $ucce$s .of ^his uijulertaViDf» told 
Merlin tbat it ws^s bis^ intetitipn to set out 
fpr A>bl}iwry Ui^ a fe\y 4ayi». He yas desirr 
9i;is. of s^voiding any um^ece^s^ry delay^, 
^t v(4erlia fi^QuId sttOibr bis pses^nt respr«. 
^itipia tp he 9Yercoi}9e>. by tbe r^cunrenqe 
^f hh former . fpndne^s for Hplmje-wopd 
9Dd tbe b?rmit9ge ; and 'm prd^ to gqäfd 
againstsuch an oc^wrencf^ topk care tQ 
obtain a promise from tbe hermit^ tbat no 
circumstance should prevent bim from ful- 
iilling bis engagement 

Merlin consented^ witb tbe stipulation^ 

h<)wever^ 
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ho^fftv&T, tbat Sir Bumphrey Boüfun should 
ftotbe informed of bis deterrttination, im- 
til the eveof thcir departure; arid having 
promised to return to Mordeford Castle 
the next day, actifally set out for the her- 
tnitage, with a tesolutton to fake a final 
Icave of it. 

Several days hnd now elapsed^ and all 
the intclligcncc hitherto procured from 
Rosemont was, that the shephcrd bad nci- 
Ih^ «ccn nor heatd of his sons. On the 
day on vrhich the Earl of Hereford and 
Merlin had the contersation above re^ 
lated, which terminated in the design of 
the latter to withdraw^ hirtiself from iht 
hermitage, the old shepherd carte in great 
haste to Mordeford Castle^ and desired 
permission to speak with Sir Hugh de 
Bolebec. 

The intelligetice which he broirght vrav 
that the meh had returned to Rosemont iii 
the middte of the pi'eceding night. Ort 
their atrival, they enquired if the thilA 
Wai safe/ ai)d on being answered in thd 

s 3 affirmative^ 
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. affirmative^ proc^eded to inform the old 
shephei^ that they had removed ehe vpn\9n 
ta ber rdlatious; and ^ere^sow come for 
the Infant. 

Th;e;old man pbseryed, that. having^in 
compliance ivith their, wishes^ and the 
promise they had extorted from him, pre- 
vioas to the admission ofthe ivoman and 
rbild intp his cottage> abstaiued frgm mak- 
ing. any enquiries iitto tbis mysterious aP- 
fair^ he bpped that before they took away 
tbec^Üld^ they would at least infoim him 
tai wh<m the parties belooged ; he thought,. 
tha|1iavjingaflrorde4shelterto them^ imder 
|) j^ Q^n-roof^ for so longa time^ Jiehad a 
rigbl; to expect tbis» and was in some mea« 
f^e ejqktitled to it .? .. ^ 

, They replied, that tt ccHild not posi^ibly 
j^ncern hini> to know apy thing luf^e of 
^ transaiption tban that ^hich tbey lfi|di 
4jdready told him ; that there was nothing* 
crimiiuiJr as far as related to tbemaelves ; . 
tlHft Ji^ifaer. the y oman nor child belonged ^ 
l<^,l^emf ifod t^^^ they had d9ne waS; 

'.; . . , i- - ia 
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m ibe character of agents fo a person 
who could and would^ at a Tutum pc- 
Tiod,- amply reward them för their trou- 
b e, 

The old man then enquired, whithcr 
they meant to r'emovc the child ?* 

'Ihey Said, he raust not cxpect' them to 
i;)form him of the name of thc place, but 
H was where the infanf would be properly 
faken rare of. — " In shorr," said bis cldcst 
aon« *' the child bas been stolen from bis 
parents ; he is the heir of a grcat fämily, 
whicb bas long been at variance with the 
person who contrived to take bim away. 
Whilst he keeps possession bf the cbild^ 
he bas bis enemy in his own power; and 1 
dare say be will get enough for bis ransoni 
to.purcbase a gdod estate." 
.. "And do you think there is no crimP- 
niifffy m» stealing a cbiM»?" ^aid the old 
TMUr ^ ' ' * - ^ ■ ■ ■ • 

. **'rä1d riotstealhim;*' repliedtbeother; 
^t n^yef saw th^ cbHd until* sevcral Aiyi^ 
aßt* fiehad'bteeii täfcen awäy ; nor did'by^ 
^ 1 4^ brotber' 
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brother ever see him tili we brought hiai 
to Rosemont." 

" Would it not be more like honesl 
BÄn/' Said the old shepherd, " if you 
were to restore the child to his parents ?^"^ 

'' Perhaps it might," said the youngesti 
*' bat that would not answer our purpose 
$o wel!. It will be soon enough to carry 
him backagain, when he is troublesome tO 
w^ or our master forgets aurwages.** 

The old man very scriously exhorted 
them to return to an honest method of 

« 

getting their livihg, and said, that he him-» 
seif would accompany them to the parents 
of the child, who, he doubted not/ would 
forgive what was past^ on condkioit of the 
restoration of their son: but'finding alt 
bis arguments entirely useless, and des- 
pairing of making any Impression upon 
their minds, wbich seemed to have been 
fendered callous by a long course of viK 
lainy and baseness, he at length told them^ 
that the child had been taken away froni 
Bosemout. 

' At 






At flrst they pretended nof Tö WH^Ä 
fiis assertion, it being, they särd, iti^refy 
a contrivanc^, to induqe th^m tor prdfrlise ' 
that they would carry him back fö his pla-* 
l^nts; aiid instead of findrng any conftr- 
mation of the old man's störy, in tKe ab- 
sence of their sister, they considcr^d that 
eircumstance as amounting almo^t to a po-- 
sitive proof, that the child was still in thcr 
rliins of Rosemont, and only hidden frofti* 
them with the view before hinted at: 

They werc confirmed in this opinibn,' 
because when they asked the old man whi- 
ther the child had been removed, he, in* 
Imitation of their reserve, had said; thät 
it covid not atall concern them to know; \t 
was sufflcient, that he would be pi'opjerR/j 
inken care of. > ■ 

After a long altercation, tli^' ofd sh^p^^^- 
herd plainly t old them, that iinlesy they 
would söletnnly promise- tö make known*^ 
cvery circiimstance of the affliir; wirb the*: 
naraes of those who Wd been ttieir acconi*- 
pKcesi he wöul'd nbtsat1$fy their curiosnty 

ä5- with 






^thWgari^ to the child ; butasan kitbice«^ 
mentto them to disclose the wholiei as^ 
siired 'them bf indemnky for wKät was 
^st; änd a. handsome reward^ iF thejr 
<wöuId:poiRt out the principal jpersQnscon^ 
c^jiedjn the plöt. 

Xbey äsked him numcrous,qucstions.re^ 
lative to the removal of the child fronsL 
Siosemont; bnt a& he persisted in giving. 
ab aUswer-, ünl^sshe receivedan^^assurance.' 
that they wouW discover their.aecompikes^ 
fh^ Investigation terniin^ted ia dli^hümour. 
yißä diaappoiätment. . e " - " - ^ • 

3i :'HoWever, th^ yoivng men dedä^dlthat^ 
löiej^ woüld abidi^. the events dof c^he däy, , 
(ty'äee wh^ther tlieif sister Eebeceajundrtbe/ 
-fchiJd" wööld reliiFii.dr not ;, aod tbe- shepr. 
h^erd löft ihem at hfe-cotragey \^ea:Jie^set: 
x»ut (bJ^ Mbiti^ford Ca$tte^% niy - :;)i: 
' l^lihee havi^g" "üämmttlUitated; tiiis^^i 
tejligeßce to his^frrends, ^they s^p^ed^^tihat'^ 
as the ! (I fermati ön alf^äd r-oibtai aedbrniight^ 
by ' mWns öf Agnes, ' Jead lo; a? tx>mpl«te, 
dKcloßüre o/ the manner in whicb £d58atxL 

de 
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dr Bolebec ha4 - heen taken away from 
Glandon Tower, Jt would be more politic*' 
to confine themselves to a trial •of the* ef** 
fcct of profiered lenity^ ratherthan pursue 
seyerer mea^ures towards che young men, 
Viho, for any thing that' fit prescnt ap- 
pearedj were not concerned in the original « 

The old sbepherd was therefore sent 
back to Rosemonf^ with instructions to- 
make a fair and explicit declaration of the 
circurQstancrs of the removal bf tbe child, 
by Sir Hugh de Bolebecand^Sir Humphrey^ 
Bbhun> tö' whom he \va9to refer his^sons^ 
if they presumed* any lönger to doubt*his 
asserdona; and to teil them/ thatif they* 
were tnclined to afford-any Information 
respf cting the< parties ^actually concerned* . 
in stealing the cbildiirwouldbe^themeans'. 
of securing themselves from tbe punish-: 
ment wbicb must .necessartly await ihemj,-. 
if it should be- bereafter discovered that 
they were accoipplices in that neiarioiis. >' 
transaction, 

«6' AgniKi 
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Agnes had lived at Glaivdon Tower, iii 
the capacity af an inferior attendant or 
thc Lady Bolebee's person, for morc than 
two years befbre the birth of Edward,^ and 
had been entrusted with the care of the 
infant, at her öwn particufarrequest. 
I^ltüit had ftlways manifested the greatest 
tjftlierness towards the ehild ; indeed, het* 
cbnduct in every respect was unexception- 
able, and her reputation unblertiished. 
Her parents vftre poor but honest people> 
residing in the little village of Hornton, in 
Oxfordshire, on the verge of Bernwood 
Forest^ 

When the Lady Bolebec understood that 
Agnes was with her relaliona, (to whom,. 
when she had first been lost frora Glandoa 
Tower, a message was immfediafely senf, 
but without obtaining any informalion,) 
she propdsed that a person should be sent 
to her without delay, to hear^ from her 
own mouth an' acconnt of this stränge aP- 
fair; and as it appeared to be of import- 
ance to acquire some intelligence without 

delay. 
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delay, cm nfccomit of the State of her 
hralth, which, if the informaffon^of the 
men who had accompanied her from Rose*^ 
mont coiiid be depended upon^ ^as^ at 
lea«t, very precartoas, ' fcer^ Ladyship'c^ 
ivishes were no sDoner announced, than; 
Devcf^ux, ev*rready to oblige^ immedi- 
ifely undertook to Tisit the unfortimafe 
Agnes; and return as expeditioiisly as pos« 
sible, with all the inteiligence he coHld 
collect. 

Horse» v^ere ordered immediately^ and 
Devereu^, with two attends^ms^ set out 
without a moment's delav r dctermined« 
althocr^h v^ithoitt imparting hie intention 
lo any one, lo-travel night and dny, un«« 
til he arri\red at- the end* of hh journey. ■ • 

He hoped'that by so tnwch promptttudei 
he ahould prevent the removal of Agnes 
ägain^ iTany such ph|n should beattempt- 
ed bjr the conspirators, in consequence of 
the disclosure (hat t-he old «hepherd had 
been . authorised to tnake, on his retum 
from Mordeford Castle; and that if any 

plot 



plot of thi& kind had been > cohtrived Mfy 
t4ie men^ in Order toavoid detcctiofi; iV 
woüld thus be prevented. . 

Ih tbe mean tfme tke shepherd reiarned.V 
tö RosemontT—but ? bis söns had^left* ther 
coltagie about half an ho^f.befM«^. 

'Theybad^beenr^very iiiq!iiisitfve< of tbe-^ 
dd womaa^ toiknow where tkeiF* fathet^ 
wasgone<;.and<iToin tbe unedsiiie» whicb^ 
fhey . had manifetledy. it^ was> evident ^ thajU 
fhey did not expect liiin to retum albfle^- 
She tberef^rc conjoctured) tbat-lhey were^^ 
lying. im.' ^aitvomewKerf among tbe tuifii^' , 
or ih.tbe: iieighboiiriiig\w4Q|d> :and supn 
posed that wbeii ibey >8aw ^bim ^om^'^bäiek; 
alöne^ tbey* woiiU. tb^mseliita r^visit^tho * 
dottage: b'ut^ in> thia s abe " was. > disap^ 
poin tedr^hay ;. came ^ no onoire . tö * Rosie«« - 
iiiif>nt.\ 

Such < was ' the«' liübirtnatiön » brought to \ 
Mordeford^ Caatlei tbe^ next day/ by Sir 
Hutnphi^ fiohun's-servant» wbö hadbi^en* v 
sent as üsual to ibcTÜim; .to obtaia inteK 
Mgence.' 

Merlin 
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iiad promised the Bari of Here* 
fand io ) fetura to the Castle; and they. 
Bad agFeed to viffit a^ remarkable spot ii> 
tile* vietnage^ which had been rendered fa-? 
moiis^ time immemgrialj! by the well* 
known traditionaf the'Dragoaof Morde« 
£i^^ xan amphihious monater^ said to have 
iKten Jdtled at ihr coaHiience af the Wye^ 
Md^thr^Lug, not'far:finDOV-lhe Castlew 

The-day proved nfntvkjAWj: Ün6, andi 
tlie£adhad.ibegan fo feef «omerdegree o£ 
Hnpatiencecal the. hermil^ delay^.not a}-« 
togetheif r free ffo« üb appi^henaiooy that 
Uej jnigbt hßfft^ yra^Vefred. wk^ ^ i»g;ard . tp . 
Ihe rciol^eff^rftf vlfie prßc^dipg day., , .. 
'Mofe^tha^^ÜHw; ty^urt H^d elapae^ bcr» 
yondihe iim^iifihtir zppquUment^ vhen* 
Merlin imade^jlus appeafancev c j , ; . 2 > ] 

The Earl perceived in his countenance 
1^ ifidicattlHX ioF menlii} uiieasiiiess^ ^rch 
gave hifn^ibev.iiior*;.conoefn^ as hemip^ 
yp^A it' ti^ have dri$!&n fraq^iA - r^uctamt 
tb qiiatibe facyrmilage^' ..vebicfa ^entimeiU^y-if 
noi effectnally removed^ would embitt^t 
'i ; his 
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hisdays^ wheresoever they,migWBe passed ; 
ör even, perhäps, at last occa^iefi thre old 
ma» to decline bis ppomised viait to Ash- 
birt'y. 

The Earl, however, took na notiere of 
the alter^ron in hfe friend^s countenance,. 
büt-s^entty chiding hm Vor the delay, eh«* 
quired rf the Lady Bolebec were inclin^ 
to be of their party ?* . - • ; 

The hernait, who had been remaritablv 
exact in bis personal- attentions to her 
L^dyship> and, indeed/ very fond of con^ 
Tersing with her, looked a little uneom- 
fixrtable, when he foiirid that the party'was^ 
tobe more numerous than he had beforV 
expected; and vrhen he understoöd that 
Sir Humphrey Bohun also jntended td 
accompany them, he appeared still more 
disconcerted: 

They left the Castle, and as they walketf 
sfowly down the aveniiey which was thei- 
principal approach to the mansiön, Merlin 
whispered the Earl, that he had a circimt*- 
atance to raention, wfaitjH,. at prcscnt; he- 

desired 
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desired might be cpnfided to hts Loitdiship 
alone. — '* I have no secrcts/' said the her» 
mit, '^ but one does not aiways like tobe 
teased; and if Sir Humphrey Bohun hear 
tvhat I am about to teil you^ he will let 
me have no rest as long as I remain here/* 

The concluding part of the sentence 
made some ämends for the alann of the 
iotrodnction, as it in some measure con« 
firmed the dependance ^hich the Earl of 
Hereford bad original ly placed on the 
firmness and consisrency of Merlin's reso» 
lulion; he therefore told him, that they 
ti^uld invent some excuse for separating 
themselves from their compaHy ; but be-^ 
fore there occurred any opportunity of 
doing so, Bohun, who had observed that 
Merlin was unusually grave, tufned sud- 
denly round, and wirh a familiär tap on 
the Shoulder, said jocularly^ *' Why, how 
Bow, Merlin ? you are as dull asif you had 
•ecn the black spirit la« night/' ' • *" • 

Merlin was never 'tnore disconeertedj 

than by thift nmexpected q^i^tiOn-^he'de^ 

- tested 
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tested falsebood^ and hated that ^rt bf 
eqoivocal deception^ by which some per- 
sons thifnk they can guard themselves from 
the vice and disgrace of lying, withöul^ 
lo^ing the conveniency of it; and, at tlve 
same time^ he was nnwilling to expose 
himself to the raillery of Bohun^ which^ 
in the exhilarated State of bis spirits/ and 
Ihe depressed condition of his own^ he- 
feit that he could scarcely endure. 

He tried to disguise his^vexation as.vell 
as he could^ but it was not without some^ 
h^sitatjon that he replied — " I wisb I ha(f 
Seen him ; I should thea have been - much 
better satisfied." 

^' Has he been whispering again ?'' said- 
Bobum. ' ^ 

^ He has/' Said *he hermit; *' b«t Imikt 
sefToudy entreat you to say.no more'oni^ 
the subject at present." '. v^ ' 

vThe Sari of Hereford loeked^gi^ifTearti^^^S 
at Bohofi, who immediat% .cKah^ed^^im^ 
Convorsation ; but the cbe^rfutoessfcf the' 
putty w« dteipated in ätt inatai^t, fti?> ilt« 

(;..„. L>d|r*- 



THE BLACK SPIBIT Of THB' WYB« 91* 

Lady Bolebec . could not help thinking^ 
that the introduction of this extraordinary 
«gent again must have some relation to 
littleEdward; and thecuriosity of theEart 
rendered himalmostasunfit forconversation 
is Merlin himself, who was trembling with 
eagerness to disclose to his friend the ;i>in- 
gular circumstances which had happened. 
Thcir Visit was, therefore, converte4 
into asort of cursory lounge; and having 
taken a slight and transient view of the 
placCj which had been so ofteH a subject 
for grave dispiitation on the part of Mer* 
lio, and of merriment to Sir- Humphrey 
Bohun, the Earl of Hereford^ taking Mer- 
lin by the arm, drew him into a path 
which led towards the heath ; whilst the 
Lady Bolebec and Bohim retumed towards 
Mordeford Castle. / ^ 

" My dcar friend," Said ihe Bari; " it ^ 
grieYes metosee your.spirit« to Qvidently 
mitßfCied by any circum$tan^e«^,}wh^aQ!e«fta=^ 
fhey may be; bm , evilß, yfou koov/ are > 
Yigktcfxed \fy pai^tcipationi^ani i£>I ataq 
r b&«. sustain 
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ßuslaift ahy par t of 5 our sorrows, it h afi 
act of friendship to affbrd me the oppol^ 

tünity/' 

'' What I feel ät pfesent/' repited tht 
.heririt, '* is a mixture of terror and uh^ 
certainty, which cannot bc described — my 
soul is harrassed by a thousänd chimeras'. 
I will explaln myself, by rclating . the 
Strange occurrenres whfch havc happeiled. 

" After having ycsterday, oft itiy .returil^ 
to Hobne-wood^ looked aroutid amongst 
some of the poor cottagers, who have 
shewn me so tniwrh iindness fot many 
years, and shaken hands with them^ in thö 
sincerest hope that I may effect more bene*- 
fit towards them, by Icaving a rctiremetit 
in which I mnst have been sortietimes eyctl 
biirthensome to them, when 1 foolisHy 
supposed that I was only receivifig a due 
compen^^tion for Services^ ^vhicK, alas l 
were in th^nK^lves of tnore Meäl thäfr in* 
trtnsic value ; and with assured ^onfideiit^ 
that although we partcd/ pcrhaps io see 
et!ch other no more, on the delightfol. 

banks 



IL 
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banks of the Wye^ yet that we skall meet 
agatn in another and a better world ; in 
tbat blisaful seat^ 19 wkich no proud pre- 
eminence mocks the humility of tke poor, 
and where ttie souU bo longer ahackidd by 
forporepl encnnbrancies^ will expand in 
fall perfection of knowledgc zxid of hap« 
pin^flflj equnUy devokl of envy or of 
pride; where cares and troubles being 
past^ the haven of everlasting peace is the 
fewavd of just men made perfect. With 
this consolatory sentirocnt, I retired to the 
bennitage ; and kueeling down, commend« 
ed myself to the protection of Providence^ 
«duving the splitude and darkness of the 
Qight. Tben throwing myself on the pal- 
letj whicb had beem the companion of my 
melancholy for so tBany Iong> long years 
Qf ineiGTectual niourning, as I lay revolving 
in my mind .th^ principal occnrrencea 
wiiicb b^d vari^d: the monotony q£ weh an 
existence, * the aficußtomjed . voAce of the 
blacli: i^pirit« byt in,.a tQnje of anger, tbuR 

' Mischievous 
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^ Mis'chievous hermit^ bow thinkest tboti 
to deserve thal Heaven to which thou hast 
dared to apjpeal/when thou hast disobeyed 
its voice?' ; ^ 

f What meanest thou ?* I ani^wered. 

'' The voice replied — ' Why regardest 
thöu not my orders ?' , 

. '^ My tnind was so infent on the iraport* 
ant -eveiU^ to me importantj of Iquitting 
iny r^tirement, that at the moment; i 
scarcely thought of the discovery of the 
child^ but imagined that this visil müst 
have been occastotied b|r my Intention \o 
Jeave the bermitage. ' ; : v.<? r» 1 1 

" I could not remember that I hadever 
received any inticnaliön fromithe black 
spirit ; ^ahd I knew ifaaf T h^ nt^vfii ipre*^ 
sumed to think that il\was any toMif:T> i»r. 
pulse^ besides themeretikti^acfioiivfif m^ 
oWn unhappy mind^ which i had madk tue 
become an inhabitant of thiivblitaiy dkel- 
ling. Whilst I was musing^^lKe voice^' äs 
if impatient of an aoswer« J>rdceeded-^ 
^ How hast thou dareditomake known the 

abode 
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ibode öf tbe unfortunate woman^ when I 
eharged ihee on thy life, not to approach 
the ruim oF Rosetnont Castle ?' 

'I did not discover her abode/J re« 
pHed; 'nor did Tviftit the niins^ until the 
completioh of tbine own prophecy ga\'^e 
mej as I thought» permimon/ 

' WJio came to tbee ?' said Ihe votce. 

' Black spirit/ I replied, ' if thou hast 

the Bdcred fillet of celestial knowledge 

boUnd round tby brows, thou knowes^ 

iwho came to me. It is enough that thd 

, child IS restored to h» parents/ 

' Tben tby treacberyis manifest/ said 
tbevoice; 'and thou shalt feel the just 
resentmentof my insulted power/ 

' Tliy threats are «ain»' I replied : ' the 
juatice olbHfaven will tbii, myi {ivrotection •; 
therefoff^ S»taMc spirit, avaum M i , 

•/' A murmurinipmid r^sentful ^grban en«» 
sued-^Hi a feiA^inimites the thäi«;hed roof 
of the hermitigei was involved^ina blase 
of Ute. .1 .arose in. haste^ 'but the doot^ 
had beeflLi&slened on the outside; and it 
' Ip \va> 



9ji| .. ) ^-ras Gunr raiAa>- and 

W2|S-i)ot uotil I tvas aurrounded by tbe 
Qaipes« Vfbich «ogcd my garme&ts and my 
Imr^ that fear, giving me an increase of 
strength# I succe^ed in forcing epen fhe 
4ooi!w So vapidly 'destructive was thü 
t^dgeful elem^nt, ' tbat 1; had ecaroely qvk- 
ted tbe spot Isttfore the roof feil in; and 
every.part of my little dwelling capable 

df combustion . l«as^ in little more tban 

• • • 

halfaahoiir, entirely €t)ntsume(l; 

'^ Had aofiy hu man beinrg been there^ the 
ligbt dii&sed by Ibe flämes mua( bav(& ex-' 
posed bim to my leiew. 

':^ Ämid^t the general wreck>- 1 did »not, 
hotwey^r, forget tbe lihenks wbictk >^ere 
due to Ptovidence, for haYiiig preserved 
n)e unhiirt, amidst tbe ravag<M 6( V^ de- 
vouring fiame. I in voked the bla^ npifit 
to witness ibe impötence ^ bis tmileveH 
lence» » wbilst coasoioutf <that I bad not \vil- 
fiiUy oSended, I could look dn*tbehavoc 
made by bis revenge, if not wltb tranqiiit« 
Ii4y> at teaat wit^itt repining« Tbe ßrsr 
Christiaiis suffcffed penecutioo j^yfully; 

'Surely/ 
' 3 
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' Surely/ said I, ^ we may learn at least 
to bear it patiently/ 

'* The affectionate cottagers, alarmed by 
the conflagration, and apprehensive for 
my säfety, hastened to render their friendly 
a^istance. Every one was anxious to 
know the cause of what they^ at first^ sup- 
posed to be an- accident. My recliitic 
mode of üfe, and the inoflTensiveness of it, 
rendercd it scarcely possible to imagine, 
that there could be on the face of this 
earth^ any creature so diabolical asto have 
attempted to overwhelm a harmlcss old 
man in so terrible a destruction, One of 
the cottagers, however, who lives at no 
«great distance from the hermitage, has af- 
•forded some intelligence, which renders me 
nncertain on this head^ and has increased 
• my doubts respecling the black spirit ; to 
•whqm, however questionable might be his 
shape, I am compelied to attribute the 
burning of the hermitage. 

^ '' This pöor fellow was awakened out of 
his sieep, by a knock at the door; and on 

vei.. n. p enquiring 
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encjuiring who was there, was answered — 
' Go and bury the burnt carqase of yoiir 
old hertnit !' , 

'^ The man, in great consternation, 
opened the door, but saw no one. Ob-^ 
serving, however, an uncommon lightj^ in- 
the- direction towards the hermitage, he 
ran that way ; and in a few minutes having 
passed the corner of the wood, which had 
before obscured the spot from his \iew, 
saw the blazing thatch, andhastening for- 
ward,' was one of the first who arrived to 
niy assistance. 

^' The poor fellow was overjoyed to 
find n^.e alive, and unhurt by the flames; 
and having communieated an account of 
the manner in which he received' intelli- 
gence of the üre, his ncighbours agreed 
with him in suspecting the unknown in- 
formänt/ of the villainy of a transaction 
which, I think, it is almost eqiially difficult 
to attribute to human turpitude or corpo- 
real agenry.*' < 

*' My dear ffiend/' said the Earl, w}?i> 
• ' had 
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had listened to the relation with great 
attention, '' it is evident that the black 
spirit, by whatsoever means the deception 
may have been practised, must be ei t her, 
directly or indirectly, connected witU the 
persons concerned in stealing Edward de 
Bolebec ; and, perhaps, on comparing the 
account which was broug4it to Mordeford 
Castle yesterday, with the circumiitances 
you have now related, some light may be 
thrown on the transaction, which is still so 
much involved in njystery. Ferhaps you 
h^e not been apprised of the return of 
the pld shepherd's sons to the ruins of 
RosenrQnt." 

'' Are tliey there?" said Merlin. 

" No," replied the Earl ; " their father 
left them at his cottage, when he came to 
Mordeford Castle yesterday ; but on his 
return thither, which was in the afternoon, 
they had just quilted the spot; and, aswe 
have understood this mornin^jr, have not 
since been seen there." 

'* But how can their return,'' rejoined 

' p 2 'Merlin, 
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: Merlin, '^ accoimt for the voice vvhich I 
haVe so repeatedly heard ; the scfeams and 
groans which have again and again ap- 
pnlled me, though fortifiöd by all the re- 
flections by which rny mind could prepare 
itself, against the influences of terror or 
surptise ? 

" How could it explain the wonderful 
dictates of the invisible^ respecting him 
\vho was to be the instrument of the dis- 
covery of the child? ör elucidate the 
eqiially surprising a(*compIishment of so 
extraordinary a prqphecy ? 

'* What assistance can it afford iis, m 
forming any new opinion, respecting the 
supernatural agency, by which an agoniz:- 
ing shriek was made inimediately to follow, 
and to be seemingly produced by a blow 
cf niy stafFupon the chair? 

'^ These things still appear ta me to ad- 
mit of no change of senhment, respectfng 
their production. And even if it were 
possiblß to conceive, . that the removal of 
the pitc^er and the loaf had been effect^d 

by 
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bv the robbers, or even that the same men 
set fire to my hermitage, in order to have 
accomplished such effects, they must have 
steeped my sensesin forgelfiilness, in a 
manner which, being wholly iinconscious 
of it, I never coiild allow cvcn to the 
.most obstinate and perrinacious disput- 
ant." 

*' I am not able," replied the Earl, '' to 
answer any öf these questions; they have 
,often preseuted themselves to my mind ; 
but I dare go no farfher than this— that as, 
on the ope hand, we have no right to deny 
that rin event is impossible, beraube we dp 
not See it happen, so on tl\e oihcr, we 
have no right to assume that any event 
must necessarily depend on this or that 
partjcular cause^ merely on account ofour 
having sometimes witnessed, that the like 
has been so produced. 

*' I would still look forward to some 
explanation of circumstances, so truly 
wonderful as those which have happened 
^t the hermitage, without presuming to 

F 3 . entertain 
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entertain any doubts respecting the facts 
themselves, or that they niay have been 
produced by supernatural agency ; but af 
the same time, without pretending to deny 
that they may have been brought aboutby 
natural means, employed in an extraordi- 
nary manner, which, although at present 
hidden from our knowledge,^nd inscrut- 
able to my researches, may hereafter be 
fully arid satisfactorily explained, so as to 
be capable of ä clear and undoubted ap- 
prehension/' 

Merlin, who always altended, with a de- 
gree of respect bordering on religious awe, 
whenever his noble and judicious friend 
delivered his opinions^ was so well satlsfied • 
with the degree of coincidence which he 
perceived between tHe sentiments which 
he \\zd just heard, and those which he him- 
self entertained, that he imm^diately as- 
sured the Earl, that notvyithstanding Sir 
ifumphrey Bobun's notions, he had no 
more bias in favour pf the existence of the 
black spirit, than of any of the necroman- 

tic 
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tic legendsof antiquity; and that heshould 
iinfeignedly rejoice at the arrival of a pe- 
riod, in wbich the thick films which now 
obstruct our intell&ctual vision, shoiild .be 
coiiipletely removed, and the rays of pure 
aqd eternal truth admitted in all their na- 
tive splendor and refulgence. 



. CHAP. V. 



As they proceeded» towards Mordeforcl 
Castle, '' You see, my Lord/' said Mer- 
lin, " that if I had been inclined to super- 
stition, I might have pleaded the fire at , 
the hermitage, as a proof that I was act- 
ing in Opposition to my duty, by deter- 
mining to quit the place; I «Tiight have 

F 4 * called. 
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callecl it a judgment from Heaven, for cn- 
tertaining such a design." 

^' You might, indeed/' Said the Earl, 
*''and with as much reasön as the miracle* 
jnongers of the day ; thotigh you will al- 
iow, that to burn your habitätion, was ra- 
ther an extraordinary method of inviting 
you fo remain there. 

'' However, among the truly supersti- 
tious^ the more absurd any thing is, the 
more credit is usually attached to it. They 
consider, that if it required no in^enuity 
to divest it of its miraculous covering, it 
would rieither be worth the trouble of 5e- 
fending or propagating rt; and thuSr^V^the 
empire of wonder has spread its dommion 
far and wide, and acquires new subjects 
^aily, from the natural love which all the 
Hvorld have for what exceeds their compre- 
hension. 

" This has occasioned necromancv lo 
tccome a science ; änd the custom of at- 
tachiiig to wise men and philosophers, in 
lall ageis, the notion of their being conju- 

rors— 
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Tors — at least, among the profane and illi- 
terate vulgär. 

'*' The principles of natural philosophy 
are known but to very few; the pheno- 
mena of nature are, therefore, öften 
reckoned miraculous, because they are not ' 
understood. The different effects of con- 
federacy being secret, excite, by their va- 
rious combinations, all the sentiments of 
astonishment, terror, and admiration. 

'^ Among a rüde and barbarous people, 
like our Pictish or Scandinavian ancestors, 
ivhat would not have been the effect, pro- 
duced by the sight of the embattled pha- 
lahx of the Macedonians, clad in complete 
panoply ? 

" What must have been the Impression 
on the mind of a simple shepherd of the 
Alps, if he should have been an a sudden, 
removed from his native mountains, into 
the imperial city, and have there beheld- 
panthers, tygers, elephants, and lions, ihe 
savage monarcbs of the forest, tamely 
i§ubmitting to be härpessed to triumphal 

F 5 cars. 
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" cars, and crouching at ihe feet of the effe- 
minate and liixurious Romans ? 

'' Undoubtedly, he would not have per- 
ceived at once, all the various circilm- 
tstances which musthave concuYred, to pro- 
duce a spectacle so astonishing. He could 
not deny the evidence of his senses. In 
hasty attempts to arrive at some conclu- 
sion, he would resort to the common^ I 
had almostsaid, intuitive practice of man- 
kind — he -would have called i^ miraculöus; 
or attributed the inexplicable and novel 

^ scene, to the influence of demoniacal 
agency, or the art magical.' 

" Persohs riding on hörseback, clothed 
and armed, through a country in which 
neither horses nor armour had ever been 
Seen before, would naturally have pro- 
duced equal astonishment among the in- 
habitants. 

'• Unaccustomed to such an heteroge- 
neous combination of form, would it be^ 
«nlikely that they should mistake them for 
beings of a superior order, ör that they 

should 
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should imagine the rider to l?e a consti- 
tuent part of the animal that carried him ? 

'^ You andl hear the sound of the hu- 
man voice, in a manner to which we have 
not been accustomed— we feel surprised ! 
Effects follow, and seem to be produced 
by the voice, which we have been used to 
observe, only from the exercise of corpo' 
real organs and muscular strength, as of 
the hands and feet impelled by the power 
of voUtion — we are then astonished ! 

" Perhaps/ like the Macedonian pha- 
lanx, the Roman triumph, and the figure 
of the Equestrian, this raay be only won- 
derful to us, because it is stränge ; and al- 
though we cannot account for'it, the ef- 
fect may depend upon natural cnuses, per- 
fectly accordant with the general regula- 
rity of that vast System which we inhobit, 
* without knowing how or when it was 
constructed, or how and to what ^nd pre- 
served. 

*' In like manner, a person, when he 
first hears his öwn voice reflected in reit- 

F 6 erated 
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erated cadences, is astonished at the echo* 
It is sometiraeseven more than astonishing 
-^under some circumstances, almost terri- 
fic, But although he might not be able 
philotophically to explain the principles 
of it^ he might yet know that they are ca- 
päble of elucidation ; he might even per- 
ceive, that his rem oval a few paces from 
the spot where he had witnessed so singu-» 
lar a phenomenon, pr even giving ano- 
ther direction to his voice^ was capabfe of 
altering the eflTect which had at ßrst siir- 
prised and affrighted him. 

*' We return, therefore, I think, to the 
original axiom, that we have no right Xo 
deny that time may uiiveil that which is 
at present hidden in mystery; may afford 
a coraplete explanation of that whicb we 
are now ignorant of, and remove our 
doubts respecting siibjects now the most 
obscure and intriSate. 

'* Nay, farther, that as explanation, 

wh^never it come, must always reach us 

throagh the medium of our corporeal 

6 senses. 
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senses^so it is, at least, reasonable to ex- 
pect, that what has been mysterioiis, will 
resol veitseif, by natural means, into piain 
matter of fact, cognizable by the same 
sensQs, and consequently capable of de- 
xnanstration." 

Merlin, more and more impressed by 
the enlightened observations of the Earl 
of Hereford, would have willingly pro- 
tracted his walk tili the verge of daylight, 
bur they had now neariy reached Morde- 
ford Castle. 

. The Lady Bolebec and Sir 'Humphrey 
Bbhun had returned some time before; 
and intelligence of the destruction of the 
liermhage, in so wanton and atfocious a 
manner, had already affbrded them a suffi- 
cient reason for the gloom and dcjection 
which had overspread the counfenance of 
Merlin, when they parted from him at 
noon. 

. Bohun, who, althowgh no man was more 
fond of that good-humoured bilarity, 
which is always productive of mirth in 

those 
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those who witness it, as well as those who 
possess it, well knew, not only that-raillery 
should never be pursued longer than the 
person rallied maintains his good humour 
equally with those around him^ but that 
although follics and prejudices are at some 
* times fair game, there are periods when 
it is improper to meddle with them. He 
had, therefore, feit very uncomfortable, 
when he found that his remark respecting 
the black spirit was so ill-timed; for he 
had a sincere regard for the old hermit, 
and would have done any thing in his 
power to' promote his happiness, 

On the return of Merlin to the Castle, 
with the Earl of Hereford, Bohun ap^ 
proached them ; and with more serious- 
ness in his manner than usual^ taking the 
hermit by the hand, said, '^ My dcar Kler- 
lin, I have two great favours tb ask of yoii, 
which, I trustj you will be equally di^posed 
to grant — the first is, that ybu will forgive 
my abruptness and unseasonable levity this 
morning." 

. '* Indeed, 



^ » 
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. ''Indeed, Sir Hiimphrey/' replied Mer- 
lin, " it was already notonly forgivcn biit 
•forgöttert; for T could not imagine what 
you were going to say." 

*' The second request/' continued Bo- 
hun, '^ is, that as your hermitage has been 
destroyed, yoü will accept of another in 
the neighbourhood — andaccördingly, take 
up your abode, henc^forth, in any apart- 
ment of this Castle which you like best, 
excepting the kitchen, which I cannot 
spare, and the great hall, in which the 
noise made at Christmas would disturb 
you/* 

'' I am very grateful, Sir Knight," re- 
plied Merlin^ •' for your friendship and 
kindness; but I trust you* will not «hink me 
the less so, if I decline your oßer, as I 
have a previous engagement. 1 do not, 
however, intend to refuse your proflered 
hospitality altogether, and will thankfuUy 
accept an apartment, wherever you please, 
for a few days. " 

*' But, my good friend, why not re- 

main 
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main here constantly ? why bury yourself 
in the woods again ?" 

'' What would you think of lAe, Sir 
Humphrey, if I shouid abandon the her- 
mit's garb altogether ? I scarcely consider 
niyself as having any right to it^since they 
have burnt my habitation." 

'' J shoüld think/' repliecj the Knight, 
'" that you deserved the character of a 
/wise man, although you niight then pro- 
bably lose that of a conjuror." 

Merlin srailed — ^' I have really sorae 
such intention, Sir Humpbrey, but I as- 
sure YOU it was neither oceasioned by the 
. firej, not the black spirit, but by my noble 
ffriend here, who has taken great pains tp 
convince tne T>f the äbsurdity and impro- 
priety of my conduct/' " , 

'^ Weil/' replied Bohun, '^ you may 
settle that between yourselves ; but Mer- 
linj if you do ^' quit the habit," as the 
monks call it, I must insist upon it that you 
give me yoür shoeö/' 

'' One of them, most readily/' said 

Merlin^ 
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Merlin, (with increasing viyacity) ; '' the 
other I intend to keep ; lest, if I take it in 
my head to turn hermit again, I should not 
be able io furnish nvvself with another 
pair, for want of a pattern." 

*' One will do; I wanted it only as a 
present to my friend, Sir John Vanhättem, 
Viho has a room stuflTed with ciiriosities 
and antiques, which have been raked out 
of his moat and fish-ponds, or dug out of 
Roman barrows and military highways. 
There are a thousand namelcss rarities of 
Vncommon birds, which he believes to 
have been hatched from the kerneis of fruk- 
trees; fishes, with wings to fly in the air; 
and an incredible number of nmbos of 
shields, spear heads, ravels of spurs, and 
broken jugs, not one of which is half sq 
curious^ or so well worth preserving, as 
Merlin 's shoe." 



CHAR 
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CHAP. VI. 



Th£ cottagers in the viclnity of the her- 
mitage were so much exasperated by the 
destruction of it, which they absolutely 
looked lipon as sacrilege, that of their own 
accord, they madethemost diligent search 
after the persons who had been guilty of so 
flagrant an act. No part of the wood, 
nor of the adjoining chase, escaped their 
scrutiny. They approached even the ruins 
of Rosemont ; and so great were their re- 
spect and veneration for the hermit, that, 
even the terrific apprehension of a thoii- 
i?and spectres, the grim inhabitants of the 
iinferr^al regions^ and all the mangled limbs 

or 
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or headless trunks, of those who had been 
miirdered in the dreary vaults, and which 
were believed to travei'se the detested spot 
continually, making the day gloomy and 
the mght hideous,wereinsufficient to deter 
them from advancing even to the bushes 
which surrounded the walls. Beyond them 
they cöuld not penetrate; noV did they 
look with sufficient attention, to discover 
the passage Icading to the old shepherd's 
cottage. 

In the whole of their search, tney nei- 
ther detected the oflTenders, nor obtained 
5^ny infoi*mation Which could fix suspicion 
upon any one, or was at all likely to assist 
them in their enljuiries. 

They loved the hermit with filial aflTec- 
tion, and attended to his injiinctions with 
the most religions^ punctuality. He had 
been the umpire of all their dispntes, fhe 
judge of all their difBculties^ their in- 
striictor, their counsellor, and theirfriend. 

In taking leave of them, he had pro- 

mised 
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inised fo.be their frequent visitor ; that his 
ears should be always open to their appli- 
cations, wheresoever he might be; and 
that the study and the pleasure of his re- 
maining days, would be to promote their 
happiness3 and the vvelfare of their .chil- 
dren. 

They had seen the little dwelling, which 
they had determined among theraselyes tp 
fence round by an cnclosure, to preserv? 
it from injury or encroachment, as^ a mo- 
nument of their regard fpr thevirtues of 
him who had once tenanted the humble 
shed — savagely torn from their cgstody 
^nd their gratitude, by riiflSan hands, who 
had given it to the devouring flames, and 
threatened the life of their benefactor. 

The place, however, remained ; verdure 
^till smiled around it ; and the gröve of 
teech, the row of elms, and the wide.- 
spreading pak, beneath whose branches the 
hermit, in primitive simplicity, and with 
almost patriarchal dignity, delivered his 

admonitiöris. 
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ddmonitions, or prönounccd his reproofs, 
still marked the spot which had been so 
long endeared to them. 

The ivy, which clung with increasing 
attachment to the end of the hermyl^age^ 
nearly perished with it; but thehawthorn, 
which grew by its side, was left a melan- 
choly mourner. 

Its blossoms were eagerly sought for by 
the youthful peasants, to decorate their 
garlands on days of festivity ; and as long 
as a vestige of it remained, it was regarded 
with as mach venefation as the Glastoh- 
bury thorn. 

It was first a meraorial, next a relic, 
and afterwards a charm. Happy was the 
rustic who could possess himself by stealth, 
of a morsel of the precious wood ; and he 
preserved it with as much care, as^ in after- 
times^ the admirers of Shakespeare trea- 
sured the fragments of the mulberry-tree, 
reared by the band of their Immortal 
bard. 

«' Behold 
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** Behold this fair goblet was formed from the ttec, 

Which, O riiy sweet Shakespeare, was plantcd by thee ;. 
As a relic I kiss it, and bow at thy shrine, * 

What cotnes from thy hand^ must be ever divlne !" 

Sflr Hutnphrey Boliun caused the cot- 
tager^ who had been called up in the night 
by the stranger, as before related, to be 
sent for to Mordeford Castle, in order that 
he might be particiilarly questioned rela- 
tive to the affair. 

His accfount did not at all vary from 
that which Merlin hadalready stäted to the 
Earl of'Hereford. 

Having no previous suspicion of such 
ai;i Qccurrence, his attention t^o the person 
who knocked at his door was only ättract- 
ed by the singularity of the communica- 
tion. He said that he came out immedl- 
,ately, and saw no person there ; but that 
as the night was dark, it would have been 
easy for anybgdy to have esrapcd out of 
sight, in the time which was requisite for 
opening the door : that he heard' no foot- 

steps. 
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Steps; biit accounted for that, by observ- 
ing that bis cottage stood on a piece of 
snrooth turf, ov^r which any onp passing 
lightly, especially when nq particular at- 
tention was directed to him, roight escape 
.notice^ 

He feit so much concern on accoufit of 
the hermit, who^ he said, had been a fa- 
ther to him, that he lost every othcr con- 
sideration, in hastening to see if it was too 
late to aflford him any assistance ; and that 
he was so niuch rejoiced to find the old 
man safe and iinhurt, that he for awhile 
forgot the manner of the communication 
which had brought him to the spot. •► 

Tbc suspicions of Sir Humphrcy Bohun 
and Bolebec naturally feil upon the sons 
of the old 'shepherd ; and as there nojy 
seemed to be but little probability of their 
venturing to return to Rosemont, Sir 
. Iliigb was anxious that the old man and his 
/amily should now leave the ruins, lest 
, they should be exposed to pei'sonal in- 
jury^ from the resentment of the two vil- 

lains; 
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feins, ..wJiD, if they should dkcever that 
tbe herfpit had, escaped tbeir vetigeaMe, 
ypiijtji pprhaps, föllow up that diabolical 
effor^, by a deed even of still Wacker dye; 
The sl>epherd and his wife were, tbere- 
fqre, directed to repair to Mordeford Cas- 
tle, brihging with tbem their sheep and 
goats; for there was, even at that perioi|,. 
as Sir,Humphrey Bohun obsen^ed, sotne- 
-tbing in the character of an EnglisbraM, 
/which made bim feel a gratification, evön 
In the semblance of berng independisint^ 
a,ny respect,' boweyer he migbt stand fh 
need of assistance and protection, in tbe 
TOOst important points. M 

Such is, indeed, the difference betweeii 
the sentiments of a free man and a sli^e^; 
w' and it is a great error, to believe that the 

V condition of the lower x:lai^es of this W^ 

tion, even in the feudal times, (when 
it is acknowledged that severe oppre^- 
sions were too often practised with- 
out the power of redress, ) was of ' ä 
description eithef half so degrading, dr 

half 
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half so tnuierable^ as that of the vassab of 
the nortbern countries at present^ muck 
le» in the p«riod of Visigothic barbarism. 

When Devereux left Morideford Castle, 
it has been related that it was his Inten- 
tion 40 pushforward, with th)^ utmost ex- 
peditidn» towards the viilage in which the 
parents of the unfortunate Agnes lived. 

He only stopped to bait his horses^ and 
take some refreshment^ with which one of 
his attendants was provided^ once during 
the whole day ; and would have proeeeded 
thröugh the night^ without halting a se- 
cond time ; but his horses were so com- 
pletely tired^ that he found it necessary^ 
by the time it became dark^ to seek for a 
lodging for binfiself and his servants. 7 

As the43un was setting, its declining rays 
had been brilliantly reflected from a 
buUding on the summit of a high hill^ 
nearly in a direct line before them. The 
eSect was so striking, that it coiild not be 
Overlook^d. The roads were very intri- 
Cate, andthere were a variety of different 

VOL. !!• G paths 
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i|^tli8 wd interdecti^ns, v^hich fiaight liaVe 
ipuzzied any person not perfectly ^U m^ 
quäkited With tfae countiy ; aad ßevejpeinc 
iiaviüg never been therebefore, was induced 
rathej* tq steer hk course by particubf db^ 
jects, tlian any . acqüaintance vidi tfae 
jgtogrt^y 6f the district. It was bccoäl^ß' 
dark— rthey häd got info a niarrow T0$i4» 
lind thie recoHection of the high hill ^hjch 
they had noticed at sun-setting, was,.t)i^ 
pnly clue by which they were appmed^ jbf 
Ike^i^eep ascent uppo ivhich they wi^f 
now enteiritig^ that they must haVe am^?0d 
a^ tbe foot of the eminence^. on vrjbich 

tbey b?id seen the large mapsion'-bouse. ,,v 
Äs the place selsmed to belpng tP so/n^ 
person of opultfnce and coiu}ition^ ,]>f^-^ 
ireui; formed the resokition» .as. they w^Rce 
leadiqg their horses ,up the hilJU i^.^^f^ 
entertainment and a night's lodgii^ ^^B^* 
. ,When they arrived at the top of thf /as« 
ce»t, a narre w road^ branching off 4o .;t|ie 
, left hand^ seemed to lead towards/tha nun* 
aipn. D^v^r^u)(> tbexefore, .dirQcted. oae 

of 
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ti^hh servants to ride forward; and ztih 
*ountc, according to the^usage crf the 
fimäB^ Wbo he was ; to etiquire whp resided 
there, and to request the accotnmodation 
öt a night% lodging. 

- Having waited some time in expcctation 
'4}f tfce retnrn of thc sörvant, Devereux 
Irdng ^omewhat surprised at his delay, 
^Wa6 proceeding himsclf towards ihe man- 
irfbn; when he met thc fellow Coming back. 
He Said tbat he had both knocked and 
tutfg at the gate, but could not'mäke any 
■öne hcah.s * x ' 

The horscs werc so much fetiguid; By 
tlie badness of the roads and the lengtti öf 
the jötimey) that it appeared not önly 
difRcult, but' imprac^icable, to procfel^ 
ftüfch fafther; and thereforc/ Devereuk 
ÄrterCiincd, at alt events, ^to make one 
diöre cfl&rt to gain admittance. 
'*lt was' a castel]at6d mansion, with a 
courtbefore it, on theside by which they 
approached- An iron gate sccured the 
eotriäace/aüd by ihc side of it was ap- 
^^ . c 2 pendant 
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pendant (he bandle of a bell. ' This bell 
had been rung by the servairtj but he 
could not procure any answer from thÜii 
within, although it was evident that 'the 
house was inhabited^ by the neatniess öhf 
servable every where. They pulled the 
bell again^ but in vain; and as it was iTri^ 
posäible either to open the gate or climB 
oyei^the wall, they had no other alteraative 
than to retreat altogether, or endcaväiit 
to find some other ehtrance'. * ^ "^ 

It was becoming darker every moBtetrti 
and their desire to obtain admittahce'AV^ 
aügmented by this circumstance, ai well as 
by the Stimulus of curiö^ity. >-^>-i 

' Tbey gröped their way round tht'iiryil 
which enclosed the cöürt, >ätid after ' st>tnfe 
time daine to a fiight of steps/ wherd onfi 
öf the attendants reraaiiied; holdine 'fhe 
horses, whilst Devereüx/ with the otUöf, 



■« " V,l 



proceeded to exämihe the buiiding on tMt 

^^^^'/' " '■ •' ' ■■■■.■ "'':^; 

' Yh6 step^ brotight thettl upoh a liänd- 
*oin!e ^^eräbei'pävea witK$tbö(^aÄd gulai^ 
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ed.by a parapet ; at each angle of which, 
va6 a stone pillar^ or obelii^^ of considera* 
l^leheight. 

.The boildiog appeared to be very stately^ 
and a long ränge of Windows opened uponr 
th^ terrace« which^ from its elevation> 
seemed' to command an extensive pros* 
pecfi but the darkness prevented then» 
from .forming any certain opinion aboiit it. 
Tbeobject of the travellers wasprincipally 
1o gain admitlance into the iTiterM)r of the 
bo^use; but.on thisside they qoukl ^ot per- 
jC^f&ive any ^Dtrance at all. 
; At the termination of the terrace wa^ 
another flight of Steps. Devcrcux, deterr 
mined to proceed^ descended. At ^ the 
^oot pf the Steps was an operi porch or 
archway^ le^ding into a long passage^ 
v^hich they supposed led to the house. 
Xbcy entered it withput besitation, and it 
b/pught them to a door^.to which was af- 
ftxed a large brass ving. Devereux pulled 
iL ..and heard the sound of a bell^ whjch, 
ffpm th^violence that had been used. 

*' '. ' W" . ^ J . . 1* ■ • . • .\ . , i 

. , ^ G 3 continued 
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brations. :.:*, r jjjq 

Itr Iiacbacareely cieased»; whrai tfoe|i. beard 

sometperson Walking witbin ; but th6 j^cäAP 

of the fi)ots(^eps grodually - died Jawäiy # > ^jpd 
Deirereux;^ impatient of sujch apparent 
€hurlishne8s> applied htmself wicb . vigonr 
tß^ the bel}^ and rang a seccmd peat «>till 
louder Iban the ßrst ^...Ai' 

■: In a fev itiinutesi a ligfat appearedf jaHb^ 
end of a cross passage on the kß; b»ivte . 
«nd « small window« opeimg, ^' Inaii) 
lMi:edi0iit and demaiuied What ihey; tneaijit 
bj[ ringing that bell ? t 

ödDeTÄieux replied, thath^ was a str^mger, 
Vfho, being benigbted^ and his horsi^ w»^ 
isbJeiyto proceöd by reason of fatsgu^« was 
ütsitroiis oi bein^g . accommodat^ wiib.it 
lödgiog for bimsdf and his servants^ -m 
yj *' lEhe family is ab^ent/* säid the tiian^ 
"Who loolged like an old tservaht, and badvii 
¥ery n^pecitiüble appe^s^ance ; ^^-andtberer 
fore^ befor^ I dare ad«ik <y ou . into um 
H house, ' 
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kerne, Imustbe informed wha yotr'itre^ 
«ad wiiat brings you to tkis unfirqiieii^eii 
fht% afvo late aa hour f" t f 

^ l am iMr son oF the Earl of Herefot^/' 
answered; Devereux ; '^ and I am going on 
P^icttkir bosmeis from Mordeford Castle, 
where my fafher now isj to a small yiliagcr 
iVBaf Sernwood Forest ; zv^\ äs t)ie affiiir is 
«u^gfenl: Vi^f^ gladly have travellcd all 
night> hiit my hoi*ses^ %vhicb are' at tbi 
Ibol of tb^ ateps leading to the terrace^ 
•M^^Oable to proceed/' '^ : 

i.'/:«* You mentiöned Mordetord Casthfi;^^ 
Mf^^he^orier^; '' pray teil me wfaöjfivei 
there how ?'* \ .i '! 

.^^? Sil* Hömphrey Bohun/' replied De- 

<*«'.'* He'docs/' Said the oH man, ^ andi I 
4a#^ 8ä}^ H 18 all right; and though I do 
jiot like to admit ^trangers after it is daik^ 
l'wiHnDt refuse you a lodging. Let your 
iiortes be brought round to the opposite 
«kte>k>l ithe building, and I will send a peiv 
90D tooin«et vi^bcok." 
.^^i;i^d G 4 Devereux 



Devereux prdered'the servant ta<reti]rit^ 
and as»$t in leading the horsesi.. tp tl^ 
place where he was desir^d. The pQriesfx 
immediately opened the door, and^adopiit** 
ted Devereux into the mansiom He U^l^, 
lowed him thrpugh thepassage^ vhich tejr- 
inioated at the foot of a noble stairc^se^^ 
tbat seemed to l^ad to the principal apartri 
ip.ents. Here the old servant requested 
DeyereuTc to wait for a Few minutes, >yb^St: 
he procüred the keys; and.setting dowQij 
the lamp >yhich he had carried in his hai^«,^ 
crp^ed . a quadrangle^ which« frpm i^fr 
s^jijn^ pf his footsteps^seemfsd ofqp^sid^rp 
abl^^ize. . :". i 

Devereux presently heard the gate$^^ui^ 
locked and ynbolted ; and thie appear^pce 
both of the men and horscs was sufl^ient* 
tp remove any doubt which..might l^Yj^ 
reinaiiied on the mind of the pQrt(frj,jreY^- 
spjecting his gi^ests: the formf^i; beii3i||g 
properly habited as the attepdants ot.per^. 
sohis Qf4istinction in that ag^^in pea^f^]}jg^ 

t^mes;^an4, tb? laUer. ap^^j^eR^pg ^k^r^mti 
! _^ , scriptipn 
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sertptiöni alreadjr given X)f them by Deye- 
reü^ exactly, for they were scarcely ablb' 
l^pstand upon their l^gs ; so thac he was 
perfectly convinced no deceit had been 
practised upon hhn. 

The oM man desired the servants^ ta 

» 

leave the care of the horses to a ladAvhota 
|ie called> and directed lo give them 
provender; obscrving, that they seemed 
not iriuch more m wajit of it than their 
ticlers; and then invited the attendants^ 
into the kiteben, whilst he Itghted Deve- 
reux up the staircase into a handsome 
apartment^ which'appeared to bave ^6tii 
formerly furuished withcooisiderahleiinig« 
mficence* 

r 

'^iOn tbesen^ants entenng. the kitcl)en^^^ 
Üity viere met by a neat old woman^ the 
jßöhevk vrife^ who hnmediately enquked 
if' they bad not rung at th^ front g»te 
alnrnt half an hour before? On being ao^T 
^Weried in theafficmative — '* Tbere now^'** 
^d sbe, "^ I knew that I was rights for. 
attiioU^b i- did not hear it^ I saw the wireSv 
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move ; but my husband has got Mcfi*^ änr 
obstinate sptrit of cöntradrcfiöti/ tlMit^ 
sooner tfiah acknowledge h^e w eV^f hl^he 
wrong, he wöuld* dcny ttiat^ (fcc Aiodti «iPft* 
ahines at midnight.^ 

'^ It appeared' that tbis was one oT tbase^ 
Ifftppy couples^ whom perhaps ^Love fintb 
jöined together, for thc purpöse ^f shet^ 
ihg the effcct of perpetual colKsfoA - • ' ^ 

*' Gehttemen/' addcd the offene}^ te- 
itn^e, *^ it was not my feuTt that yoi>^hSv6- 
bcen detabied so^long at the gate;/Äi^ t^ 
ani exceeding sorry för \t; fori toMi'Wfev 
dbstftiatefelltm/' pointfng-to herh^rsbänd,. 
who ^s just retiirncd- tö th^j: kitcherti,. 
'ftbati was cert^n sure there was öötoch 
body iinglflg al the belf ; bat he^-w<Aifd! 
»ot beffeVfe if; thdeec^' Büe^ tttrndä m€?!K>R 
iÄforciltan an oW appk-wortnan/* ■ '' 

•* Hold your rioiisensical tongue;? 'ijäid : 
fbie' mäh ; ''the gwtlemen nni^ thcR^Kapf I^! 
bell, and not the beH yötf lalk of^'> Then 
tSkihg »p the lighti he s^wone he^^would^ 
tHif nol^ngjer^tobeplägived tty Ktft*i^<yhe^ 
'■'''■■■' and 
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and retumed to the room to which he hadt 
f^^oducted Devereux. 

iHe found h^m admiring fhe coropart- 
ment«. of Ihe wainaoo V which were finel y 
carved; aud told hinij fhat if he had any 
eimosity to .see the rest of the apartments, 
in the morning He would attend him, for 
the purpose of being his guide ; but pre- 
tumed^ that at present he would be glad 
jof hifr. supper, which, he wassorry to say^ . 
would be no better than a few eggs, auch* 
4>eiog.the ouly provision he had in the* 

\ jQevereux thanked him fbr his hcRipita* 
lityV butaauirad him that he intended to; 
punsue' bia* journey at sun-rising ; andj . 
/tiMKrefore, ;that whilst supper was prepair-» 
dmgv if her would indulge him wtth a. sight 
•f the hou9e> he sheuld feel the 'mqre 
jebli^ed; observing/ thaft from- tbe view 
Slirfaadx>f iton their appropch, it appeared« 
'U>^ be a very magniSceiit Building. 
r»i ; f ' ' It is so/* Said tbe old, ma«n;."'b^t: 
.«iasi m-y Lord has not ^e^n^h^rf;, tt)ciae< 
^t,^- g6 manv 
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many ycars; and though we keep it nf 
pretty good repair^ it is hathing like whal 
it, used lo be formerly^^-^^whcn it w^ ü\\^ 
with Company^ week after weck, and für* 
nished with plenty of good chjeer/' : » 

" Pray what is the name of your mas- 
ter ?" Said Devereux. 

'' He is the Earl of ClifFora/' replied 
the seryant; '^ but he has not been. i» 
England these many years." 
. ." I thought he had.been dead/* said 
Dipvereux,. •. :.? 

*' No^ Sir, I hope not. He went to 
France, and afterwards to Rom e; and some 
peoplp.^jd that he was murdered therie; 
hov^ever, that is not true, -for I saw ttim 
on.ce $inc e at Clifford Castle,, with* the EafI 
^f Leicester; but they l^d a dkpute» andi 
my Lord swore thal be woold never s^t 
hii^ foot iii that place again^ and nobddy 
kj^ows where he went Ip. It is a great 
pity to leave such a bouse as tbi»/* iJ 

. Th€;ppjrter now returned once^more toi 
his wiTc, to give directions abQu^sup|lcsL9 



I 
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and after anofher qiiari»el about the man- 
ÄCr in which the eggs should he dressed, 
came back to Dcvereux, biit not before 
he had toid the servants^ in the hraring of 
his wife, that although they had hardly 
ever been absent from each other, for 
twcnK-fourhours together, diirin^ the 
fest tv^enty years, he did not believe that 
Ihey ever passed a Single day, v^ithout 
three or four quarrefe at the least. 
' Tben leaving the old woraan to com- 
ment upon his remarks^ he attendcd De- 
TereiiK, in order to ßhew him the apart- 
mcntsof Kingsbury Place. 

*' We must begin, Sir, if you please/* 
aaid the pprter, " at the great gateway, 
for that ifl my usual method; and I should 
ftardly know how todescribe the roouH», i^ 
1 went any other way." 
- Devereux followed him acrossthe quad- 
tengte, and perceived that ' the principat 
entrance was by the gate which they had 
iwt aeen, opening into the court on the 
m^M^^de of the building. ^ 
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Ctethe left, and immedbeely vfithin ttie 
€nfrance-gate^ was a magnificent flight qF 
ifi^ps^ Wbich they ascended ; and tht^pöi^er 
Ardwing op^n a pahr of folditig dooio^. 
di^closed to thd aatanishje^' Dcvereux^- n 
iMll far exctcding^ in aee and magnifr* 
*tMce, that at Grfiindon Tower^ which waa^. 
generally esteemed onc of the mcxtt&tat^ 
itf; England; Ut: /ij 

This flfle Toom was wainscotted wiW^ 
Kdrway oäk j and* Vast embo6saimit8:ar]|ii(i 
iti^hted the frames of the doois/? yindav« 
oases^ and chimney-plaee. The latle]» w^f 
(Öapaciou^- enotigh. k)r hirire ^libwe^Ahe 
tsöasHngofan ox. - ■■^.:* .■• ':•')•.' :if,:ri 

•^ Eiach end was di?ided fitom • the ibodp. 
of the room by a: row of^ pHlati^i &^^ 
^tedi 8Uppoi«ting tw(y gallepiev;^' tlubl at 
'äie entrance for the acce^modirtfai^ gf 
sp^cfatöfs, wha wäre eithtr not pvrmitjted;^ 
ot not disposedi ta partake of tbe ^x^it^ 
faintnenfs glten in this noble ^qpartmentcji : 
the other fAr thiDise i«ho> etriivened '4i9 



iNMs by- phj^mg upoir muokal :|Mtra^ 
iienfi;' : : •- i- . ..«, 

^ At die vppOT endr of the ball wis ano^ 
Ihergrand.fijght of step»; aa4 t^o stuffiBd* 
moosr dccr, wtth their enonnous anflen^. 
fttmcd M guafd.8 large arm-chair» richl^ 
carvedy whicfai^rasititended for tbe-use of«. 
liie Lord of tbe mansioD od great festivals« 
Here ako be was seated amidst hisaasem^ 
Med visMAh^- to rcceii^e ibc homageof hia 
dapendanft^' wd promulgate the feudal! 
aiKi^e^po|fo>niaindateB by whiohthey werc 
yovmied; ' . ' . 

'^ :'Ail iMrdied ddorway at tbt end of tb^, 
, baiHL 1^ ^^ni intotbe firsi ofthat magn^* 
fliooift: suit of apaitments, which. opened 
iljyooi'tbe fi^ace before mentioned: r 
^ ' Tbe aecond* of tbese room» was extreme^ 
IjjT grandv The waisscot was of eed^^ 
txqttiähely^ carved.; and the floor wa« iiv? 
laid wkh Wofy and ebony« in the moat 
beantifttlwvoaatmcr. All the' cushions of the - 
«baiiij rfind a cailQpy at one Mid of the 
«otodi^. were ef veJvet ricbly embrotdered ; 
. ^ and: 



■i :«-i 



and althöägfi tbe porrer assüred Dever^iiifc 
that the room had never been used, ahd 
was seldom enfered by äny one besiBeS - 
his'wife and himself^ fof the. purpose öf 
keeping it clean» durihg more than thirty^ 
ycars, ewry thing appearcd in the neate»! ' 
and mbst perfecf Order and condiliöd; ^ 

The adjoining apartment^ the old matt 
told Devereuxy was seldom shewn'to any 
bödy. How great was hissurpfiseyon eri-^' 
tering it, to see a table magnificently cö-t 
"v^red, as Jf for a sumptuous bpnqueti; 
Frötn the centre of the ceiling was.suft»! 
p2^nded a giU branch or eha»ddierr the 
Walls were Kung wi rfi tapestry; riepresent-^ 
irfg ort öne side the story of ^ueen Esthept ' 
and oh theother, the marriage in Canii^ 
wÄb tbe miraculous conversianoE water 
into wiije. •- 

.. Crysfal cups, spoons^ and dishes/ were 
OD the table; <5n one side^tood.a great 
saft-seller of silver gilt, whicb exhibifed ■ 
ah exact model of Kingsbury House ; and - 
a profWe display of vasc3i>' bowLs^ dilink^*' 

r ing 
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iDg, hpms^ and otber ariicles Tor the pur- 
po^ of refection^ was exhibifed oq mar« 
l^le. tables on each side of the roonu 

Deyereux at first supposed that the old 
2nai\ had designed to surprise hiin^ and 
\i^ in mODientary expectation to ^.^eet the 
Company« for whom these p^eparations 
were apparently made, entei* the room. 
'' J ihonghtj" Said he^ ^ that you told me 
the family was absent — for i^vhom are these ^ 

prep^i^ti^^^i^?" 

The porter observed the surprise of iDc?- , 

▼eceux^ and smiling« replied, " I see yoiirj 
a^onisbment, Sir; and.perhaps it willbe^ 
increased, when I teil you that these .tbingsj 
ivere exactly in the same order when I^ 
came hither« almost forty years ago;.and^. 
that «our Orders are« never to sufier them^. 
on any account, to be displaced/* , , ^,, 
,,£ven the chairs were set in order fyr 
the reception of the guests; and Deve-»^ 
repx baving approached nearer« to exa- . 
mine the » decorations of the table nipr«;^ 
i]Vinutely«,.perceive4 a scroll, ^wl^ip^^ a^*^ ^ 
.-r , . peared 



\ 



peiuredk as if it tutd aUpped Crom dne o^ tlui 
coversu on whicJhi wa& wrkien in, ve0j^ iat^ 
ble chaiQbctara^ .i .tu hs ü/'* 






'^^olioalurks amöng the dishes.*' 



• t 



*' Excitse my curiosity/' sahl'DeTöPclilij: 
t' but I am impatient üi^kbow fhem^^ing 
of tbis exiraötdinary scone.'* * '. *■ . »^ 

^' You must Tcnow, Sify thälf Wf I»^ 
expected Company to sup vAtW%ifti ^K^i^^ü 
very particular occasion^ but a^ «tdt^ Mdl« 
dent happened, vrhich preiee*itd ;^li0it^ 
uotning; the sttppcr was. Tewdy.^^hd^i^iCW^ 
and my Lord . returned alöne ; amlaa^h^ 
vas Coming int-o thisroom^ .an old s^rtaM) 
ivIh) i& long sini;e dead; piit ihis wriliH^ 
in bis band. He was very much affe^tefS) 
an^ it was thought he would have died-^i 
the lime; b«t heget thic better of it, 'a^4f. 
then Mt Kingsburyy aod bas nevef ü&en^ 
bere aihce However, he gate stritt tia^ 
der» far ev0y. tfaiog lo be taken care^^oCf 
•od wheii.1 was bired t»; cotne bere, 4h«t 
Mewant JMde m« take;ai&^tttl^ tiMrt^CM»^ 
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B^ver sufl^ tay ^f thi» furniture in tfai« 
nnom. to be moved o»t of its place, "with-* 
out an ordcMT fretq oiy Lord bimself." 

^' Then I suppose it vas intended that 
poisoa should' b€ giveik to Lord Clifford« 
as wdl as his>gu€^8is?." said D«Tereux. 

. ^' It ivas/' replied tbe sef vant ; '' but 
vrben my Lord received the writing^ hct 
^allcd ft>r.the person wKo was suspected; 
and wlMtlier hia conscience smote him, oü 
H!^^ U was» I cannot aay ; but inatead o{ 
fQiiig to bim« he wenl out and drowned 
lyipself in one of the fish-ponds." 

.. FaiBaiBg tbrough another apartment aU 
most equally splendid^ they came to a bed« 
d^ptib«r^ which was decorated with silk 
I^uigi^^^ and the bedstead was of ebony^s 
finoly qary^d»» and inlaid with mother-of-i^ 

.,Tbi^ sttit pf apartments termi&ated:: 
with a closet beyond the bed-chamber, ia 
.yffeich was a lar^ coilection of books^ 
«uishas «etrical roraances, old chron]cle%, 
tmäk. «thei%^ ,vhich <had been coUected' bjF^ 
j^vou the 
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the Eatl - of Clifford in his yoiifli; r Deie-^ 
reux would have giddly staki te e^amibl^ 
them/if hi&lime would havc*dllowed bito: 
such an indulgence. 
' Frorrt the closct ivas a door opcttin^ 
inta the gallery of the chapel, a mii|iiijfi- 
Cent room^ answerabJe in ^size and minz' 
tion to the great hall beforfe dtscribcd*- 
There was also a private stairease l^ding 
into the quadrangle^ and ä passage com- 
municatiog with that pärt of the hoiBse to 
which Dever^ux was first conducted on his. 
arrival, and whither he now retürned, to 
partake of thrtö-refrieshfrieht which had been 
provided for him. 

Having supped^ he directed his servanfs 
to caH him ,ät the earliest appearance of 
daylight ; and with many thanks for the* 
hospitality he had ejtperienced, retired 
to the Chamber prepared for his recep- 

tion. 

• •*■ * . . 

The furniture was extrenbely rieh; and 
it Struck hiiii äs a matter of surprise^ that 
King$bury häd altögether escaped the ra-« 

vages^ 
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Vaget> by which so many noble houses faa^ 
Beeilt desolated and destroyed during the 
isite uidiappy titnes ; until he recoUected, 
that th6 old servant had mentioned tbe 
IBdtl 6t Leicester« as being'an intimate ac- 
qüaintance of bis • Lord ; and^ therefore; 
imagined that Kingsbury might possibly 
have owed its preservation to the friend- 
ship aQd power of Montfort. 



r ■ l 
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CHAP. vn. 
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In the morning^ . Devereux pursued bis 
journey. As he mounted.his horse at the 
principal gate of Kingsbury, he coüld not 
Ivelp iregrettirig that the urgency of bis 
* journey 
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J4M>i|e(|f^ prevented hhn frcm -seeiiig'«i9r^ 

v;|It >wa&^ fine grey moniiiig i and At 
l)resi)Lin9 • mifitti opened oocasiotialfy moK 
didigätiulpitMip^cCs towatsds'the 'vrei^^ fhit 
he couid'not ^belpfeeüngsiiicerely sonr^ 
that his road had not^lain in4:hat directiM^ 
insTead of tbe aootraiy. ^ > 

The porter. instruoted fakn ii^ivr te 8lid 
the nearest way to Oxford; and DevereiiCK - 
procceded with so much speed, tW. h^ 
had soon lefc Kingsbury far behind hirn* 

All his expedition was^, however, m^ 
less ; fpr although he^ inet with no acqir 
dent to retard his progress^ and arrived af 
the vi Hage of Hornton, several hoiirs be- 
fore the time he had thought it likely that 
|ie should hare been .able to accomplish 
fhe journey^ Agnes had eluded his pursujt, 
having already taken her^ departure frpm 
Jher, iitherfs cotlage» for that '' undisr- 
Cf^yered cojaatry frpm jwbos^e Jboume m 
MÄveller returns/* - 

3 ' retum 
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Ti&nmi to her relationsj that her condactars 
had^beeh ürtder "the necessity of leaving 
Mt* at a cötfäge^ about ten tniles disfant 
from the h^bitation of her parents^ whiht 
they went lo in form them of her condt» 
tiöD^ and the place where she migbt be 
ibDiid. 

At their departure they presented her 
^hha ptirse of ^money^ and assured her 
tkat they woiild see her again in a Short 
tibitf. 

Th^' pärönts of Agnes, with great diffi- 
ciilty, effecfed her removal to their own 
t^ttage. ^ey were, of course, atixious 
lo learii' tHe particulars of her fiight from 
Olandon ^ower^ ofwhich they had been 
l6hgi>t(6te apprised by a messenger from 
Sir Hügh de Bolebec, whose Information 
fiäd öccasiütied them the most painful sen^ 
«a&öMöf atarm. 

- -'lAgne^ seemed to struggle ivith her own 
fe^ling8> whenever she touched upon this 
subject; bat at length^ disciosed enough 

ibif'hfer parents to understand/ that she 

»T -i had 
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fi\ i V. f..i .|. ./»■■;. .r . . . ; 1.. ■ 

had bestowed her aflfections on some uu- 

worthy object, who had influenced h^r to 

ti . ^v « *r . ■ j ' .1"! *.*■■> 

ecome a party in the removal of the 

cnild Edward from Glandon : and thus his 

designed object being accomplbhed, ihe 

fond and respectful lover became .the 

faithleiss seducer ; and sdon afterwardsi», left 

the wretched Agnes, to pine away. the re- 

maihdei' of a miserable existence« in una** 

vailing regret and anguish. , .. . » 

With wbatsoever affliction her parefils 

received this üiformation, they bad. too 

miich, humahity to increase h^r.4i^resS| hy 

"rieproaches; and they werC; npw .prii^^- 

'^ pälly. desirous of discoycjring ivhf^e,,she 

nad left the chiid, in order that thejf t][V^lf^ 

cdihraunicate the intelli^rence to ti^e.jEi- 

: • .■ - . . t ■.,...* . . • . 

mily of Bolebec. 

On this head, Agnes could affbrd no far- 
fher Information, than that she had bfen 
jremoved from one place to^ anpther,,ii|ntil 
af last, she came to a cottage sltuated 
umong th€{ ruins of an old castle^^ the 
nanie of Which she had never höarcl : r that 

after 
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afirer>ernaining there for somc time, she 
hud been compelled to leave the sppr, 
without any previous intimation of tl\eir 
chesign« by the two men who had conduc^- 
€d her thither ; and to leave the child be- 
bind her^ ^vith the people belonging to the 
cottage. On her journcy lovpards Hörn- 
ten, the men had informed her that they 
\itx% about to remove Edward de Bolebcc 
frum the cottage ; but when she became 

'fetter, he would be again commirted to 
her care, and a proper maintenance pro- 
vided both for the child and herself. But 
she neither knew the name of the people« 
nor of Uie cottage \vhere the ehild had 
been left; and it being dark both whea 
she was carried' thither, and at the time of 
her Coming away, she was unable lo give 
ahy description of the road which led to 

^thc place. 

''^^The old people very naturally enqnircd; 
whb were the parties concerned in the 
cfi^h^I plot; but such was the influenae 
6r her 'üiifortungte and inaitrmountnbie 
VOL. II. H «ttachmciU^ 
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af tachment^ that the unhappy Agnes burst 
info a flood of tears, and could never be 
indüced to disclose the secret, 

Agnes rapidly grewworse; her znxißtj 
and di3tress had accelerated the progrcas of 
a consumption, by which she; had been 
long threatened ; and death reüeved her 
frorä all hersuffcrings, on the morhing of 
thät day on which- Devereux had left ' 
Mordeford Castle in search of her. i 

The object to which the attention of 
Dererenx had been principally dir€cfed^{ 
se^^ed: thus irretrievably lost;, and tb^:; 
n^y«l^ry which had ali along cnvelo|ie4- 
theaffaif, still reraained tp haffie the .^fnj 
foFts of conjecture; while the artifices^/ 
obstinacy of the accompliöes, screened^tbet 
perpetrators of the atrocity from detectioa. 
and pimishment. 

Devereux knew that the önly amends. 
which he could make, for the disappoint- 
ment of having failed to obtain the de- 
sired intelligence^ would be by shortenijig^: 
as much as possible^ the period.of uacer-. 

tainty 
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tstitity and expectation dependant lipon hitf 
ahsence. Ile therefore set his face to* 
wards Mordeford^ and travelled as expedi* 
tiöusly äs the roads would perniit^ %vithout 
sufferirtg any objcct to Interrupt his pro- 
gress, orprotract hisjourney. 

He necessarily passqd within a few miles 
df Kingsbury^ and descried at a hnzy dis« 
fance, the noble mansion of the Clitibrds. 
He-hadnever, in his wholelife, seen any 
Spot which he so miich admired; and he 
h^artily v^ished that his father might be in^» 
dlBced**to pay a visit to it, before he rc-» 
tiirned to his own mansion ; not mercly 
because he thought that the sight of it' 
would afibrd him considerable gratificntiori, 
but that' he was inclined to hope that the 
Earl might be tempted to borrow some ; 
parts of the plan, for the improvements 
theti making at Ashbury. 

'lleintended to sleep at Abbotsford, a 
little town about e^ht miles distant froin 
Kingsbury. On his arrival thcre, cario- 
sity'indiiced him to enquire wbo inhabifed 

H 2 the 
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the Castle, a small neat building on an 
eminefice, at the entrance of the place. 
Be was in form ed that it bclonged'4o Sir 
Arthur Fitz Payne. Immediately recol- 
lecting that he had seen the Knight at 
Warkworth, with the Fitz Parnells, he de- 
termined on paying him a visit* 

Fitz Payne was no sooner inforraed of ^ 
the arrival of Devereux, than he haetened 
to inect him, and received him at the gate 
of the Castle with the greatest respect; He 
.had once served under the command pf 
the Earl of Hereford; but in the-iate dis- 
turbänces^ had joined the army of. Mont-*- 
fort, which led to his acqiiaintance w:ifh 
the Fitz Parnells, and thiis oc^asioned him • 
to meet with Devereux at Warkworth 
Castle. 

He shook hahds with him with great cor* 
diality, bade him heartily welcömte to Abr 
botsford, and expressed himself happy in 
an opportunity of reirewirig the^r, acr 
quainrance, in times more auspicious to 
the cuitivation of friendly intimacy and 

association» 



THE BLACK SPIKIT OF THE WYE. 149 

association, than thuse in which thcv had 
bcfore mef. 

Sir Arthur had a wife, and two beaiiti- 
ful daughtcrs, to whom he immediately in- 
tröduced Deverenx, as his fellpw-soldicr 
in the latc war, and the son of that 
much esteemed General, the Earl of Here- 
ford. 

-' Havtri«f soon discussed the ordirtarv to- 

\ p?ts of conversation> Devereux proceedcd 

fö inform Sir Arthur Fitz Payne of tbo 

otcasion of bis visit to- that part of.'thc 

Cöuntrv. ■ *.' 

; ^ Fifz Päyne observed, that he had before 

.heard of the loss which Sir Hiigb de Böte- 

bfrc had siwtainedj but not of the recovery 

öß hh'son: thart: he was a stranger to the 

iÄiitlil'y of Bolebec; but though connected 

iwith an opposite party in political pritici-* 

pfes, mijst ever edteem that personal cdu- 

rttge and domestic worth; for which- 8ir 

Mugh was generally celehrated, and rm 

ttlrount of which, his frieiids- had -givf^i 

/;or >:)u -i H 3 • hina 
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hiin the illustrious appellation öf /' the 
^reat Bolebec." ' 

He added, that he was glad to hear of 
the restoration of his son ; and hoped tbat 
a discovery would be made of the perpie^ 
trators of .so dartng an outrage. 

in the course of conversation; De- 

TCreux, describing the road by which hie 

had traveiied from Mordeford Castle, mei^ 

^tioned his vkit to the mansion of the Earl 

-'^f Ciifford, at Kingsbury. -^ 

Filz Piayne remarked, that it was nöw 

-Mai^y years since he was at the spot ; ithtft 

be had once flattered himself^ that in cä^ 

^^f Ihe death of ihe Earl of Clifford, it 

^itotiM have fallen into the hand» of Sionoli 

^-^e Montfbrfj who had a great pärtiality' 

for the place; and that he ahould tbeii 

Imve had a neighbour and a friend> who 

ivoiiM 'bave made his own residence still 

-more plea&iant to him. . But since the death 

of the Ear) of Leicester^ and the exile of 

the Fitg; Pamells, who were the pfaneat 

relatives 
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relatives of tbe Earl of CliflTotti^ ir. wa« a 
maUer of doubt to wham the property 
"Kfonld dcscend. '' It is, however, of jäjreat 
-consequence to me/' said Fitz Payne, ^' for 
Ihe estate is verv larce, änd reaches ev^n 
to my own doors ; so that I may be ren- 

• 

diered either very happy or very uncom- 

fortable, arcording to the temper and das- 

Position of the possessor of Kin^sbury."' 

■ . f b it certain/' said Devereu3i, ** that 

the Earl of Clifford is still alive; 1 always 

supposed that he had been dead iong^jigo^ 

:iiiilil the porter at Kingsbury asserted t^ 

contrary," /'i 

.. " No/' rcplied Fitz Parnell, ^vit is 

more probable that he is dead;.)but tbe 

vMonks of Brierley have the admidistria- 

ftion of the estate, and they are not vesfiy 

(Much inclined to give üp the possessfoh 

'»bf : it, unless coropelled dither by tbe Bari 

iliimself^ or some one who has an «1111- 

iöoubted right to deprive them of ft. 

^fhey pretend tbat all the produce is dis- 

H 4 tributed 
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tnbuted in charity; but I believe tluit 
their charity not only begins at home, but 
^nd* ihere.*' ./f 

D^vereux would have bcen more dis- 
po$ed to enlarge on the beauties of Kings« 
bury, with which he was greatly delighted^ 
if the charms of Emma Fitz Payne, the 
eldest daughter of the Knight, had no^ 
already usurped not only the first place m 
his mind^ but, at present, obliterated 
every other thought, and so completely 
alpsorbed his .attention, that even . the 
mansion of the Cliffords was nearly for- 
Rotten. 

Such tvas ,the Impression made upon 
hrm, that almost without knowing the 

cause of the change which had been pro- 

'■'■•■■■' " . ' '. 

duced in his mind, he now saw a thousand 

* • » • ^ . » ■ ■ * 

beauties in the Situation of Abbotsford 
Castle, and the surroundingscenery, w.hich 
he had npt observedon his first entecjng 
the mansion ; pnd would have almost re-^ 
liuquisbed tfie thought 0/, eyer revisitmg 

.ivingsbury, 

. ■■ •• • - ; ' ■ t . I . ■ • • ■ * • j ■ > . • ^ 

. > • n \ :.(. .-' . i •■•-.,-. • ^ ^ • .. ^ •••• 
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Kihgsbury, tnight he havc betft pcrtnit* 
ted to continue nnder the roof of Fit» 
Payne. 

' Fortwnately hisembarrassment was o^ner- 
looked by the lady of the mansion^ who 
was one of those prudently caiitious fe- 
males, common enough (perhaps toa 
common) in those days, but certainly 
not too frequeiltly met with among otii* 
coüntrywomen at present, who, if she 
had percerved the least indication of '* love 
at ßrst sighi,'* would have immediately 
been desirous of securing her d'aughter 
from its influence, within the grate ofjr 
convent. But the hoiir of supper ap- 
proaching/ the Lady of Fitz Payne was so 
inuch occupied wiih the preparations for 
jt, that the confusicxi of Devereux. re- 
li^ained unnoticed. 

The young Ladies, w?th their mother, 
ftithdrew at j>n early höur; but Devereux, 
compelied by the rekerated importuniries 
öf his hospitable entertair>er, to partakc 

•g^ly of the friendly bowl^ was* n^ot, until 

Ä 5 a Lite 
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a late hevr> permitted (o iretim^ lo. hU 
Chamber» 

Tp his Chamber, indeed, he did teilgfi^: 
but not to rest ; the i^nage of the beauti^ \ 
ful Emma was every moment presient «« 
his imagiDatiofi ; and he resolvedl that o» ^ 
his return lo Morde ford, the first requiesl^ 
be made to his Fat her, should be for his 
pc^rmission to make direet proposals to Sir 
Aüthur Fit? Pa) ne, that he might be regu.-!- 
larly admitted into his family, in the chan 
ractjer of the admirer of his daughter. » 

In the morning, Devereux aroee wi(k 
the sun ; not altogether with the de9ign.«tf 
imxnediately pursuing his journey^ nar. 
withaDy expeetation of seeing, at &o early- 
an boiir, the charming daughter öf Fits, 
Payne; but because he was unable to.pro^ 
eure any rest^ and was unwilling to lo$ei 
even the remotest, chance of beholding: 
the lovely object of his passion;, before ha 
toök leave of Abbotsford. . 

The. cQö&trainte oftbat day, and the vi-, 
gibnce x>( a mother's eye, which seeroed 
5 ^ to 
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to open as a perpefual guard over the fe- 
male part of her family, excluded cvery 
idfta of conveying one word to the beau- 
tifiil Emma herseif, respecting the Impres- 
sion which her charms had made ; bilt 
every glance of the love-smitten youth 
spoke the unutterable language of his 
heart ; and be fondly hoped that some se- 
^ cret intelligence of what he feit, might 
thus find admission to the bosom of 

Emma. 

» 

jNor was the lover altogether mistaken ; 

for when the family were assembled at the 

ttme of his departure, a bewitching smilci 

accompanied by the sweetest suflTusioii by 

, Whteh so gracefiil an assemblage of fea- 

» 

türcs could be heightened in their cffect, 
o^ersprfead the countenance of the lovely 
girl ; and almost convinced Devereiix,) 
tha^f «he was not altogether a stranger to* 
what was passing in his mind. 

Such, at least, was his hope; and tbts 

alone could have enabied him to go 

? • H 6 . thraugh^ 
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tl^rough the cereraony of takio^; leave,^ 
^vith tolerable composiire. 

. Far cU/Tbrent was the State of bis mSnd, 
at tbis moinentj from tbat in wbich^ a- few 
hours hefoTG, he had entered Abbotsford; 
T^n, lig'ht arid free as air, no cares de* 
pressed bis spirits, no älloy of apprehen- 
sion clouded the borizon of bis; mind — bnt 
all was ease and gaiety. - Now, he feit an 
anxiety whicb he could not express ; a 
sort of tremulous besitation, and a limid 
unK^ertainly^ whicb^ although it did pol 
itt$ke bim absoluteJy unhappy, destroyed 
b^äi ' ihe tranquillity and cbearfülness* of 
hh t^mper. ? ^ 

jlJe was jno longer amußed by the obgecte 
^n the road, aor ibe coimiry arouod him^ 
and .ke feit less interestthan be had doBic 
b,<9foire> iii the prospect of soon tej^imng 
Iljs frieods at MordefoM. There ;wa» .« 
kind pf void in bis minfd^ which Deitbe» 
tlip conviersaXion of others, nor the stoi^ 
of bis, own iaiagin&tion^ nur th^ KiSri 

. • . . . / •£<>Ur€G& 
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sourtes.^f his meuiory, were able to fill 
iip. 

il Ünconscious of havins: done any thino- 
fbr Nvhich he ought to rqiroach himself, 
he had lost that self-complaceiM:y which he 
thoufjht was the rcsult of innate rcctitude,. 
but füimd to be, in reality, at least parJy, 
the effect of independence. 
. Etiima, the dear Emma, was not only 
läie principal object which engagcd his 
ihoiij^hts; but the only one capable of fix- 
if}g his attention ; her lovely imnge was 
cvcr bcfore. his cyes; and althongh he 
had''scarccly ever heard the soand of hcl*' 
voice, his imaginarfon fondly dwclt oir 
tue inexpressible svvcctness of thal trharm- 
Hig smile, which had .spoken tö his * hcart 
mere eloquently than an angel's tongiie; ' 
::.Such were his musings as he tode sldwly* 
Iowards Mordeibrd ; for cvery step whick 
femoved him farther from the mansion of 
Fkz Pa}'ne, seeihed to incrcase toe dtjec- 
liön arid langiior of hU mind. 'And, n% 
t6\^ie jgrows warm^ friendship commonly 

grows 
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grows cold ; so Devereux, though far from 
being indifferent to the feeiings of hb 
friends, which had so lately proirrpted 
him tp unnsual exertions^ perceived ih^ 
his anxiety on theiraccount was no longer 
capable of affecting him in the same lively^ 
mavjner; but had yiclded to a superipr in- 
fluence^ which novv irresistibly governed 
his mind. 

He had intended to reach Mordeford 
Castle the same evening, but darkncss 
ovcrtook him before he was aware of itr 
and he wasaroused from a reverie, ihwMcb 
he had bcen thiis perfectly abstracted from 
evftry other impression/ besides that whibh. 
had been indelibly fixed in his mrnd by 
Ernma Fitz Payne, by one of his aliemi?' 
anfs telling him^ that he wascertain they 
must have got out of thQ.:right road ; and 
sbould be in danger of not ündiRg^it : 
again, if they did not immediately etMid^ 
vour to return, whilst a glimmering of day-. 
üght yet remaioed, :..j. 

Devereux« felt^^ for . a .mcrment/; ashamed ; 

' of 
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his iiiatlention, and endcavoured to re- 
SBflfee his woiited animntion ; but the aN 
t^pt was in vain. He turned his horse'a 
bead« indeed^ the opposite ^vay, and tried 
tO'discoTer at what pcMnt he had deviated 
from the track they oiighl to have pur* 
€iied; but soon relapsed into the same 
State of iiidiffercnce to every thing around 
\\\m, and continucd to ride along^, as if re- 
gsirdless which way hc was going. 

This absence and indifFerencecoiiJd not 
escape the Observation of his attendants; 
they had, indeed, percfeived itsgradual in- 
erease, äs they advanced on theirjöxn-ney; 
and one of them^ who had noticed the 
uncolnmon attention which his masfer had 
paid to the daüphter of Sir Arthur F\tZ 
Payne, was not altogether at a loss to ac- 
. eount for so remarkable and sudden a 
changein the temper of Devereux. 

Perhaps the fellow knew what it was to 

expcrience similar Sensation^; for love is 

not confined to any rank ar condition of 

lile> and only aflTects difierent mindi^ in > a 

'^*^ . diffcreut 
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difFercnt manner, accordin^^ to the de^rec 
of pliability or firness to receive its im^: 
prcssions, which may prevail at partictiter 
periöds oF life, and linder varioiis circufti-" 
stanccs, which somerimes • anginen t^* dnd 
sometimes dinimish ils powers of attrac- 
tion, bnt which (howevcr seerhingly, con- 
nected with them)are wholly independent 
of the distrnctions of poverty and riches;; 
diirnitv and meanncss, or even those of 
beaiity and deformity. 
• Yes, reader, fhis is really the truth, 
whcther you are pleased with if or not 

Dcvcreiix, who ahvays tre^ted his ser- 
\aTits with kindness, had never etieouraged 
them to familiarify ; his attendant, there- 
fore, although he had accidentaUy^ or per- 
haps intuitively, discovered the secret 
cause of his jnaster'sdisorder, didnot^pre-* 
BLime to make any Suggestion to him ox% 
the subject; but perceiving that they were 
Hkely to be again benighted, in conse- 
quence of it, iuid without mnch chance öf 
meeting with the sain<j Criendly shelter 

whic!» 
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^vhich they had cxperienccd at Kingsbury, 
.proposed that they shoukl mcnd their 
pace^ in order to rcgain the main road ; 
and assoon as they arriv.ed at ^n openin«; 
in the lane, through which they had becn 
long traveHing, boldly called out, that 
he now remembered the road . perfcctly 
well, and requestcd Devereux to permit 
him to lead the way. 

: Tbe guide not being at this timc under 
jan in^uencc similar to that which disin- 
clined his master from makinfj: much ex- 
pedition duriug the day, now hastened as 
fast as he coiild^ towards a light which he 
saw ata great distance ; foi% notwithstand* 
ing hi^ assertion, he knew no more about 
tjie coiirse they were travelling, than De- 
vereux himself had done; and only stood 
a better chance of arrivin<j at some cer- 
tainty about it, becausc they now rode 
faster than before. 

As they approached towards the light, 
tfkey thought that it seemed to recede from 
^jB», with a sort of undulatory motioa, 

which 



■K 
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"which rendered it sorottimes very inAis^ 
tinct; but it was presentJy.agaiiv =sta<kÄi- 
ary, and appeared like a tajfief gleaitDHg 
through a rettage window, which thüj 
began to hope was not far off, 

They wero, however, passing over an 
extensive piain, and the ground was so 
soft and yielding, that they Wcre not alten 
gether wjthoiit apprehensions of fallinfg 
into a morass ; or one of thöse dangetoiils 
quagmires, which are often to be met whk 
in such situations. Still keeping th^ Dght 
hl view, and steiering their liourse by^it iaii 
nearly as the country would j*lloW, ife^ 
Were greatly disappoint^d f o find tha^ th^fif;^ 
häd gsrined bnt little groond ; and riit 
light which, after having disappe^fed'lte 
a moment, again resumed its Station iiV th^ 
imaginary cottage window, seeracd to l3t 
even as far from them as wben they flwt 
perceived it. . ' • --: 

The servant who had acted as a giitdei 
now feit a considerable degree of alapöi 
and uneasines$^. He feared to go forward, 

lest 
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]e$t.heshQuld go wrong> and was.equally 
,W)^jiing1o expose himself to the displea- 
WTß. of. Devereux^ by acknowledging bis 
jgfiorancc of the read. 

It was now getting late, and the night 
-Was become exceedingly dark, insomuch^ 
tbat it was with dißiculty they coiild avoid 
riding against one another, and at the 
^un^i time guard themselves individaaliy 
{fem being lost, by a too distant sepam- 
ftipA.. > 

3 n The light again aeemed to move ; and 
j^evereux, starting as from a dream, be- 
hM it evidentiy taking a direction dif- 
Ic^rent from that in which they had before 
•been travelling. That he might be quite 
ccrtain of the fact, he desired hisattend?- 
#|lts to halt for a few minutes; when shut« 
ibig'his cyes, he kept jiimself steady on the 
mddle, witbout altering bis position^ or 
aufiering his horse tomove; and on again 
looking for ward, he clearly perceired that 
iire light had traversed a considerable 
f^fiace, and wa$ again stationary nearly at 

riofht 
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■rij2:ht angles from the place wherethey hafJ 
before scen it,- with regard ta ihe spot an 
%vhich they were now staildih«]^. ^" 

The ffiiide freelv conFesseä that he \*a$ 
^ntjrcly Ignorant which way they.ougftt to 
go, and entreated Deverenx to pardon the 
mistake which he had made about tbe 
road. ' ^ • 

"It. is all my own fault, Richard/* .rt- 
plied the conscious youth ; " but the wörsf 
of it is; that there seems |o be na remedy 
.för US bat patience, unless the mist shoitld 
disperse, and we can g€t a ßighfr»tof ttrt- 
mcion^ and' then I shall ^c^rcclf^ khö^ 
vbfdi way we bught to stee'r/' ' • icioi:? 

"I ivish/* replied the s^rvartt, '^th^^ 
instead of Coming upon this moor,;.V0e' 
had turned to the righty aiid. gone .bivejtf 
again towards Abbotsford/' • i .?' i.«iVi-^ 

At the sound of the name, Devcreuxvm^ 
vphnntarily sigbed — " It is too late nowtö^ 
attempt it, Riehard P' ./mJ i 

" Oh yes, Sir; Abbotsford iTiust'i^^:^ 
twenty or thirty nules distant>" ■ - 'i 

*; Devereux 



• 
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. IVvereux again heaved a decp sigh.-^ 
" Have von no' notion whcre we are?*' 
^id Devcreux. 

/f None at all now, Sir; I did think, just 
bcfore.it grew dark^ that we were not far 
from that part of the country where wc 
took the two robbers at the old wood- 
mun's cottage ; biit I am quite lost at pre- 
sent," 

The light was now evidently moving to- 
wards them with considerable' speed ; they 
tberefore again advanced^ and at length. 
came so hear to ir, that rhey were iinani- 
mously oT opinion it must be one ofthose 
clumsy ianthorns madc of sheepskin, which 
tbe peasants, at that time, were accus- 
tomed to use> biit of a larger size than 
ordinary. They haiied the pcrson whom 
they supposed was carry! ng it, as loud as 
they could, bin no answer was retiimed, 
They holloed again, but could obtain na 
n»p]y. 

The light oQce more advanced toWards 
■vrtrn ;.' ji- them,. 
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tbem, and then in a monseDt entirely dis- 
appeared. 

Scarcely had they proceeded fifty yards^* 
before the deceitfiil and tantalizing visioh' 
again attracted their attention, as nearly 
as they could guess, about the spot where 
it first appeared ; and whidh^ front the 
distance they had travell^d, crught to have 
been by this time far behind them.- ' '^• 

*' Surely," said Devereux, " thiis is mbte 
vexatious than Merliti's black spirtt; for^ 
that at least amiised him- vvith conversi-^^* 
tion; but ours is asulky spirit, cveh 'Worse 
than ä ghost, for yoti see it will ndt answef^ 
wiaen i-t is spoken to/' ; -'^ 

Dcvereux had scarcely ceased'Spea1cing|4 
when bis horse StuiDbled over s.oniething * 
of considerable^size, änd nearfy fett; Af-^ 
the same instant the ligHt ägaih disappcar- 
ed. It was an awkward coincidence. Ife*-^^, 
vereux was wholly exempt from the hn*'-* 
pression of it, (he had been well taujght-' 
by his? fether); but it was serionsiy Felt'lä^ 
hisr attcndants. ^ ^^ •^"'-»* 

" Here 
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'^ Here is sonrething lying in the way/' 
Said Devereux. He dis:nounted. One of 
tb^. öervants intreated hiin to retriain on 
horseback, in a tone indicalive of fear and 
t^rror; the other took the reins of his 
hprse, without ali^hting. 

It was too dark to distinguish the object 
on the ground — it was oF considerable 
si/e. Devereux touched it with his foot. 
Ar.^Qrt sigh first^ and aftcrwards a hoarse 
bJi^t gentle groan, startled Devereux, but 
älooost petrtficd his attendants. 

" Dismognt this instant," said Deve- 
reuic ; . *V here . js some poor soui breathing ; 
his Ipst." He woulJ have .rai?>ed the dying 
person from the ground, brt on attempt- 
iiig to liFt hün up, found that he had 
taken hold of an expiring shccp. 

'■' It. is an untoward ad.venture."' said 
Dß^ereux, " but there is no danger in it; 
hesides, what have the guiltless to do with 

feftr?" • ., 

« 

^||6 peirceived the trepidation of his at- 
tendantSj and their reluctance to di^piount^ 

•^•^mi)' . in 
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in pursuance of hk orders. One oF lliem 
was just setting his foot on Ihe ground, 
when Devereux announcdd that it was a 
sheep, and not a man ; the other was then 
at his side in an instant. The imaginary 
danger was over, and they were as bold as 
lions. 

'* Richard," said Devereux; " with niore 
asperity thnn he was accustomed to, " you 
did not trcmble and hesitate so much when 
we galloped into Glandon Tower, nor 
when we seized the robbers at the cottage 
in the wood." 

'' No, Sir, bat the;n I could see what I 
was about, and knew what sort of an eneniy. 
I had to deal with." 

• " That oüght not to have made any difr 
fefenre," replied Devereux ;' " true tou- 
rasre is uniform in its cffects; light äiid 
darkness are the aame ; and a^ it knows not 
what fear is, the notion of danger, -whe- 
ther open or concealed, is alike indiflf«« 
rent : but they are no better than cowardf. 
who must first know the quantity of 

dknger. 
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dasger« before thcy can make up their 
iQinds to encounter it," 
^ " I '^hould be very sorry to be a coward, 
Sir/' answered Richard, somewhat piqued; 
'^ but I would rather, a thousand timcs, 
bave bcen in all the battics that bohl Bohnn 

■ 

has fotighf, than I would ride over this 
moor again at such a timc of night. In* 
deed, Sir, I cannot help it ; but I would 
ijither face a lion by day, than a mouse by 
'night/' . 

'' I am sorry for you/' said Devereux, 
^^ because couragc dght not to Ravc any 
ttlyng; to do with constilutioiiy v.wd cvcry 
fliaii pi'S'^t to acquire it, in the sj:nc mau- 
ner as he Icnrns how to ridc on hoisobark, 
by a little ir.strr.dion, and a groat dca: ')i 
practicc ; and, thcrcforc, I Icok rpon llie 
j>Vjan< of it to be a faiilt rather than a lYjis- 
Jortunc, cndjou have lost rauch of my 
/armer good opinion, by your behavlour 
te^night/' , ^ 

^yjyf'j: hopc you %ill forgivc nie, Sir/* said 
jf^icKarfl^ 5* for pretending tQ say a woiu to 
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you ; but surely there is a great differencc 
between fighting courage, and that sort of 
courage wbich does not belong to figtit- 
mg." 

^^ fivery one Who has real courage/' re- 
joined Devereux, " is equally ready tö 
fight or to let it alone^ just as honour and 
duty call or forbid, Without asking ques-^ 
tions, or looking after consequences. I 
have a notion^ that what you mean by 
fighting courage, is merely that sort of äir- 
rogance/which is ratbcr the effect of töft- 
^ious superibrity of strength, or know- 
ledge of the absence of danger, than^ tfa» 
bonourable attribute which alone desi^rves 
the ntme of courage. A variety of cir- 
cumstances mav render a man more or less 
dispösed, at one time or another, to rush 
into the heat of battle, and defy tlie dan- 
gers which encompass himj but this haa 
nothing at all to do with courage, wWch 
is the prompt and ij;nmediate, and yet dis- 
passionate exercise of one uniform and 
i^onsistent principle, the very reverse of 

fear ;^ 
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I 

ie;ir; and which is at all aimes equally 
ready to defend itspossessor, or any other 
person^ against injurieSj oppressions^ aiul 
violence, by whomsoever tbreatened or 
practised/ and equally whethei* directed 
against his life^ his property^ or his fame. 
He who shrinks in such a case, and I make 
no distinction, whether it be the case of 
himself or of his.friend^ is ^ coward^ whom 
na ^xcuses can justify ; nor can any pre- 
tended excellences of disposition ?tone 
for his disgraceful pusillanimity. 

" What have we to do wiih vain and 
imaginary terrors? Are the facuhies of 
OUT mindäto be subdued and paralysed by 
the slavish principle of fear, when the 
voice of duty calls ? When the distressed 
and the destitute claim our asslstaace, aj'e 

m 

we to stand still, and calculate the chancef 
of encountering some possible evil, in at- 
tempting their succour and relief, -when 
he that dwelleth in Heaven hath expressly 
told US — '' Thou shalt not be qfraidfor any 
ierror 6y nighij nor for the arrow ihat 

I « ftkih 
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J!ieih hjj day ; for fhe pcsiilence that wallceth 
indarkness; nor for ihe stckneslS that de- 
sirot/eth at noon-day ! Thou shält go on the 
ffoung licn and adder ; the j/oung Hon and the 
dragon shält thoutread nnder Ihyfeet. Fear 
not, neilher be dismaycdy for Jehovah shaU 
be thy confldence; and ihe Lord of Hosts 
tliy strengt h." 

The s^riousness with which Devereux 
pronounced these sentences, the darkness 
ofthe night/ the solemriity of the sceire 
which the minds of his attendants had jn^ 
before pictured, and pf the idea of which 
they could scarcely yet ditest themselves; 
all cancurued to increalse its sublime efTect; 
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i>^fa!tc:X7X being x-^fi^o^aikt^d] spürred his- 
horse fjorward in ^ direöt linej a& nearly as 
fce coukl« in hapes of reaching the boun- 
dufjr.'of, the pflain; ou which he and his 
attendanis had now passed so many anxiou& 
)iouY*s^, and> ' as he rightly conjictured, 
fvithout ipakirtg iiny considerable progresf 
j^ their jouniey ; f^r the light by which 
ih^y bad been sa fepeatcdly deceived^ 
was only one of those gaseous vapours,, 
Khich arise commonly «no:Ugh in moist 
places;ai*d being wtafted about near the 
ltt.Hsface.Qi the gfoupd, •often midcad thr 
|i^y-wpra .travelier; whoy ^aiiiid&t the in- 
^M I 3 teiise 
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. tens€ darkness of the night, joyfully tiims 
his Ipnging eyes towards every luminous 
appearance, in hopes that it uiay direct 
his Wandering Steps intosomebeaten track, 
by which, happily, be may reach his jour- 
ney's cnd. 

Such was the Information which Deve- 
reiix obtained from a €Ottager, to com- • 
pensate the flisappointment of having 
^assed the whote night ^mon^ the roire 
and rushes of the moor, which he had ti^- 
^ersed in almost e^ery direction, with4>üt 
%(eing able to find any road^ until thie . 
thick fog was dispersed by the inßiience^^f 
ibe morning sun. 

That glorious luminary, beföre \^<>öfe 
splendid presence the clouds majestic;El}ly 
receded, sprinkling the dusty ground; 
which they had so long jovershadowefl^ 
with many a parting" tear, thongh higWy 
gratifying to Devereux and his compa- 
Y)ions, indicated> on its first appearance in 
the oiorning^ one of tho36 atotmy and 
lempestuous days whi«i;h appal the beart of 

the 



I 
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the traveiler, about the time of (he au- 
turanai equinox. 

At the early dawn, they were on thal 
side of the moor which was the rnost dii^- 
fant from the road they had to pursue. 
The mire and bogs which they were agam 
tp encounter, almost disheartened thcm 
from attempting to retr.rn by that route ; 
^ut their ignorance of the geographyof 
the country, deterred thein from endea- 
vouring to find any other track, by which 
they might avoid the inconvei^fpces that 
had already so much fuigued and bar- 
rassed both themselves and their horses. ^ 

There was no other remedy, as Dev^- 
reux again observed, but patience; and it 
müst be confessed, t*iat a la'rgc portion of 
it seemed to be requisite on the present 
eccasion^ for the horses Vvere scarcely able 
to walk ; and by the time they had again 
crossed the moor^ the rain feil in torrents> 
-while the wind blowing füll in their face^, 
yfßB ßuffijciently powerful almost to intßp- 
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rupt the march of an army ; and there was 
no thance of prociiring any shelter, biit 
the ^vretchecl accofnmodation oFa peasant*s 
hiitj and its contiguous shcd for their 
horscs. 

. Thithcr^ however, they hastened, if the 
parc at which they were now able to travel 
couid be so described ; and there the in- 
creasing violence of the storm compelled 
tht^m to remain during several hours. The 
rain descended with the most treraendous 
impetuosity ; the howling of the wind, 
scarcely^fc awful than when, with tropi- 
cal violence, it sweepsaway the produce of 
bpuntiful nature, the laboured works of 
artj and even the inhabitants of wholQ 
hamlets, in one dreadful and undistin^- 
guished scene of ruin and deyastation, 
threätened the cottage and theniselves with 
destruction ; while the shed, under which 
their horses had been reluctantly driven, 
tottered on the decaying posts, whicb 
scarcely sustained the weight of the ropf, 

and 
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find «eiemed every moment ready to over* 
y^eJm the poor animals in its expected fall, 
^ ß^Iey-breadwas the only sustenanre to 
be procurcd in the cottage; and the half- 
femished children around him, exhibited 
to the gentle^hearted Devereux, such a- 
tnelancholy pictufe of indigcnce, as he had 
perhaps neverbefore witne^sed. 
. Scantily fed on the cöarsest fare/ desti- 
tute of clothes to cover them, and even of/ 
an habitation capable of affording shelter 
from the wind and rain, their lo^seemed 
to^fbe peculiarly hard. ProvidemlE seemed 
|e b^Ve denied them a share in the com^ 
ipou comforts of existence ; and whilst, 
with fevish band, riches, splcndour, and' 
don>inion, were bestöwed npon many who" 
badino. better, title to such possessions than 
(^ey^ , th^ bitter cup of misery appeared to/^ 
be^thcir only portion. 

The stonn having at length exhausted^ 
iJjS.,y;iolcr.cc, Devereux once more attempt- 
ed to proceed on bis journey, but not be- 
../j 1-5 for«t 
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fore he had given the wretched inhäbitänts 
of the cottage a proof of his cömmisera* 
tion, by distributing atnorig them all the 
^inoney hc had about him. 

The scene he had witnessed was not 
caiculated to raise his spirits^ already unii- 
sually depressed by fatigue ; and the State 
of his riiirid assisted that fatigue, in pro- 
dubing a scrions illness^ of which he bdgan 
to fcel the attack. It was with great dilft- 
Cülty that he kept hia seat on horsebacS: ; 
the sery|ints perceived an alärming chäh^e 
in his countenance, and were greatly dis-. 
tressed. They were many mUes distafit 
from Mordeford Castle, and the road by 
which they were travelling was dreary atnd 
tinfrequented. 

To increase their diflSculties änd ^Vtibar- 
rassment, the rain which had fallenj; Had 
increased every rivulet to the sjze of a 
river, and deluged almost all thät part of 
tho counfry which they naust ncccssariFy 
pass through. 

^ To 
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To proceed much fartherwas impossible; 
theillnessof Devereux increased; and white 
one of his attendants walked by his side, 
and assisted in supporting hhn on his 
horse^ the other occasionally quitted the 
direct road^ in hopes of finding some ha* 
bitation^ to whicb his master might be co9» 
' vcyed. 

At length thcy approached the Severnr, 
Bow swoUen into asea; its turbid waterSj, 
which covered the meadows on either sid^, 
bore on their surface melancholy indica* 
tion&of the dainage ^which bad been done 
by the recent storm ; Stacks of hay, im- 
plements of husbandry^ pieces of timbelr, 
and portions of huts and cottages/ swept 
away by (he inundation« 

Oi\ the verge of what was now becöme 
the river's brink^ thongh a few days be- 
fore remotely distant front its course^ 
stood a neat mansion^ 

**■ Bosomed high in tafted uccsj!^ 

16 andl 
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and affbrding an appearance of com fort, 
rather than magnificence. 

The scrv^änt of Dcvereux anxlously ap- 
proached.it» and entreated, of an elderly 
matron who came to the door^ that a sick 
traveiler might be allowed to rest hiraself 
tbere. 

The request was im media tely granted^ 
aiid with tbat cheerfulness of manner and 
unaffected urbanity, which greatly cn-' 
hanced the välue of the favour. 

The servant returned to the road, andl 
assisted in conducting Devercux to the 
house,. where he wasmast kindly reoeived* 
The lady of the mansion perceiving, by 
the res'pect paid to him, that he must be 
a person of rank^ requested to be in Form- 
ed of the name of her guest. On being 
told that he was the son of the Earl of He* 
reford — '^ Gracious Heaven !" said she, 
'^ do I bchold the son of my benefactor, 
and am I thus aflTorded an opportunity of 
shewing my gratitude to that noble gene- 
rale for his kiüdness to me ! A thoiisand 

times 
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timest? 'Welcome lo Belfon Grovc ! Bvery 
comfort aFound uie, I owe to .the p^enero- 
«ly ofyour excellcnt falber; and although 
I -am triily sorry for yoiir present illness^ 
I think myself blciised, by being thus ena* 
bied to make some small returi>, for \yhat 
the Ear] of Hereford has done for mc and 

• 

mine." 

Devereux was tob much indisposed to 
cnter into a conversation; and bcins: 
immediately conve cd to a comfort- 
able apartment, was laid on the bed, a 
posset prcpared for hi:n, and every as- 
ftistance administercd which fiierd^^hip 
conld siiggest, for the reiief of his com- 
plairrts. 

It Wüs the Intention of Devereux, that 
one of his servants should ha\e proreedcd 
lo Mordeford, to apprise his falher of t!je 
occasion of his being detainH on i ;e 
road, and in order to remaxe tl»e uneasi- 
ness which his abscnre wou!d üther\\.:se 
excite ; but it was wholly impracticabh to 

execLite 



exedite such a design, on account of tb^ 
overflowing pf the Severn, 

The widow De. la. Poer^ to diminish the 
anxiety of Deverenx on this head> sug- 
gested^ that his friends could not be igno« 
rant of the State of the roads, and the im- 
possibility of fording the river at present, 
and therefore wou]d naturally attribute 
hts delay to the floods» 

Devereux struggled with the fever for 
»everal days, during which period, he was 
attended by the hosprtable matron, with 
incessanf kindness andsolieitude. His ser^ 
vants watched by him atternately ; and one 
of the monks of Evesham, who acciden- 
tally came to Beiton Grove, assisted^ by 
hisskill in medicine^ to bring the disorder 
to a crisis. 

He causcd a number of herbs, of which^ 
howevcr, the principal w^re sage and mar* 
joram^ to be boiled in wine^ and mingled 
with a portion bf treacle, thus making 
what the monk termed an apozeme. The 

judorific 



^ 
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dudoriftc eifect of this medicine^ tended 
more than any thing to subdue the vio- 
•lence of the disorder, which, at Jengtb, 
yiclded to the ]i\fluence of the remedies 
employed, or perhaps, the natural 8trength 
of the patient's Constitution. 

The fever left hiin, but he was reduced 
40 a 6tdte of such extreme weakness^ that 
although there no longer remained any 
danger wlth regard to his lifp, it. was nat 
iRt all probable that he would be able to 
remove from the Grovc for a considerable 
time. 

^ The waters were now abating, and as 
80on as the river was sufiicientlv subsided 

m 

to häve again berome fordable, Devercu>l:, 
üb lönger opposed by his hostess, dis- 
patched one of the servants to Mordeford 
Castle, with «h account of his illness, to- 
gether with the particulars of the informa* 
tion hehad obtained respecting the death 
of Agnes, as before related ; desiring thut 
he would commend htm to all the family 
at Mordeford^ and entreat the Earl^ his 

father. 



fatlier* tO:enaWe: hjhl.to miaket^orae. siiUi^ 
able refurn^ for tbe ho^jpiitality and attenr 
tions he had experienced at Behoß-Grove; 

The recovery of £)evejeux.was progres»- 
sive, Uiit it seemed to be relardfd by » 
sort of melancboly ^bstracUoi)>.whicb apr 
peared to increase as hi&.djsorejer vventiOfF. 
It i\-9uld hßLXf: j^iven. griea.li '^uuf asipiqs^ ^ 
tbe beRCvolent niatrop, whorhad §j9^kjf)dl3f:' 
pursed hiw, ,if ßhehad noi, in.thj^ vi^o-u«^ 
pf his illn^ss^.been furuished mth a i^ofjf 
4).f clue, by whicb'^be Ava« led to ay discor 
very of the cause of it. 

Deyereux,. ,di>ripg. the -.cotitinuanjCe of 
his disorder^ had been freq^eiuly deliriou^- 
and. amidst .th^ rhapsodies of incoherence 
which he then tittered,, had confused th^- 
jstory of the hermit wit,h the military oper 
rations at Warkworth .C^^tle,: ?nd th^ 
black spirit pf the Wye with the -scen^y 
dX Kingsbury Place; but he .had alsa.s^ 
repeatedly ^ftd so emphatically called ijpp^ 
Emma Fitz PayriCj aislö leave no room fpr 
doubtiog that she wag tjhe obj^ct oC;a ten-. 

'; i der 
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4er attachment, whicli thc knowledge and 
experience of thc good widow üc la 1 oer 
informed her was capable of produciiig 
such efTects, as those wl ich wcre more and 
niore observable in Dev. reiix, as he ad- 
vanced in the rccovi-ry vi his health. 

The prospci t from the Windows of his • . 
apartmcnt was deüghtfu: — the Severn glid- 
mg through the mcadows, now recoverecl 
frotn the encroachmcrits of the stream, the 
distant hüls of Maivern, and toc Alpine 
ridge of the black raountains, boldiy in- 
Renting the horizon, formed the outlines 
af a pictiire, whicb, in every part of if, 
was filled iip with objects charmingly di- 
vcr^ified, and most interesting in their ef- 
fect 

Devereux, who a few weeks before 
would ihave bcen enchanted with such a 
scishe^ now beheld it almost with indiffer- 
cßce. He admired the Severn, principally 
bec^use he thought the course of if re-- 
jsembled that of the streatn Which skirted 
Ihegrounds of Abbotsfoitd; ^and his Ima- 
gination 
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ginalion rovcd from the objeets beforc hi« 
eVes, to the figure of the beautiful Emtifa^ 
when*. with ifiimitable grace, she vraved her 

j hand^ as he rode from the gate of her fc- 
iber's Castle. 

, That swret smile, ncver to be forgotten, 
which dimpled her lovel^y cheeks, the ele- 
gant simplicity of her attire, and the tout 
ensemble of a galaxy of charms, ivhtcti 
none but a lover would have sufficient pa- 
tience to recount, but of which each onc 
would be sufficient to furnish that loy& 

' wth a wrhole life of cxtatic crnitenapl»- 
tion, effitced from the mind of Devereu», 
the hüls, the fields, the river; abd fixcd 
his imaginätion oii her aloiie, for wTiom 
he wished to live, and whom alone'hc 



thought worth living to obtain. 

The good widow De la Poer in ^ain 
attempted to rally Deveretix out of his 
low spirits, as she properly enough tenBcd 
these iits of abstraction, ii) which iie sat 
sighing amidst the most chearful sceiiery« 
9])parently regardies» of the desire^ of 

cvcry 
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^very one afound him to contribute to his 
bappiness. 

; For some time she had been afraid af 
gi^ing him ofTencehy such an obtrusion, ^ 
and^ therefore^ avoided alluding to the 
.subject which she sagaciously conjectured 
was the chief occupier of his thoughts; 
hut frnding that his melancholy increased^ 
fktid had an evident eifect in retarding his 
fccovery, the worthy matron assumeU 
greater freedom ; and on the first day that 
Devereux was able to quit his Chamber, 
put in execution the determination she had 
m^de, to ascertain whether her conjcctures 
werc well founded or not. 
r As they were talking of the various 
juhabitants of the principal mansions in 
that part of the country, she asked Deve- 
reux if he had ever met with the family of 
Fitz Payne ? 

. :*' Fitz Payhe !" stammered Devereux; 
'^ Sir Arthur Fitz Payne, of Abbots- ' 
Sflrdr 

i^ *Mhe same/' said the old lady ; ^' it is 
?.» ^ acharm« 
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a charming family» The Lady Fitz Payne 
is an excellent woman, and ihey have-two 
Iqvely daughtera/' 

Devereux sighed ; but instantly endea^ 
Touring to recollect himsclf, the blood 
flushed into his cheeks, and fully confirmed 
the snspicion of the vvidow De la Poer. 

'' I was very lately at Abbotsford 'Cas»- 
tle/\ snid Devereux, assuming an air ot 
rfs murh indifference as possrble, 

'[ I thought so/' Said the old lady, 

Devereux scarcelv dared vcntiure tolook 
at her. 

" It is a very duli place/' continuedthe 
widow, " and I ain njot surprisedthat k 
«hould have made you low spirited ; to live» 
at Abbotsford^ would tnake me quite me*' 
lancholv.!' . 

Devereux a little recovered himselP^^"! 
did not think it jso very glooray when t 
jvaj^ there/' said hc^'^Mhough I had just 
before. Seen Kingsbury.PJace/' : 

" Oh no !" replied the oldlady^ rooking 

füll in his face; '^itis »ot altogether the 

.'; = place. 
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place, I believe, but it is the air or scxme* 
thing, for the melancholy seems to come 
lipon one after having quitted the spot— 
did you not find it so ?" 

Devereux did not know what to think of 
the conversation ; his face was again as red 
as crimson. 

^^ Do you feel unwell, Mr. Devereux ?" 
said the old lady. 

I am uhusuaüy warm this aflernoon/' 
You appear so, Sir. Pray were the 
young ladies at Abbotsford, when you were 
there ?'' 

Devereux replied, that they were. 

** My reason for asking/' said the old 
lady, '^ was, becausc it was sometime ago 
alinost resolved üpon, that the eldest should 
go into a corivent/* 

At the word convent, every drep" oF 
blood instantly forsook the cheeks of'De- 
vereux, but the widow did not seem to 
notice hii, confasion. ^' It would be a 
fihame," cöntinu^d she, '' to hide such ä 
face as that of Emma Fitz Payne, with- the 

veil. 
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veil. Do you not think her very band- 
»ome?" . , 

'^ Yes, Madam," replied ]>evereuXi 
scarcely knowing what he said; and still 
in doubtj whether the question,ivere dic«- 
tated by simplicity or artitice. ^ 

And yet," continued the. inatron, 

there are persons who prefer the yaung- 
est; to be siire> Priscilla is a fine girl, 
but then- Emma has such beautiful eyes 
and teeth ; and when she smiles — if you 
had ever seen her smile, Sir, I am sure 
you v^ould never havo^ been low-spirited 
afterwards/' ' 

.TDeyereux could bear this no longer— 
y MyAgood lady>" said he, "havesome 
compassion ; I haye seen her sraile ; pe^» 
haps it were better that I had not. I con- 
fide t,p you the secret, that I love and 
adore. Emma ,Fitz Payne, ^bove' every 
woman upon earth ; but I conjure you not 
to tantalize me any more, . Pray teil me, 
is there any such design as that you hinteid 
a^ of sending her into a convent ?" 

" There 
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^' There was, I can seriously assure 
you/' replied the old lady ; '' and, there- 
fbre/ I advise you to lay aside these me- 
lancholy lits, which prevent your recovery, 
and get well as soon as you can, that you 
may change her father*s resolution« A 
yöung man of your figure and expecta- 
tions, may do any thitig. Besitdes, did 
you not teil me the other day, that you 
kfiew the Fitz Parnells? They can influ- 
«nce Sir Arthur Fitz Payne in a moment» 
If the good old Earl öf Clifford were still 
alive, .and in England, I could bri^g* the^ 
matter about myself." 

'* Did you know the nobleman you 
ipeak of, Madam ?*' said Devereux, eager" 
gt once to change the conversation, and' 
desirous of hearing something of so extra^ 
ordinary a personäge. 

'' \ knew him in my youlli/' replied 
the widow De la Pöer, *" when he was ontf 
of the most accomplished men of the age. 
I can just remember his entertaining King 
iQhn^ 9Dd all the court, at Kingsbury, 

4us< 
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just aft/sr-signing the Great Charter. -Six 
l>arons carried the King on their shieldi, 
into the great hall. Thcre was. a condtut 
jin the court-yard, wbich ran vrith wioe^; 
.qnd when the King went.away, Clifford 
presented him with a fine horse, and a 
rieh saddle, with stirrups of massy gold.'^ 

Devereux mentioned the surprise wilh 
which he had seen the preparations foir 
supper^ still so carefully preserved: At 
Kingsbury. 

'^ His was, indeed, a grievoufi disap- 
/pointment," said the old lady. ) i.\^: 

'' The servant/' continued Deverettx; 
•^'idiid not seem disposed to relate th«;pai!- 
ttnilars, but said, that a sad accidenfe i!^ad 
. happened ; and mentioned, ihat the .p€ir- 
son who was suspected of an imtention to 
poison the Company, destroye4 hin^self,**! 

^ He did,*' said the widow De la jPofiJf> 
'^ but not before he had accomplisfee^ p^qt 
of his purppse — did not the man teil j^yo» 
of the deathof Lady Anne?" , .,,n 

'' No/\ replied Devereu]?:.. , , yj; . , .. 

3 : T The 



" •' The Earl waS on thc pointof be!ng 
tnarried to the daughter of Montgbmerf 
q( Powis/' continued the oid lady> " and 
she actually parto<^ of the poison^ and 
died, Clifford himself escapecj, through 
the fidelity of an old servatit, ivho gave 
him notice of the plot^ but not until it 

^ vas too late to save the life of Lady Anne. 

. The Earl soon afterwards went abroad» and 
it h'as been reported that he ivas assassinat- 
ed at Rome. 

*' He was a near relation of Mcrhtfort» 
and the Fitz Parnells, and they were al- 
ways intimate friends öf Sir Arthur Fitz 
Payne ; so you see the steps by which I 
wanted to clitnb into fävour on voiir ac- 
count ; but if your father is agreeable to 
the match^ let him make proposals 9t once. 
Rank and power are every thing with Sir 
Arthur; and your father's title will weigh 
much more in the mind of Fitz Payne^ 
than the affections of his daughter^ or all 
the merit in the world on your part, if 
unaccompanied by riches'and honours." 
VM.. II. c^ ^'ferhaps 



;- . " Pei^aps h may be fortunäte for me 
■ihcn/* Said Devcreux, " that Sir Arthuf 
kerved uhder my father at Daraietta^ and 
lic thcrefore-knoWshiinrwell/' 
: 'f Cfcear up thcD, my young friehd,'* 
Said the good matron ; '' you have nö reaf- 
6on tobe dfraid öf the event of his applir 
cation; 'atid I will not saffer you to in<» 
Biiige m .melancholy tböugbls; fqr no- 
4hiBg coDtribiite^ :balf so much to the re- 
covery of health^ as chearfulness and good 
jt^Aour.'' 

• t 
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CHAP, IX. 



Tirts Company at Mordeförä Castle re- 
ceived, as might be expected, ihe intelli- 
gence of fhe illness of Deverenx, with 
great concern. They had previously at- 
tfibuted his detay to the condition of the 
rbads, having thieiliselves 'wrtnessed the ef- 
fects of the late storras, which had been 
vpj generaTIy feit throughout the coun- 
try. 

TheEarl of Hereford had been makino: 
prepirations for his depOTture, intending 
to set out with Merlin for Ashbury, as 
jsöonas his sön rejoined them at Mocdeford 
Casfle. * • *' * 

K 2 Since 



"• > 



Since his acquaii^tance with the liermify 
(for so we must still call him) he liafd 
been induced to ui^ more exercise oU 
foot^ thanhe had for inany years be^h ac«*» 
customed tOj and being snbject to the 
gout» the dampness of the ground^ in con-* 
sequence of the late heavy rains^ had pro^ 
d4iced oae of the<^severest attacks of that 
piftinfii) disorder which he had ever suffeerGL' 
The Earl was confined to his bed; wheiv 
the messenger arriv^d irom Beiton Grove ;: 
and the intelligence of the illness of JDeh' 
vereux, by distres9(ing his miod, increased 
his Indisposition. 

' He was unabl^ to ^tt his foot on thtf- 
0oor^ and therefore> it was imposaible^tOi 
attempt to visit hisson; and although as-^ 
snred by the messenger that Devereux wasi 
tHit only out of dänger, but thatthere was- 
noreasoa tofeara retnrn of the disorder/ 
hißahxiety almost averl»lanced his pati^^^v 
ence. 

I 

J£ohtm^lso ielt sc^orcely less concern 

Iban Hesefocd himself. Heiiad conceived 

Ui-.T iw\ a great 
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^great regard for Devereux, ivho had tth- 
^eaired'hiimelf to Sir Humphrey, equaUy^ 
\f his* vi^tcity and courage, and that noble 
aod generoua spirit which the worth/r 
kitighl:^ witfiout afTogating to- himself the 
poasession- of ff<, -could not but be cod«- 
acioua was verjF similar tahis owir. . 
) '«'Merlin/' said'Bolnin> '^ suppo^ wer" 
Itfive my good Lord Hereford to the care* 
of'SirHughde Bolebi?c/ »nd pay a visit 
to ouryoung friend?' You arc a sort of 
idie man, now yoir have- no controv.ersiea^ 
t^ decide in HoIme-wood, under tbe, 
Jßruid's oak;. and aftera few days>; Tran, 
yelürn to Mordeford Castle,, vrifh intöHr- 
gence wliat progress we havc made ir\ re»»/ 
covering him. He has a good constitu*; 
tion, and has lived tempenrtely, therefore.* 
IW u» hope for the best ; besides> you un*-i 
derstand medicij^ better than half the^ 
hospitallers; and I m\l make him fbllow 
your prescriptions.'* 

'Merlin was. at first divided in ^his mind^ 
Whether fae^shöuld t:eave hia< friend ibe' 
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Earl, but the cntreaty of the Utter dßr 
c'lded hi3 resolution. Tbere.wisrnotbiii^g 
unusual in the disorder by v^hioh he ynk 
attacked, but its degree of violence; he 
had much more anxiety on his son's ae^ 
eount than his own, and a^ured Merlin, 
that he had no doubt i(would contribute 
46 hi« own cure^ wheu he bad the satisfac- 
tion of kuowing that Devereux was coov- 
ibrted by the presence of so experiencej 
a friend. 

" Procecd, therefore, to get ready mif 
me diately/' said Bohim ; '^ ypu sKall ride 
;one df my mules, which will carry y-ott 
Dot only safdy but easily^and^ Richard 
shall return to shew us the way." 

The, Earl of Hereford recoHected the 
worthy ^ tnatron, at whose mansion his son 
.had been so hospitably entertained; bilt 
«s the kindness for which she had expreß*- 
ed herseif so gräteful was only what he 
considered the strict Hne öf his duty, he 
had scarcely given the circumsjance ä mo- 
jnent's t})oqght^ frohi the time of its €k>- 
** . . ^ L currence. 



eurrence^ which wa»niany years before; 
trnlil it was recalled to his memory^ by. 
ihe communication which he received froiti- 
DeverÄUx. 

^ In the barons' wars, it so happened thaC 
a paitiy of. the insurgents w«re in. the 
jfety att^of sdziii^ lipon, the mansion of 
Bett^ -Grove^ fx>r the piirpose of plunder^ 
when the Bari of 'H&reford> passing- that 
way.wtlh a party of troopSj .gailhintly nU 
tacked Ibe maraiiders, and hhvihg; coiri^ 
pletely routed them^ left: a dets^racnt of 
kb raea to.guard th«. house and iid<uibart 
bitants from any future assault «• 

Belton had been^ for mor^ than a cen» 
lury, the residence of the-deda Foerii, a 
jEamily respectabie for thei«* descimti^l^Ut 
liipdei^alely opulent, Philip» , Ihe. ^tbeti 
f^poprietor^ . was at th^t moLinent a prisoner 
«cnang the Allpbrog^s^ into whose band» 
|):e had fallen'as he was returning. frpHi ^ 
i&rusade. 

: A.fcw years before^ he had espoi^sed the 
d^ighter of Jphn.de. Qlanville ;. ^nd being 
- . K 4 thus 
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thus deprived of her busbandj she resided 
at Betton Grove» in a sort pf presiatiiittr 
iiridowhood. 

De I9 Poer was liberated from hia con» 
finement, and returned to England, but 
suryived only a few years^ leaving bis 
ivjdow^ i¥ho still lived at Bekon Grove^ 
andnever fofgot that she waa^ iftdebted 
Cor the possession of it^ to the kindneai 
and valour of the Earl of Hereford ; alr 
thougix she had never had any opportunify 
of making' a return for the Obligation^ 
untü the arrival of Devereux at the manr 
aion. at a time when he so mucb stood io 
sieed of assistance. 

; Merlini who had for some time laid 
'teideL-bis fantastical dress^ and .assumed .:$ 
habit lesa remarkable, inured> to all the ti» 
eissitudes of our changeable clitnate> and 
possessed of more strength and activity 
tban are usually to be niet with, in in^n 
who had not seen more than half the 
tiupber of his years, was soon eqnipped 
for bis joumey ; and Bphun^ partly to in^ 

;• .. spirit 



«piriV the Earl of Hereford'before tUeit 
ÄfejJjiftfirre, z\\d paftly from the rmtarai. 
love of humour^ did not fail to jest wfth-. 
the'hermif, on th'e mttämorpTiosis which*. 
thi^y had accomplished. 

*' Ayc; tiow," Said he^ ''youlöok likea*. 
Christian, and I sec nothing of the con- 
juroT reniaining, besides the beard. Pfer- 
Iftipsl we may get that trimmedlnto miordern . 
ftJrm-beföre we come back."" 
" " I have been thinking/* Said Merlin;- 
? that as the Earl is desirous of going to 
A^hbiiry, as soon as he can bear the jour- 
uey, it w\] he betfer for nie to remaifi at 
the Grove with Devereiix, untrlbe is abl4 
to' travd, and 'my Lord may then come to 
\is in his vay home ; for if Jam not - mis*- 
taken, Beiton Grove is almost iw the di- 
rect line towards Ashbury.** 

" And pray, how should a hermitknow- 
äny thirigabout roads?" saidSirHnmphrey, 
smiling. 

" If Ä hermit do not,**^ retorted Merlirii 
" surelya-conjuror may/' 

K .5 > Sir . 
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. SirHugh de Bolebec'here interposed; 
and after expressing his hopes. that the 
recovery of Devereux^ as well as ihe Earl 
ofHereford^ would enable them speedily 
to pursue their intended journcy, sug^ 
gested an aheration in their plan^ vhich» 
he said^ he was sure would meet wilh. th? 
'coacurrence of his friend Bohun, and^ 
he trusted^ would not be objected to bj 
cither of the party. . It was, that as:Gla&'- 
don: Tower was situated at no great dis.- 
. tance from the road by which both iKe 
Earl and Devereux Vnust travel, on their 
return to Ashbury, whether they went 
from Mordeford or from Belton Groye^ 
ihey should meet under his roof once 
xnore> to accept his thanks for the restora- 
tion of that happiness for- which he was 
so much indebted to them all, and parti- 
cularly to Merlin. " If you agree .to this 
proposal>'' Said ßolebec, '^ as soon as Sir 
Humphrey brings us intelligence that De- 
vereux has strengtb to perforna the jour- 
ney, my family shall set out for Glandon^ 

to 
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to prepare for your- reception ; and I 
trüst that che Earl of Hereford will, »-by- 
tliat tiirie, be sufficiently recovcred to ac- - 
Company you> Sir Humphrey, and tneet'f 
bis Bon once more in Bernwodd Forest."^ 
; " I have no objection to any thing'bcrt 
delav/' Said Bohun ; " but as hermits sfcl- - 
dorn travel very fast, I miist le^ve my gecxi ■ 
Lord and yoursclf, to rnake* any arrangif- 
ments you think proper, while we proceed 
without loss of-liiTie to Beiton • GrO\'e> 
Come, Merlin, you say you know theroad; 
pray lead the way." •' 

Bbhun and. Merlin quittcd Mördeford ! 
Castle, bolh equally anxious to reach . 
Beiton, at leasl some time the nextday. 

The weather- was still tempestuous, and • 
hfeavy showers frequently feil; ,but neither. 
of the travellers suflered much inconveni- 
ence fröm wind or rain. Merlin had becn ^ 
constantly accustomed Xo them' in bis ^ 
äbode at- the hermitage, and Sir Hum- 
phrey 's buflP coat bade defiance to ^'thc c 
peitieg of tbetpitiless «torm/' The roads 

K <i : were j 
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Viere deap> but the knight and his compa* 
nion were well mounted — Mer]in> on a 
fin^ Spanish mule^ and Sir Humphrey^ oa- 
ene of his strengest steeds. They werC:. 
attended by three servants« for the Earl of 
H^reford insisted on attaching to Merlin 
otie of his oviii domestics ; . and if the 
journey had been even twice as long, its 
wearisomeness would have been but little». 
if' at all perceived, so completely was the 
time occiipied by conversation ;^ for Mer- 
lin possessed an inexhaustible source of . 
Information, and the vivacity of Bühun^. 
and his fertility otinVention, were perpc- 
tual incitements to wit^ ingenuity^ , ^nd: 
good huinoun 

iSir Marmaduke Langdale Jiad a Castle, 
near which they were to pass^ and Bohut>^ : 
proposed to sleep there. He suppose^d 
that the famijy were absent, but. having 
been long acquainted with the knighty." 
he Inew that the. doors of Stoke were : 
always open to.himself and his friends. . . 

On iheir arrival^ Sir Humpt)£ey.. wa^T» 

agreeably 
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agreeably surprised to find that Langdale, 
accompanied by several of his friendir, 
aftiong whom was Bohun*s parficular ac- 
qUaintance^ Sir William Fifz Oborne, had 
returned to Stokö Castle the day befor«; 
He had not seen him since they met at 
Glandon Tower, on the return of Bolebec, 
at the termination of ihe civil war, Lang- 
dalc bajving been absent almostev^r since, 
in a distant part of the country. 

Sir Marmaduke had once seen - MerKrt 
af Mordeford Castle, but it was not pro-* 
bable that he would recoghize the hermit 
in bis present dress; and in casfc of a dis- 
covety being made, either by the ciiriosity 
of any of the Company, or the inadver- 
tenty of Merlin, Bohun promfsed hfmself 
no small share of entertäinnient. 

Önentering the house, he took Merlin' 
by the hnnd, and presented hrm to Sir 
Marmaduke and his giiests, as one of his 
best friends, biit did not mention my ■ 
name; Langdale bowed fespectfiilly, bitt 
tcK>k nc |iarlicular notice of the ifctranger^ 

t'i'h. ■ ■■■ besides 
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besides tbat which was the resiiJt of bis na* 
tural generosjty of disposition. 

The days were. now considerably dimi« 
nished in length^ and the unusual quantity 
of rain that häd fällen, increaaed the- 
gloominess of the season. 

Stoke Castle« which {lad b'een construct* 
ed for security more than for qomfort, was 
^Iways di'^mal. The Apartments received 
all their light by narrow. Windows, so high . 
up in the walls, that even if they had not 
opened into the area of the biiilding, they. 
would not have affbrded tothose within, 
the least gliinpse of the scenery . wbich . 
siirroiinded them. This disadvantage wa^ . 
in söme measure compensated by the.hosr» 
pitality of the possessor^ The fire, bright 
blazing, illuminated the ample hall^ whilsf: 
a plentiful board^ and a hearty welcome/, 
invited the. guests to partake of the. gene- 
rosity of Sir Marmaduke Langdale, wbo 
was one of the most considerable among. 
those who so gallantly sigoaiized them^ 
selves undcr Frince Edwatd; and for. bis 

prowess 
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prowess was made a banneret^ on the-dav 
of the Famous battte of Evesham. 

' The exhilarating goblet circulaled free- 
Jy. ;Bohun spofted bis jests, and related 
liis humourous anecdotes;. and Merlin oc* 
casionally astoniühed the Company with his 
shrewd and sagacroiis remarks^ but- he re- 
mained imdiscovcred. 

Längdale was occupiod by general at- 
tentions to his giiests. Tlicre was, indeecL 
«naung thetn, one John de Burgh, an old 
Commander, who had formcrly served under 
Simon de Montfort, in ihe Crusade Icd by 
ihat general against. the Albigenses. In 
the course of the evening, this per&on fre- 
qucntly fixed his eyes.on Merlin, with un- 
con^mon attention, but nevcr cnce ad- 
dressed hini. 

They retired to their Chamber^ and the 
next roorning having taken leave.of their 
friendly host, proceeded fowards Beiton 
ßrove. 

. '' Did you observe that old man whp 
looked so earnestly at you last night?'' 

3 Said 
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Bald Bohun^ addressing himself to Mei4if)p> 
as they rode alöng ; '' I thought he teemed*' 
to remember thc hcrmit.'* / : 

'^ No, Sir Humphrey," rcplfed Mefliri) 
" hc might remember wie, butLaim suiie hc; 
did not remember *7^fe hermit; for Ke neter 
saw me in that- dres6 ; and if I Ikad had x^fi 
mj old vest and cap, he- could not have 
recollected me at- aU. Did' you ever-^^e^ 
bim before, Sir Hnmphrey ?*' . «: 

*' He has been at Mord^ford . Gasf ]# 
twice orthree times," said Bobun, '' whicb 
inade me siippose that he migtil bave sben 
you before/*" . ^ 

*' So he ha^, ftfty yearsagOji" sa^d Mei^. 
lin; ''and Ireraembered him very pei*^- 
feclly> though I nevcr «aw him since/until. 
last night He might have made a disco«- 
Yery which Iwish to avoid atpresetit ; 
and indeed^ every time he opened his Kps/ 
I expected to hear my öwn name." 

^' I have a great mind to go back to 
Stoke immediately/* said Bohun^ '* but. 
young DeveFeux may require some assisN 

ance; 
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aace ; änd I dare say De Burgh wculd not 
fasve been dumb all the evening, .if hc 
häd perfectly remembered you." 

Merlin changed the subject, and they 
pursued tbeir journey. Wben wilbin the 
distance öf about a mile from Beiton 
Girove^ Richard was sent {urv^ard to ap* 
prise Devereiix of their approach. 

* The e venin g was set in, and on their 
•rrival they were immediately conducted 
tb the apartment of Devereux, who had 

' Klired to bis Chamber just before. 
f\ 3?he presence of bis friends was a cor*« 
dial to bis spiritis^ by whtch they were 
motnentarily relieved from tbat depresssioil 
and languor to which, as was before obr 
aerved^ the disease had not so rouch con« 
tribuced^ as bis visit to Abbotsfofd^ 

Not aware of this circumsrance> how«« 
ev^r^ Sir Humphrey Bohun feit a much.. 
greater degree of uneasiness on accounti of 
bj^ yoKung friend» than he expressed whilst 
ini'his presence. lle attributed the re- 
markable ch^nge in Devereux^ £r<iiQ the 
. i...:. utmost 



Uttnost livcliness and gaiety ordispositienjr. 
to a degree ofserioüs perisiveness • bor« 
dcring on melancholy^ tö the dcbilitating 
hifluence oFthe fever^ and was still afona«^ 
cd for his safety. 

'- Merlin^ whose knowledg« of disenses^ 
wi\% cntirely of the empmcal kind^ ac^ 
qiilred by practica! experience of the asf - 
of remedies, Mther tban from studytng; 
the mutual relationship of cause and eft 
fectj wöuld perhaps bave been excused; 
if^ like many modern physicians^ he had 
sübscribed to the same opinion, menelyc 
because it was suggested to hiro; withoul 
|my troiible of retlection or investigatiDii^ 
on his own- pari; but he hnd a noal irr» 
l^ard for Dcvereux> and tbought no pains. 
foo great by which he might render hiai 
Service. Moreover, the recoUectron ofa 
severe disease, by which he had himself 
been attaciced, when about the same age 
as his friend, at a period when his mind^ 
was agitated by a conflict between hope 
and fear/ suggested a doubt respecting the 

case* ^ 
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iclfäse/ Mhiti^ hattcscj^pedithe eq^ally ?ea- 
]ous \}ui lern observant Bohun. , ' 

^- 'After s^ine-time pässed in mutual en- 
.quiries,: and: ;bäving explained the plan 
apd intendon of their iifi&it, they withdrew 
from his Chamber, cxhoning D^vereuXito 

« 

^Wp his miild in the iDOSt perfect tran- 
^uilUty^ and compo&e bimiielf. to resl; as 
^eii^p^ abo^e 9H thingf», iwould enable. hicii 
-jto regeln ^tr^i^gtb to conquek* the diätem« 
ip^«>T-^^ FjQT," Said BohuHj ^^ I: intend to 
make a^ery Short campaign; andas sbon 
.as> we- havfs driven out the enemy, I »hall 
leave'the command . of the.tgarrison to 
Merlin, and return to head-quartcrs. - Tl\e 
grherals will be very impatitnt ito' begin 
.tbeir march towards Glandoa Tower^ as 
'Soon as they knaw that tbelr conrederates 
are ready to join them; as they expeot 
that the gates will be set, open to the^n, 
/and they shall be admitted 'Viithout any 
difficulty, likc the men of Warkworth, 
under a certain bfficer of my acquainf- 
ance» Dayou reraember him, Devereux?" 

They 
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They nov/ retirecl« The widow De 1| 
Poer had prepared a repast for her neW: 
guest, and was waiting to receive them 
^'ith great Goiirtesy* She had iiever seea 
Bobun> though she vfß% no stranger la bis 
mffitary fame* 

The knight infroduced Nferlifi, whcM 
venerable ßgure seemed to attraißt partien^: 
lar attention ; and they joinedin returniiig 
thanks« for the kind and friendly mannar: 
in which the good matron had rieceivfMi. 
and accommodated their friend» >• 

She told theni^ in reply, that «he con^ 
si^ered herseif indebted to. the fathecv^^C^. 
Devereux, for all the cotnforts which. they : 
saw aroUnd her;, and added, that the obli-rv 
f gation she was under to the Earl 4if.- 
Hereford, was iöcreasedi by the pleasqre , 
which their visit to Behon Grove. aiTord^ 
her. . " 

Merlin made a remark on the evident 
d^jection of his friend, which was the ; 
möre alarraing as it was unusual ; and en- 
C]^iure4 if. thp. recovery .o£ his accustome4. 

i viyacity. 
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^vildtf, seemed to keep pace with the re* 
tbtn af his strength ? 
" ** Bjr nö means/* said the good woman, 
^rätheif the reverse; but I have talked to 
him on the subject^ and I hope when the 
Earl of Hereford is made acquainted with 
the calise of it we *'shall be able to find a 
rcwicoy. 

. '.She spoke-this with a sunile^ and Bohun 
iimnediately exclaimed — '^ My life on it, 
the boy is ib* love. Do you not think so^ 
MexHn?'' 

'^' These things are all very natural/Sir 
Hmnphrey/* continued'the widow; "but 
I must eiitreat you to take no notice to 
the young gentlemanj that I have said a 
Word to' you about it — he will think thät ^ 
Ihä'te betrayed -his secret." 

, •^Mbrlin' sigb^d. 

" Come^ come/' said Bohun, '' iastead 
€)f äghing, we ought to rejoice. If this 
be the case^ there is no rea$on to. despair 
of a eure. In the mean time^ Madam, as 
we havie had a long joiirney, we will glad-, 
.1.- •'■ ly 



ly parfake of \^hat I per^eive yöur' goorf-' 
ness has providcd for iis/' ■ ' 

They sat down to a pienteötts repft^t, 
wftich wtis liandsomely serted, 'an'd'-so^ri 
afterwards retired to flicir respeclwe^iii|)jii*- 
rtients. . i 

In thc morning, ät sün rJsirig, Merlity vt*" 
sited his friend Devereux, and insisted dA- 
his accompanving him in hw mörtiing 
walk, which he contiiiued to pursue as 
oonslantly as wheh he inhabited the hci!^ 
mitage. '' If you find yourself fatigticd,^ 
Said ^hi^ old man, *' let ortfe öf the «ei*Vahts 
liwet US with the nnile on our retuVii. He- 



- r 



titivelfr Very safely ; and althotig!*"'! liävc 
not icode for more thiäh' tWrt^»year8 ointil- 
Team« hifher, l am not at all fotigtliEkl by 
the Icngth of the joftrney/* 

Devereux accordingly t^o^e^i ähd öt*- 
tend^ . Mej^liti'/ The lattet'then' «tiqisired 
into the p^ticulars of his üln^itäi^ \rhfcfc 
imperceptibly Ifed- to ati atcount of lih' 
adventure on the ittoor. " Itwaslbe ün- 

and 
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und the midnight damps^ .whtch produccd 
your complaint. I think nothing of the 
storm. . It was« not the wind nor the rain, 
but :the vapouvs of the iiiarsK> whiich oc- 
easioned all the mischief." 

Devereux then related what he had ob-' 
served respeoting the light, fogether with 
the account whidh had been given of it 
by the cöttager. 

" There is nothing of this kind/' said 
MerKn^ " in Holme Wood, or in thir 
Chase. I have passed' vrhole nights in the 
epcn air^.and in every season, but ne^'er 
aaw any .thing like it. The brilliant coi^ 
fUscatipns of fhe lightning ifsed to play 
upon the summit of the hills^ and fringed 
ibe »groves as with sparkling diamonds; 
bnt therie are no noxious exhalations 
Ibere. - The western breezes purify those 
f«)öUs>/4ind Jtbe- friendly Wye dpain» off 
^erydrpp^f &uperflUous moisture whicl^ 
Ihß trees andiberbage do not exhaust. . 

*' 1 'fadve formerly seen the möor y^u 
^ak- of,*^ «ddcd McrKh; '' it \s, I be- 
3,; ». lieve. 



lievc, thc säme place where tradttion rc- 
lates tbat part ofa Roman legion stuck fast 
in a bo^, and perishid by famine^ amtdst 
tbe taunts of their enemies. Pray from 
what place had you travdled/thät yoü were 
benighted in that spot?" 

Devereux replied« (hat he had spent the 
preceding night at Abbötsford Castle ; and 
in Order to avoid any qiiestions on the 
subject of his visit there, by an easy tran- 
ätion^ passed toa description of the. vron- 
ders which he had seen at Kingsbury. ^ 

This was a topic on which Merlin was 
not more disposed to converse^ than De- 
vereux was to be interrogated respecting 
the fatnily of Fitz Payne. 

The reader will probably have perceived, 
in the account which the.hermit hadgiven 
of himself^ a coincidence with the story 
of the Earl of Cliffbrd, which will hav6 
already prepared him for identifytng Ihe 
proprietor of the vast lordships of Kings- 
bury^ in the recluse of Holme Wood* 

Devereux had only jusi commenccd liis 

rel^tioD, 
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relation^ ^^hen Merlinj who perceived the 
approach of the servant ivith the mule« 

^esired bim not to fatigue himself by too 
much conversatioD, and penuaded him to 

xide back to the Grove. 

Sir Huiriphrejr Bohun met fhem on thcir 
return^ and exerted himself wich so much 

'success^ to disperse the cloud which still 
hung over the mind of Devereux, that 
he became inore chearful than be had 
been at any time since bis arrival al Beiton. 
A si^h occasionally escaped him ; but 
p^tly checked by the presence of Bohun, 

.^ikd the apprehension of a disclosure of 

4be confessjon he h^d made to the widow 
De la Poer, respecting Emma Fitz Payne, 

J)ij^,j^ected a degree of gaiety which was 

ffar from his heart^ and was chearful. in di- 

,;c^t Opposition to his feelings. 
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CHAP. X. 



In the evening, Böhun iutimated hisdesign 
to rct.iirn to Mordeford Castle ihe next 
day, remarking, that by the time the Earl 
of Hpreford was fit to*travel, there could 
be no doubt that Devereux would be in a 
condition to join him on the road to 
Glandon. *' I supposcj," said the knight, 
" that Bolebec will le^d the van. The 
Jiarl of Herfeford and mvself shall foilow 
in a few days ; and-these two young gen- 
llemen/' alluding to Merlin and Deve- 
reux, '* will do well to meet us at Chil- 
lingplace ; unless they would prefer tra- 
velling by way of Oxford, in .wbich.case 

• we 
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\ve could meet thera at Sir Arthur Fitz, 
Payne's, ofAbbotsford Castle." 

This was a home thrust for Devereux. 
He knew that he had never said one word 
to Sir Humphrey, which could have put 
him in mind of Abbotsford. He had in- 
deed mentioned the name to Merlin, biit 
in so cursory a manner^ that it was not at 
all likely for him to have repeated what he 
had Said. He thöught that he p6rceived a- 
sort of suppressed smile on the face of 
Bohun.^ Avhen he named Sir Arthur Fitz 
Payne; and the idea that the widow had 
acquainted him with the discovery she had 
made, instantly occurred to him, and 
threw him into extreme confusion. 

Merlin, however, unintentionally re- 
lieved bim in some measure from his era- 
barrassment, by saying that he should like 
to meet with Sir Nigel de Chillingplace 
again ; *^ for," said he, *' you may per- 
haps remember that he was one of my '' 
strongest supporters, when you 'disputed 
with me respecting the dragon of Morde- 

L 2 ford. 
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ford^ and spoke of him as cont^mptuousljr 
as Daniel did of old, respecting the Ba-* 
bylonish dragon." 

Devereux hoped that the conversatioä 
w^ld now be diverted into another chan- 
Jiel ; but Bohun, with provoking good 
hiimour> returned to the charge. 

'' iSo then, Merlin, you prfefer going 
to Chillingplace ; but lef us hear what De- 
vereux says; I have a notion tbat he would 
like better tö visit Abbotsford Castle— 
vou!d yoü pöt, my brave Jad ?*' 

At this instant Devereux was again fa- 
vourcd, by another interruption of the 
conversation : the widow De la Poer an- 
nounced the arrival of her brother, wbom 
she saw alighting at the door. 

But the circumstancc which thüs afforded 
telief tö one of the parties, from the at- 
lack of tlie humourous Bohun, tbreatened 
. the other wiih still greq^ter con Fusion, from 
the discovery which, the moment the 
stranger entered the room, Merlin pei*^ 
ceived to be.indvitable, . '. 

The 
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The widow öf De la Poer had an only 
sister, whose marriage with John de Burgh 
had entitlpd him, to the appellattort by 
ithich she announced thearrival at Beiton, 
of the same j)ei*son who had so wistfuWy 
observed Merlin, whep he was gt Sir Mar- 
xnaduke Langdale's. 

Bohun, who when he had first noticed 
the attention with which De Burgh seemed 
to liegärd Merlin, had only suspected that 
hCi perhaps, had some recollection of him 
in the' character of a hermit, now feit his 
curiosily greatly increased, by the conver- 
sation which had passed on the rx)ad froiu 
Stoke Castle, 

The Visit of De Biirgh to his sister-in- 
law, was almost accidental. Ile was desi- 
rous of seeing her bcfore he returncd 
into Wiltshire, where he usually resided^ 
and had taken Beiton Grove in his road 
thither; biit withou't having either ap- 
prized her of. his intehtion, or, indeed, 
without having determinedupon it himself 
until the-preeediirg evening. 

1,3 Bobun, 
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Bohiin, wholly unacquainted with the 
affinity between De Burgh and the \vidow 
of De Ja Poer^ had not mentioned whither 
he was going when he left Stoke Castle; 
and they were therefore mutually siir- 
prised, at thus again meetjng, in a place 
Vrhere neither of them had entertained 
the remotest idea of seeing the other. 

When De Burgh entcred the room, he 
made a profound reverence to Merlin; 
then starting at the sight of his old ac- 
quaintance Bohun, was for same- time en- 
gaged in an explanation of the subject of 
their uncxpected meeting, which necessa- 
rily involved some account of Devereux, 
to whom De Burgh next addressed iiim- 
self, congrj^Julaling him on his recovery, 
and his sister on the satisfaction which, 
he Said, he knew sh^ must feel, in contri- 
buting to it. 

Ever and anon, he cast his- eyes on 
Merlin, with a sort of doubtful curiositv, 
nure easily con<:eived than described. 
Äicrlin feit its force — jand notwithstanding 

all 
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all his philosophy and stoicism, was iina- 
ble to enter upon the conversation, which 
he expected evtry moment, with as mnch 
trepldation as that ivhrch Devereux had 
felt^ when Sir Ilumphrey Bohun was be- 
ginning to bantcr him respecting his visit 
to Abbotsford. 

Bohun had piirposely avoided addressing 
his friend by the familiär name of Merlin, 
as he usually called him, in hopes that the 
curiosity of De Biirgh, being kept com- 
pletely on the Stretch, might indnce him 
to begin a discourse with him ; but per* 
ceiving that De Burgh looked as if he was 
ur>der a kind of ceremonious rcstraint, 
which he could not account for. at lenprth 
determined to proceed with his usual 
plainness, and therefore bluntly remarked 
— -*' !• think. De Burgh, that ycu must 
have forgotten having been in Company 
with my venerable friend, before you saw 
him at Stoke Castle." 

Merlin looked confused ; and De Burgh 
noticing his embarrassment, although he 

L 4 supposed^ 
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supposecl, from the intimacy which ap- 
peared to subsist betWeen him and Bohun^ 
ihat the latter would not have brought for- 
ward the subject iinless with the approba- 
tion of his friend, was yet not quite cer- 
tain that he oiight tomention hissuspicion 
that it was the Earl of Clifford, replied, 
in a hesitating manner — 'VThere are few 
persons who have e^er had the happihess 
of being in Company with your friend, 
wlio can forget the pleasure of conversing 
with him; but it is'so many^ years sinbe 
the time at whjch I think that I had that 
honoiir^ as to makc me in some doubt re* 
specting it." 

- '^ Have you any recollection, Sir," said 
Merlin, " whether it might be at Kelyijg- 
worth?" ; 

" It was, my Lord," replied De Burgh ; 
*'- and at that time I thought myself so 
near death, from the wounds I had re- 
ceived abroad, that I did not expect to 
have ever left the Earl of Leicester's Gas- 
tle; muph less^that I should agaiii enjoy 

the 
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the pleasure of seeing your Lord^hip, at 
jthe end of fifty years/' 

Bohun was now in almost as much con*- 
sternation as the wonian of Endor, when 
the apparition which she herself had con- 
jured up, announced that it was Saul who 
was her visitor, 

, Merlin's resemblance of Simon de Mont- 
ford, whi'ch Sir Humphrey had so often 
talked of; the severe disappointment 
which the hermit himself had mentioned; 
the sucjden death of the Lady Anne Mont- 
gomerie (rt was supposed) by poison ; 
followed by the as siidden disarppearance 
of the Earl of Clifford, with whom she 
was on the point of marriage, concurred 
to identify his person, and prove that the 
poor hermit of Holme Wood could be 
none other than the Earl of Clifford hiai- 
self. V 

Deyereux looked at Bohün in sflent as- 
tonishment, whilst the widow De la Poer 
was endeavouring to trace^ in the lin^a- 
sients of Merlin^ the features of the Earl 
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of Cliffbrd, which had not altogether es- 
caped her recollection. 

ClifTord took De Buro;h by the hand^— 
^^ I never deny my name," said he, " but 
have had few opportun! ties of answering 
to it for many years. Bohun will tellyou 
a (housand amiising stories, of my having 
beenan inhabitantof Holme Wood, where 
I was a hermit; and of the metamorphosis, 
as he calls it, which the Earl of Hereford 
and himself have at length effected ; but 
it seems to be bis turn, at present, Xo 
feel the effect of surprise. Yet, bold 
Böhun,'' he continued, turning to the 
Knight, (who was really as jnuch over- 
powered by astonishment, as Clifford and 
Devereux had just before been, by their 
respective emotions) *' there is nothing 
magical in all this, riothing but what will 
admit of proof ; it is not merely hearsay 
or tradition, but you häve demonstrative 
cx'idence, It is not like the account of 
the black spirit, is it, Sir Humphrey ?" 
<- " Itis indeed your turn, my dearLord," 
'5 Said 
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Said Bohun; '' but .1 know not how to 
congratulate you on a discovery, which re- 
flects so much disgrace on my sagacity; 
fbr I find that I have been at the threshold 
which led to it, a thouäand times^ and 
yet never had sense enough to find n>y 

'' So it happens to many wise men as 
well as you, my dearfriend," replied the 
Earl ; ^*^ but a secret once revealed, is 
never thought worth the trouble which has 
been taken to conceal it; it is like the in- 
side of a Persian talisman, or Numidian 
obi, which contains a few feathers, a litr 
tle hair, or a drop of blood, or the tooth 
of a snake : the wonder lies in the cover- 
ing, and the jewellery which envelopes it. 
The thing hidden scarcely deserY.e3 a 
thoughf. Let us, therefore, either forget 
|bat there was any secret, or that it has 
ever been revealed, 

'^ It was my intention-to have mention- 
^d my name, on quitting the hermitage> 
but no proper opportunity offered ; or 

L 6 rather^ 
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rather, fhc kindness of my fricnds pre- 
vented my having any mötive sufEcient to 
compel me to break through tbe silly re- 
luctance which I had to disclose it. I 
therefore re'served it until some future oc* 
casion ; but when I least expected a dis- 
covery, my old acquaintance De Burgh is 
accidentally thrown in my way, and by 
breaking the buBble, has in one moment 
made ydu, Sir Humphrey, .better ac- 
quainted vvith the person whom you have 
been fostering so long under the walls of 
Mordeford Castle, than an intimacy . of 
twenty years." 

The attention of Devereux barf iieye^ 
been so completely abstracted frpm the 
subject which had almost incessantly oc- 
cupied bis mind^ ever since he came to 
Beiton Grove, as at the present moment j 
and he too, in some sort, p«trticipitated 
>vith Bohun, in the surprise that he him- 
self should have hpard the history of the 
hermit, ?U5 delivered at Mordeford^ and of 
the Jüarl of Cliffbrd, as related by the sef- 

vat 
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' vant at Kingsbury, without having once 
thoaght of comparing thefm together, 
without a Single idea of the resemblance 
between them, or the exdctness of the 
parallel. 

He now perceived why the Earl of Clif- 
ford >yas unwilling to hear the relation of 
what he had seen at Kingsbury, although 
he could not conceive, at the time, why 
' Merlin was so desirous to put an end to 
the conversation. 

" My good Lord Cliffbrd/' said tlie 
widow De la Poer, *' I have a twofold' 
cause of rejoicingon thepresent occasion; 
•^first, that 1 sce you at Beiton Grove, is 
a sincerief satisfaciron to the daughter of 
John de Glanvillc:, who, in his lifetime> 
wxjs hoTioured with your friendship ; — se»- 
cöndly, oh accöunt of this young gentle- 
man, to whose happiness you have h in 
your power to c'ontribute, cven more than 
you can perhaps at present imagine.'* 
^ Dcvei-eux/ who had "been hesitating fpr 
soraelime, and in vain attempting'to corr- 

• gratulate 
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gratulate his venerable, ftiend, was now^ 
totally Struck dtimb, and wou]d have left _ 
the roora, but his legs forgot their office ; 

• and he found himself iinable even to move 
from his chair. 

The Earl of Clifford, \yhp had enter- 
tained almost "a fraternal affection for * 
Glanville, although, until thismoment, Ke • 
did not know that'the widow De la Poer 
was the daughter of his friend,, returned 

.the compliments of his kind hostess, by 
telling her — '' that if he had not already 
feit the strengest indiicement to serve and 
assist his friend Devereux, he should have 
thought it a duty which he owed to the 
memory of his belpvcd Glanville, to have 
promised an unconditional compliance 
with any suggeslions which the daughter 
of so dear a friend could have made on 
his accöunt." 

Well, my noble Earl/' said Bohun, 

I thinkyou know me too well, to expect 

any compliments; and I know you toa 

well, to l^ink tha> you would be please4 



iC 
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by any alteration in my usual freedom ; 
therefore, I shall hasten back to Morde- 
ford, aud set my cellars open, as I always 
do when I hear goodnews; and Bolebec 
shall cut down Bemwood Forest, to make 
bonfires, and roäst a whole herd of his 
black oxen, lo celebrate the restoration of 
his son, by iheans of the hermit of Holme- 
wood, and the finding of the Earl of Clif- 
ford, by means of honest Jack de, 
Burgh." 

Devereux, although agitated by such an 
uriexpectcd occurrence, was rather bene- 
fited than injured by it; it had produced. 
the Sensation of fatigue, not of uneasi- 
ness> and he siept more soundly than 
usual. 

.Changing the name of Merlin, which 
had been given him by ßohun, for the 
title of Earl of Clifford, which he had fe- 
ceived by right of inheritance, created not 
the smallest difference in the manners, 
sentiments, pr feelings of the bermit> who 

arose 

t 
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arose at the usual hour, and called for 
Devereux to accompany him in his walk* 

Devereijx attempted to api^logize for 
his seeming neglecr, tojoin the Company 
in theirtribiite of respect, or> the preceed- 
rng evening ; and pleaded the confusion 
into which he had been thröwn,by the rail- 
lery of Bohiin^ and the abrupthess of the 
widow De la Poer. 

'' Say nothing more on thesubject, my 
child/' Said the excellent old man ; " I 
tnist that the onfy- change you- will per- 
ceive in consequence of De Burgh's dis- • 
tlosure, will be an increase af humility, ia 
6pe, who, rn the assumed character of a 
hermit^ might say and do many things 
without impropriety, which would be är-- 
rogant in the Earl of ClifFord. And now, 
my dear friendj suflTer me to pry a little 
into yöur affairs; but nat without as$nring 
you, that I >vould not do so, if I did not 
feel that they concern me, at ' least as 
much as my own. Teil me sincerely,. if 

you 



>» 
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you know what the widow De la Poer al- 
lud'ed . to, in her remark respecting the 
power which I have to promote your hap- 
piness ?" 

^' It would be unworthy of your friend- 
ship/' replied Devereux, *Mf I attempted 
to conceal any thing from your enquiries* 
I feel that it is weak and ridicutous to have 
tried, evep for a raoment, to disgurse my 
feeKngs, of which I know no reason why 
I sho\i]d be ashamed. Could I have sum- 
moned resolution enough io have candidly 
ackriowledged the reason ofthat dejection, 
which you, and all my friends, mnst have 
perceived, I should not only have avoided 
ridicule, but that consciousness of de- 

« 

serving it, which inakes me tremble even 
at the göod-humoured raillery of Sir Hum* 
phrey Bohun." 

He then proceeded io relate the circum- 
stances of his visit to Sir Arthur Fitz 
Payne, and the impressiön which his tnind 
receivfed, on first seeing his accomplished 
daughter ; and concluded with teiling the 

E^rl, 



234. THE GREY FRIAR. AKD 

Earl, that the widow De la Poer, dcsirous 
gf ascertaining the true cause of his me- 
lancholy, had^ after tnany enquiries, siic- 
cecded in discovering his passion for Emma 
Fitz Payne; and that, inthecourse of the 
conversation which ensued, she had" ex- 
pressed her regret that the absence of the 
Earl of Cliffbrd prevented the prospect 
which, through his influence, she thought 
that she conld have ptocured, of a favour- 
able reccption in the family. 

" Make yoiirself perfectly easy on that 
head/' replicd the good öld Earl; " the 
widbw De la Poer is a sensible wotnan, 
and seems tp understand the disposition of 
Fitz Payne very well. Yoir haye no rea- 
ßon to doubt the concurrenc^ of your fs^- 
ther, and I will take care of the rest/' 

They took a very short walk this morn- 
ing, on account of seeing Bohun beföre 
his departure for Morde ford ; and on their 
return to the mansion, föund the Knight 
earnestly engaged in conversation with the 
widow De la Poer. Devereux guessed^ 

frora 
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from their looks, that he was parfly the 
subject of their discourse ; but encou- 
raged by the presence of Clifford, he feit 
much more composed than he had done 
the day before. 

The widow had been entreatins: Sir 
Hujnphrey to use his influence with the 
Earl of Hereford, to induce hiiri to honour 
her with his Company at the Grove. The 
hospitable matron woiild have gladly of- 
fered accommodation to the Bolebec fa- 
mily, at the same time ; but as their reti- 
Xkue was very numerous, she was obliged 
to confine her invitatiori to the Earl of 
Hereford, and Sir Humphrey Bohun, 
\yhom she entreated to conduct him to 
Beiton Grove. 

Bohun replied — '' Your brother very 
Vell knows that old geneials seldom sign a 
treaty, without some proviso of their own 
attached to it. The condi(ioi) which I have 
to propose is, that you and De Burghjoin 
the party to Glandon Tower ; and, in that 
pase, I will venture to undertake, that as 

,soon 



\ 
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soon as the Earl of Hereford is able fo 

m 

stir, he shall cbme to the Grpve for a few 
days^ on his way thither." 

The widow made some excuses, pn ac- 
coiint cf such an addition to the nume- 
rous Company already invited to Gfandon^ 
but Bohun interriipted her — ** Why, Ma- 
dam, the Tower is large enough to accom- 
modate an army : I consider the^affair set- 
tled, and will set out immediately.*' 

Then taking leave of the Earl of CHf- 
ford^ Devereux, and De Burgh, he moun- 
ted his horse and rode off towards Morde- 
ford. 

ClifTord toök the earliest opportunity of 
conferrino; with the widow De la Poer, 
on tbe subjcct of Devereux, as he per-, 
fectly agreed with her respecting the dis- 
position of Sir Arthur Fitz Payii«, and the 
motives by which he was most likely, to be 
influenced in tbe disposal of his^daughter; 
and although he thought thät a propos^l . 
from the Earl of Hereford would un- 
dopbtedly be received Avith great respect, • 

he 
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fie was aware that the possession of 
Kingsbury, whose domains iilmost sur- 
jf^ounded Abbolsford, must always possess 
isuperior weight ih the consideration of 
4hat family. He conceived, therefore, . 
that without directly intcrfering at present, 
lie might pave the way which must even- 
Jtually lead to the success oF Devereux, 
by renewing an intercourse with Filz 
Pavne. 

For rhis purpose, without mentioning 
^ Word of his Intention to Devereux, and 
liavijig enjoincd the wiciow to the strictest 
secrecy, he sent a messenger to Kingsbury 
Place, with instructions lo the old servant 
there, to announce to the Abbot of Brier- 
ley his intended return ; to require an 
immcdiate restitution of his lands, to those 
whom heshouldappoint to take possession- 
of them.; and to restore the ori"^inal esta- 
blishment at the niansion, and prepare 
«very thing for his reception. 

The messenger was charged to deliver 
the lettcr,without saying whence he came, 

and 
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and to retuvn immediately to the Grove. 
ITe travelled all night, and arrived at 
Kingsbury.at break of day. Having deli- 
vered the letter according to his Instruc- 
tions, v'ithout waiting for any reply, he 
Struck into the track leading towards Ox- 
ford; an"d afterwards returning into the 
road -to Beiton, bastened back to the 
Grove. 

The oldservant, who was well acquaint-* 
cd with the hand-writing of the Earl, lost 
no time in setting out for Brierley ; and 
as the road to the Abbey passed through 
the village of Abbotsford, he could not 
deny himself the gratification of imparting 
the joyful and important intelligence which 
• he had received, to the family öf Fitz 
Payne, knowing that they had been the 
most intimate friends of Simon de Mont- 
fort, and the Fitz Parnells, and must^ there- 
fore, feel an interest in whatsoever related 
to the interests of the family. 

He found Sir Arthur Fitz Payne much 
^<Jistressed, by intelligence which^ had been 

just 
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just before brought to him^ of the death 
of John Fitz Parnell, who had been so se- 
verely wounded, in a töurnament held at 
Aix, in the presence of Louis, King of 
France, and his Court, that he died of his 
wounds in.a few davs. 

The niessenger who brought this infor- 
mation was a servant of the deceased Fitz 
Parnell, who, on his death-bed, had 
charged him with a letter to Sir Hugfi de 
Bolebec, which he was strictly enjoined to 
deliver into his ovvn hands. He had landed 
ät Southampton, and having travelled to 
Abbotslbrd, to infcirm Sir Arthur Fitz 
Payne of the dcath of his mastcr, was now 
gone to Glandon Tower with the letter to 
Bolebec. 

. On hearing the news which the servant 
from Kingsbury had brought, respecting 
the retimi of the Earl of Cliffbrd, Fitz 
Payne conchided that this i;nexpected cir- 
cumstance' was in soc^.e way connected 
with the death of his friend Fitz Parnell. 

It 



» 
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It however afTorded him some de^ree of 
consolation, that the Earl of Cltflfbrd was 
likely once more to return into the neigh^ 
bourhood^ where his presence was of so 
much importänce, and where his autbo- 
rity was paramount-fo that of any otber 
indtvidual in that part of England. 

The servant proceeded to Brierley, in 
obedience to the commands of his Lord; 
and the good fathers, with.gpeat shew of 
attachment to the person of the Earl of 
Clifford^ set about preparing their ac- 
counts for his inspection; and gave the 
necessary dirertions for inq^easing the ei» 
tablLshment at Kingsbiiry, and restoring 
that noble mansion to its wonted splen- 
dour. 

. The news of the expected return of the 
Earl was noised throughout the whole 
country ; but as the family at Beiton 
Grove, who were forbade to mentipn the 
circumstance, were the only persons^ be- 
isides Sir Humphrey Bohun, at present ac- 
quainted with the residence of Clifford, 

.he 
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he Still remained in as much privacy as 
before the disclosure made by De Burgh. 

As it was necessary to ascertain whether 
bis Orders had bfcen duly attended to, he 
determined, that after a fcw days. De 
Burgh should go to Kingsbury in person, 
and take formal pössession in .his name; 
and at the same time carry a friendly mes- 
sage to Fitz Payne. 

Bohun, who had travelled to Mordeford 
Castle with the utmost speed, announced 
to the Earl of Hereford the favourable 
State of convalescence in which he häd 
left Devereux ; and then surprised the 
Company, with an account of the disclo- 
sure which had been made by De Burgh. 
^' After this/' said Sir Humphrey, ^' I do 
not despair of discovering even the black 
spirit; büt, my dear friend- Bolebec, you 
must forgive my having enlisted a strong 
body of forccs to join us at Glandon ; 
and I have also promised, that my Lord of 
Hereford diall accompany me io Beiton 
Grove, to pay his respects (o -^th6 widow 

▼OL. II. M De 
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De la Poer, between whom and Devereux, 
by the way, there is a niatch about to ht 
made: what say you, Hercford?" 

" It nevcr was my inlention/' rcplied 
the Eari, " to oppose the y^ishes of my 
son^ in a matter which concerns him^elf 
so much more than .me; but I should 
-think there must be a great disparity of 
\ears between them. I could have wished 
\hat he had placed his afTections on some 
persen more nearly pf his own age." 

" Why zounds,*' said Bohun^ '' you do 
iiot think that he is going to be marriedto 
the old woman ! I oiily meant^ that be^ 
tween your son's Ipve and the widoWs 
contrivance, a match is ig be brought 
about, between Devereux and the daugh- 
ter of Sir Arthur Fitz Payne/' 

*' That is quite another affair/' said the 
Earl ; *' they shall häve my hearty concur- 
rence ; but I know that Fitz Payne is «o 
much connected with the Mohtfort faimly, 
that there may be tomc diflBculty about it; 
for the l^itz^Jfsimeü^'do not like m^ much 

bettef 
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better than they do Bolebec and yourself, 
and I should not be surprised if he were to 
object to the match/' 

'^ He dare not/' replied Bohun, ear- 
nestly; ^' have we not got the hermit on 
pur side ?. you do not recollect the influ« 
ence of the Earl of Clißbrd; we will 
pull down Abbotsford Castle about his 
ears, if he will not cdmply." 

'^ Yon have so much astonished me by 
.your intelligence/' said the Earl, ^' that I 
had forgotten that circumstance : indeed, 
what with'the pleasure it has afTorded me 
to. hear so good an account of my son, 
and the surprise of the discovery respectr 
ing Clifford, you have ^Imost driven away 
the gout/* 

^' And you might have addeu/' said the 
good-humoured JBohun, /' what with .my 
method of teil ing the stpry, and the pros- 
pect of a wedding, and the hopes of» 
jjfeeing a family of gfatidchildren, and 
nkany more such felicitous considerations. 
. V J&u^ come> Ralph, holst .tb^'flag ou 

M 2 ; the 
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the Castle, and set the cellars open, and 
bid the cook pfepare for as many guests 
as the hall will contain; and see that 
every one is made merry and comfortable; 
and be sure call the peasantry together 
from the neighbourhood of Holme Wood, 
and let them partake of the entertainment 
—and we will have a dance^ and Isabella 
de Bolebec and myself will kad the Com- 
pany." 

The Earl of Hereford recovered strenrgth 
dailyr-the amendment which he thought 
he perceived, on hearing so favourable an 
accoupt of Devereux, was not ideale and 
he was söon able to travel. 

Bolebec di&patched some of his servants 
to provide for the accommodation of his 
family on the road ; and- the old shepherd, 
his wife, and daughter, were sent forward 
towards Glaiidon, whcre they were to 
' take the superintcndance of the dairy, ^nd 
were generously provided for. 

The lady Bolebec, Isabellaj^ and Ed- 
ward^ attended by a numerous retinM, 

left 
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left Mordeford Castle early in the morii- 
ing, and were followed by Bolebec himselfV 
who overtook them before they had coin- 
pleted their first day's journey. 

They were met on the road by. a mes- 
senger from Glandon Tower, who was ac- 
companied by a stranger, with a Ictter, 
which he had refused to deliver to any one, 
save Sir Hugh de Bolebec himself. On 
being admitted into the presence of the 
JKnight, he knelt down and delivered the 
letter; nor could be prevaiied upon to 
qiiit that posture, until Sir Hugh had per- 
used the Contents, 

The letter was written by the desire of 
John Fitz Parnell, to inform Bolebec, 
that having engaged with an unknown 
l^night, at a tournament held before the . 
King of France, he had received a deep 
wound in his side, which left no chance of 
his recovery ; and finding his end ap- 
proaching, he thought it an act of justice, 
to confess before he died, that the villain- 
ous pJot for d'epriving him of his only son, 

- ' M 3 , had 
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had been solely contrived and executed by 
himself; that he had in disguise obtained 
admission into Glandon Tower, among^e 

r 

gucsts, at the entertainment giveri upon 
rhe termiiiation of the war; and in ihe 
course cff the time he was there, had siic* 
ceeded in attachiiftg to him the young wo- 
man who had the care of the chjld^ and 
prevailed upon her, by g^ealt promlses; lö 
assist in the intended theft. She had kc- 
conipanied him to a cottige a few milies 
from the Tower, where they remaihed 
cöncealcd for some tinie: at length, 
<>ro\vinff v/earv of her, he had resofved to 
carry the child to Warkworth Cnsitle, but 
Unding that she coüld not beinduced to 
part vvith it, unless byforce, and unwil- 
lingMo increase the infamyof hfs own 
conduct by any farther act of violence, he 
• had employed a trusty servant to convey 
her to a place of concealment. in a remote 
part of th^ country. About this time his 
brother, Sir Walter, having^ engaged in 
another;enterprise, which was discovered 
• by 
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by the vigilance of the Earl of Glocester^ 
the destgn which they had formed of ex*- 
eiting fresh dist'irbances^ and revenging 
the death of Shnön de Montfort, hnd becn 
friistrated, and themselv,e& compclled tp 
qiHt the kingdoin. 

There was now no time fo^- givingfar- 
ther Instructions irelativfe to the child^ and 
therefore, he had feit hijnself under the 
necessity of leaving him to the discretion 
pf the person to whom he had been en- 
trusted. He^ however, conveyed Orders 
tq his agent, that in case of an unavoid- 
able discpvery^ he should make his escape 
to France without delay — which he had 
accordingly done, and arrived there in 
time to inform him that the child was dis- 
covered by his parents; and to be made 
the bearer of this confession, and thus re- 
commended to the raercy and forgiveness 
bf Sir Hugh de Bolebec. He concluded 
with a solemn assurance, that nb other 
person besides h'imself and Agnes, was 
concerned. in the removal pf the child ; 

M 4 that 
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Ihat the bearer of the letter had been em* 
ployed byhim afterwards, and had merely 
- acted undfer bis orders ; and commending 
his soiil to the prayers of Lolebec, wished 
him a long and prosperous life. 

Sir Ilugh desired the man lo arise from 
his knees, and asked if he was ready to 
confirm that part^of the letter which re- 
' latcd to himself ? I!e declared his willirig- 
ness so to do ; and farther stated, that he 
was the eldest son of the shepherd, whom 
the knight had takenunder his protection 
Then again faliing on his knees, he con- 
fessed that he had set on fire the hermit's 
hut, to which he had been tempted, he 
Said, by the idea that he had betrayed 
him ; but for which, he had ever since feit 
the sincerest contritioh. 

Bohiin told him that he should reserve 
what he had to say to him, "tili his arrival 
at Glandon Tower, where the intef-cession 
of his aged parents wöuld be his best re- 
commendation to thie clemency of the her- 
mit, whom he had so grievously attempted 

to 
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to injnre; and that he mightattend him 
there on his arrival. 

Devereux continued progressively to 
advance towards a complete recovery ; 'and 
although his sptrits were still* agitated by 
the various emotions of hope^ love, and 
apprehension^ the conversation of the 
Earl of CliflTord, the widow De la Pber, 
and De Burgh, had considerably relieved 
his mind from the deep melancholy whicK 

. bad ät first thrcatened it; and he w^s con* 
siderably improved, befpre the arrival of 

. the Earl of Hercford and Sir Humpbrey 
Bohun> 

• 

The widow De la Poer, apprised of their 
Coming, determined, if possible, to pro- 
eure an interview between the Earl of Ile- 
reford and Sir Arthur Fitz Payne, before 
the former left Beiton Grove ; and when* 
De Burgh was setting out for Kingsbury 
by the desire of ClifTord, to ascertain the 
stalte of affairs there,^ and had received his 
directions to visit Fitz Payne, and express 
the salisfaction which he should have ini 

M 5 restoring;. 
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restoring the friendly intercourse and good 
neighbourhood, which had formerly sub- 
sisted between the inhabitants of Kings- 
burv and Abbotsford Castle, the widow De 
la Poer contrived to subjoin private in- 
structions to her brother, that he should 
endeavour to prevail üpon Fitz Payiie to 
accompany him on his return to Beltöh 
Grove. . *. 

De Burgh found that the monks of 
Brierley had not been inattentive tö the 
directions ^hich they *ad received. Nu- 
merous workmen had been sent to Kings- 
biiry, under proper superintendants ; and 
the Steward appointed by the prior at- 
tended with his accounts> which appeared 
to have been kept with great punctuality 
and exactness. In short, the commands 
of the Earl of Clifford had been as com-« 
pletely carried into effect, as if he had 
himself been present to attend the execu- 
tion öf them ; so that on the arrival of De 
Burgh at Kingsbury, he found every thing 
in such excellent condition^ so many ser- 
6^ vants 
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vants altending in their respective offlces, 
and such compleat order in every part of 
the establishment, that he could have 
scarcely believed that the mansion had ever 
been deprived of the presenrce of its 
Lord. 

He was so well satisfied with what he^ 
observed, that he presented the Steward 
with a handsome gift, and requested him 
to continue in the execution of his office, 
to which he gladly consented. 

Having taken possessron of Kingsbury;, 
in the name and by the authority of the 
Earl of Clifförd, its lawful possessor, he 
proceeded the hext day to Abbotsford 
Castle, and delivered the message with 
which he had been entrusted to Sir Arthur ' 
Fitz Payne. 

De Burgh was well known to that family, . 
to whom hrs presence was always äcce][ft- ^ 
able. He was, indeed, a pleasant good- 
humoured companion, and as h'onesta man 
as ever breathed. \ , ^ • 

# 

Fitz Payne appeared to be much grati* 

M a ^ ^ fiedi 
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fied by the attention paid to him by the 
Earl of ClifTord^ and eagerly eoquired if 
he were arrived in 'England ? 

De Biirgh^ wbo did not think himself at 
liberty to relate the particulars which .bad 
been entrusted to him, on the subject of 
ClifTord's late concealment^ raerely replied 
that he was; adding, that he had only re- 
ceived his commands a few days ago — but 
Avithout mentioning that the Earl was at 
Beiton. 

Fitz Payne informed him of the death 
of John Fitz Parnell, and expressed his 
regret at an event which had deprived him 
of the chance of sceing the Kingsbury es- 
tate descend to the right heir of the Mont- 
forts, its ancient possessors; as well as 
the sorrow he feit for the loss of his^ 
friend. ^ 

De Burgh, who knew that ClifFord was 
entirely unacquainted with this circum- 
stance, nevertheless, in order to avoid 
any particular conversation on the subject 

of bis affairs^ assented to tue opinion of 

Sir 
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Sir Arthur, thal it was the death of Fitz 
Parnell which had deteri^ined the Earl to 
retiirn to Kingsbury. 

^^ He is arrived at a vpry great age/' 
Said Fitz Payne; '^ what a noble posses- 
sion there will soon be for some fortunate 
friend, for I suppose the Earl of Cliffbrd 
will not adopt Sir Walter Fitz Parnell as 
bis heir, he had always so great a dislike to 
him/' 

;'^ I wish/* Said De Burgh, '^ I heartily 
wish, Sir Arthur, that you had a son; or 
eke, that ClifFord had one to match with 
one of your charming Maughters." The 
Knight smiled very complaisantly — he 
wished so likewise. 

De Burgh delivered his sister's meteage, 
and informed Fitz Payne of the illness 
with which Devereux had been seized on 
his road from Abbotsford, and the Jong 
Visit which, in consequence of it, he had 
made at Beiton Grove. 

The daughters of Fitz Payne were ia 
the room during this conversati^n. De 

Burgh 
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Burgh looked at Emma, when he spoke of 
the dangerous disease which had so seri- 
oiisly threatened the Ufe of Devereux; he 
observed that her cpuntenance instantly 
changcd, the colour forsook her Ups, and 
she seemed to breathe with dlfficulty. She 
could scarcely suppress the rising sigh ; 
and as she arose to quit the room, on 
son\e pretext or other, 'in a few moments 
afterwards^ he perceived a tear stealing 
down her lovely cheek. 

Fjtz PaynÄ did not seem to notice it; 
but expressed his serious concefn for De- 
vereux, telling t>e Burgh, that he had al- 
ready seen enongb ofthat young inan, to 
convince him that he woujd one day rival 
the fame of his illustrious father ; and in- 
deed, that at present he only wanted ex- 
pCrience to make him a good gerieraL— 
f^ My regard for him is so great/' conti- 
nued Fitz Payne, '' that his bein^ at the 
Grove,* is a strong inducement for me to 
comply with yoursister's invitation/' 

'^ Will not that inducement be still 

more 
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more strengtheiied/* said De Burgh, 
'^ when I inform you that Hereford him- 
seif is expected at Beiton in a few days?" 

'*= I should be most happy to pay niy 
duty to him/'replied Fitz Payne; *'many 
years have elapsed since I saw the Earl, 
"and there are few men for whom I have a 
greater respect. My conhexion ivith the 
Montforts has for a long time interruptcd 
our intercourse, but my respect for my 
cid genecal is unabated. I will certainly 
aftend you to Beiton Grt)ve; but I have 
some affairs to settle, which^ besides my 
inclination to keep you at Abbotsford 
Castle as long as I can^ must postpone 
our journey for at least a day or two/' 

De Bürgh could not refuse to await his 
convenience, and therefore only request- 
ed that Fitz Päyne would accomplish the 
business in band, with as muth expedition 
as possible. ^ 

You must know^*' said Fitz Payne, 

that Sir Michael Fettiplace has applied 
to me'in behalf of his nepheW/'whom he 

wishes 
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wisbes to introduce into my family on the 
footing of a lover. The old Knight has 
promised to settle lipon him his property 
at Swimbrooke, and I expect young Fetti- 
place berc to-morrow, for my answer to 
tbe proposal/' 

De Burgh thought.it very fortunate to 

« 

have thus, as it were by mere accident^ dis- 
covered what was going forward. It oc- 
curred to him that the hopes of his friend 
Devereux might depend on the event of 
the present houf; and, therefore, pi>r- 
suing the conversation, observed, thatbe 
supposed the young people already undcr- 
Stood one another ; ^' for/' added he, 
^' there is no happiness in the marriage 
State, when the knot is tied by compul- 



sion/' 



fC 



My daughter is too young to have 
formed any previous attachment/' said 
FitzPayne; '^ and she has been foo care- 
fully educated, for me to doubt her obe- 
dience to my wishes. I have not, indeed, 
Said any thing to her on the subject at 

present. 
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present, for I have never seen the gentle- 
nian myself/^ ^ 

Now then, thought De Burghj is the 
time for me to speak. '' My dear friend, 
I am persuaded that my long intimacy 
With you will be a suf&cient apology for 
the great liberty of obtruding any obser- 
vations on so delicate an affair; but were 
I in your place^ I would not be over hasty 
in eoncluding lipon the match at present. 
Who knows what may happen with regard 
to Kingsbury ? ^ I only mean that I should 
not be inclined to decidc upon the busi- 
ness, without first mentiohing it to the 
Earl of Cliffbrd. OH men always like to 
be consulted; and though you are not 
obliged to relijiquish your. design in con- 
seqiience of bis opinion^ it might be 
worth while to cijltiyate his friendship, by 
such a proof of your respect and defe- 
rence/' . 

'' De Burgh/' replied Sir Arthuft ''the 
same thought had already occurred to nqLe, 
The affair may be of great importauce. 

• l will 
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I will not stir a step in the business whhoiit 
Consulting the Earl." 

Fettiplace arrived the next day. He 
was personally known to De Burgh, and 
had been an officer linder Simon de Mont* 
fort. Hc addrf^ssed Sir Arthur Fitz Payn€ 
•%vith great conßdei'ice« and delivered a let* 
ter from h\s inde* 

Fitz Payne read it; and then addressing 
himself to the young gentlemaDi in tke 
prcsence of De Burgh^ told him, th^t »he 
was very sensible of the honour of an aU 
liance with the family of Sir Michael Fet*- 
tiplace^ but that circumstances had recent«- 
ly happened, which rendered it necessary 
for him to take more time, before he made 
up bis mind on the subject; and that; at 
present, he must be excused making.any 
direct reply to the proposal. 
. Fettiplace seetned not only surprised> 
but almost offended, by the coldness of 
this reception ;- and pressed Sir Arthur to 
mention the circumstances to which he 
alluded. The Knight tqld liim they were 
' entirely 
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cntirely of a . domestic nature, and of 
course, only of consequence to those wha 
actually belonged to his own family : and 
as he did not manifest any inclination tq 
introdiice the expectant lover to the 
young lady, Fettiplace soon took leave. 
' As soon as he was gone, '* I thought/' 
Said Fitz Payne^ ^' that it would not be 
right to tantalize the girl by introducing 
him ; but it will be time enough when l 
have consulted the Earl of Cliffbrd, for I 
sbali certajnly submit the proposal to his 
ccnsiderationi and be guided by his ad'-' 
vice, However, I dare«äy he will agree 
with me, that it is a good oflTer; and h* 
knows that Montfort hadagreat friendship 
for the family." 

De Burgh now pressed the Knight to 
rtiink of setting out for the Grove; and he 
agreed to accompany hinl the next morn« 



ing. 



The Earl of Hereford was so much re- 
covexed from (he göut^ that he perförmed 

hisT 
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his journey to Beiton more easily and ex- 
pcdiliously than he had expected. 

The meeting between himself and De- 
,vereux was tender and interesting; the 
countenance of the former still exhibited 
the languor of sickness, and exciied the 
sentimeiit of parental anxiety. Hereford 
affectionately embraced his son^ then 
tarning to iwe Earl of ClifiTord— ^' I do 
not cöngratulate the Earl of ClifFord on a 
disclosure which^ as it was iinnecessary for 
the produclion of the sincerest friendship 
and veneration, so can neither hejghten 
the one noraugment the other; but I re- 
joice that his friends have now bbtained 
a security for his contimiance among 
them."- 

The yenerable Cllffbrd pressed the hard 
of bis frifend between both his own ; but 
was unable to articulate a reply. 

Sir Hunrphrey Bohun enquired after his 

friend De Burgb, and being told that he 

was gone to Sir Arthur Fitz Payne's — ^' Are 

• - , you 
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you not veiy anxious for his return ?** 
Said he, addressing Devereux. 

'' / am/' replied the widow De la Poer; 
*' for I desired Iiim to invite Sir Arthur to 
return with him ; and am, therefore, at 
present in suspense> whether I raay expect 
him or not." 

At rmdnight, when every one at Beiton 
Grove was wrapt in* profound sleep, ex- 
cepting Devereux, who was revolvihg in 
his mind the possibilities which might ren- 
der the proposal which his father had 
kindly prpmised to make to Sir Arthur 
Fitz Payne ineffectüal, and tormentinghim- 
self by the antfcipation of disappointmeiit, 
a violent knocking at the gate disturbed 
the whole family, 

On opening the gate, a messenger pre- 
sented a letter addressed to the Earl of 

* 

Cliffbrd. It cpntained the following 
words — ^ 



ff 



My 
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'^ MY D£AR FRIEKD, 

I UAVB discovered tbe black 
spirit. Hasten to Glandon Tower as soon 
as possible. 

Ever youis^ 

BOLEBEC/' 



Cliflbrd occupied the apartment conti* 
guous to that of Devereux. Supposing 
that he must have been already awakened 
by. the noise at the gate^ he carried the 
letter to his Chamber. 

Devereux perused it, — '* Pray> tnj 
Lord/' Said he,/^ da not let Sir Humphrey 
know any thing of the matter. Some de- 
ception must have been practised, and he 
will set no bounds to his triumph." 

The Earl desired that the messender 
might be sent to hiro. He found that th6 
letter had been entrusted to his care by. a 
servant, who, having arrived at his cottage * 
in the dusk of the evening, and being Ig- 
norant of the road to BeltQn> had request- 

*ed 
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cd him to be the bearer of it; and to re- 
turn vi th any. answer which it might re- 
quire^ vhilst he remained to rest himsejf 
at bis cottage ; but the man neither knew 
whcnce the letter came^ nor to whom the 
servant belonged that brought it. 

Secure, ' therefore, from any discovery, 
it was agreed upon between Cliffbrd and 
Devereux, to account foir the disturbance 
which had happened in the night; by say- 
ing that it was a messenger with a letter 
for the Earl of Cliffbrd^ without explain- 
ing futther particular§. 

However, the Earl of Hereford was en- 
trusted with the secret, and he was scarcely 
less astonished than CUfTord him$elf at the 
Contents* 

The widow De la Poer supposied. it to 
be a communication either from the Abbot 
pf Brierley, or from her brother, in conse- 
quence of his visit to Kingsbury ; but Bo- 
bun^ wiljiout giving hiqoself aiiy trouble 
to form a serious conjecture^ or the least 
ausplicion of the real fact^ said that it was 
' , • a letter 
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a letter for Devereux from Abbotsford 
Castle, which he had prevailed upon tbe 
Earl to acknowledge for his pwn ; and ra}- 
lied hitn about the contents^ .until ClifTord 
shewed him the cover, which, not being 
in the hs^nd writing of Bolebec himself, 
was not likely to lead to detection« 

*' Well," Said Bohun, '' if it be not 
from Emma Fitz Payne, I am sure it must 
come from the black spirit. " 

'' Take care, Sir Humphrey,** saidClif- 
ford, smiling, " it is lU jesting with edg€^ 
tools — you do not know how soon he may 
pay you a visit." 

When Fitz Payne and De Burgh arrived 
at the Grove, the two Earls were gone to 
take a long walk on the bank of the S^^ 
vern. Sir Arthur paid his respects to the 
widow De la Poer, and then congratulated ' 
Devereux, on the advancement which Kf 
was making towards the completjß recy;^,. 
very of his health; at the same tiine^ ex- 
pressing his regret for the illneaf^^which bä 
had suifered^ and the ^Iteration IpMch it 

V had 
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had madc in his looks^ since he had th^ 
pleasure öf sceing him aft Abbotifora.- 
Devereux enquired earnestly after the far* 
mily at the Castle, and was informed -in 
reply, that the eldest daughter of the 
Knight had been seriously indisposed for 
aeveral days. 

'• Yöu should huve browght herTiither,** 
Said Bohun, '* for the widow De la Po^r 
16 fhe best nurse in the kingdom ; ft is as- 
Cmikhing what "servioe her «ttsistftnce has 
ttnderedto Deveneox; andTUengage for 
it, youv daiighter wcnild havfe recovered m' 
a few days— do you not think so/Deve- 
teux V* 

The countenance of the latter betrayed 
his confmion ; he eonld only reply, ^' that 
he was under infinite obligations to the 
kindness and hospitality of the widow, 
which had so greatJy icontributed to his 
H)W« amendment/* 

It had been detertnined not to niention 
to Sir Atlhur Fitz PayHe, that the Earl of 

MOL. 11. n: Clifford 
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Ctifibfd vnas ac Beiton Grove ; ^nd 4»n hiff 
retucn from his walk, he iromediately re^ 
tired to bis own apartmentj and senl for ; 
De Burgh> who gave him an exact aiid 
satisfactory account of his proceedings ai 
King&bury« and of his reception at Ab« 
botsford Castle. He also related the co»* 
versation which had • passed respecf ing 
Fettiplace. 

In the mean time^ the Earl of Hcretori • 
had an interview wiih Sir Arthur 7ita& 
Pa]pne; and the first campliments being 
pvir, determined to lose no time in makr? 
ing Ihe inteqded proposal; It was very: . 
oppörtunely.introduced by the widow Dt^' 
la Poer. The Knight had been thankkig'. : 
her for her attention to DevereuVj «q4v: 
added> in the mpst friendly mannef^ <hA 
he- had ^o great a reganl for the Yonngv 
m^n, that he considered her kindfiess zhr-ji 
vour conferred upon himselfi « v v-^ 

'' The imethod by which, Str Knigfat^.ji 
you can easiljr repay the obligatioib". sasf ic 

--■■■' v-ii ^^ibtr^! 
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fhte widow, *' 1% to complete what I have 
begun. The recovery of DevereuK de* : 
pends principaJIy on yourself/* . ?; 

Fitz Payne appeared to be surpris^ ; 
indeed, he had never entertained the most 
distant idea* of what was passing in the 
minds both df Deviereux and of bis daugh-** 
ter^ whose Indisposition was, in reality, 
occasioned by the intelligence of the ill- 
ness of D^ereux, Vrhich had bceh brought 
to Abbotäford Castle by De Burgb. 

The £arl of Herefor4 then briefly^iex-^^ 
plained the afiair^ and concluded with telU 
ing bim/ that he hoped he had no objeo 
ti<at:to receive bis son into the family ; 
and tbat he might be permitted tö pay bis • 
addi«^6ses at Abbotsford^ in form. ^ 

Sitz Payne, who would have readily 
prefj&rred Devereux to Fettiplace> as a 
busband for bis daughfer, was yet doübtfui 
whether he ought to venture upon a step, 
by wliich he was certain to disoblige one 
oHriie tWQ parties^ witbout at least con^i« 
natiiig the favour of CKfionL He there* 

N S fore 



forc sard, that in an affairöf so mti^h ttjfk* 
scquetice, be hoped the Earl woiild excusft 
his dedining to ans%v^r bis proposal^ ufntH 
he had time to con^iiir with a part^coTdr 
friend, by vrhose opinion he was in sothe 
mcasiire bonnd to regulate bis deteriilifta« 
tinn ; at the sanie time, expressing hh äo 
knowledgnicnts of the great honour t:on- 
fcrred upon biro, by the oflTer 6f sitch an 
allianre, and repeafing bis declaraiion of 
regaixl and csteem for Devereux, 

Hereford replied, tbat the object be bad 
in View was to secnrc the bapptness of bis 
son, by promoting a iinion witb a ydung 
lady, who was represented to him, as 
po*osessed of every accomplisbment lÄely 
to make the marriage State hä]^y ; th^t iti 
pbiht of rank and fortüne, Devereiux was 
ehtrtled to considerbimselfat least'eqtol 
to'tnöst yoofig raen in the ktrigdom ; and 
in djspösi-tion and endo\*rtents, lt was not 
the partiality -of thefather, btitthe jiistice 
öf the man^ which ^oröpe^ted bitfito %a^^ 
i*bat there. w^eifc few who häA silperidf 
- '' ' Claims 
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ehim%.io attention. He said, that he \youId- 

tfeadibf ai^mit the prudence of not.deciding. 

btstily on an afiair af so much ampor« 

^nce> and on "whi^h the bappiness not 

only. joE the indi^^iduals theiuselvcs^ bot' 

perhaps of Cuture gencrations^ inigiit d^ 

pend; but he adiied^ that it was due to 

his own honour; anjdk the. f^lings of his 

son^ to entreat that a speedy an&wer might 

.b&given tO' his: proposal» *' whicti» hovv-* 

evcr^''' ^onduded UiQ Sarl^ '' yyu vciU tüß 

pieas»cLtoc nuaucnab^jr^ Siü AjctKur^ is 9»- 

• ttf^^ GoaditioBal^ and sub^eict ta %h^ iin^ 

biassed and uninfluenced decision oi the. 

. 3Kx^g lM>i ha«Ql£'''^ 

.'.¥itz. £ay.ae assured the Earl thaihe hs^ 

ua dicaire io. :pcaora%tinat« (h^ buaiaejn^ 

madk lessL UX'triäe witb htm mA hk m9i. 

.for ^hon he eafiertaineck the sbof^oal it^ 

gard aud good opioian ; hut that ibe death 

of his late frJenä ^la: P9rneU> faad oco«^ 

sipne(l so 4ftuch uncorlainty re^pectiag the 

iUt ure possession of the extensive do^ain« 

tber Bai^l öf^Cliffbrd, :(\vhicHf nearly 

N 3 surrounding^ 
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surrounding Abbotsfoid Castle^ rendered 

bim, if not dependant upoo the propiiflor 

of Chat esttite, at Icast liable to greali jn- 

.'convenience, if he neglcGted lo culthmte 

*..hi8 frieodsMp), that it was absolutely oe- 
cessary for him to be satisfied that fae 
should not gtve offence in that quarter> 

' by grafifyJng his own wisfaes on the pve- 
sent occasion. ': 

^^ Lei US understand each other»" satd 
Hereford ; *^ de ybu agree to the matcbj 

• ftubject to the dectsion of the Bari ofClif- 
' ford, provided the lady have hd objec- 

• *tkm?V, ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ >■■ 'l 

-• ^^ I do not mean exadly tbat^'^ r^tpHed 

FitzPayne; ''I have no particiilar ^^wish 

'y^^ö cönsölt the Earl of ClUford, as anindi- 

tidtaial-ä^iit I am ready to cotsent tö the 

• 'iRarrJag<( of your son with my 'ddughter, 

provided the possessor of Kingsbtiryy-ibe 

« be whom he may^ is agreeable to tt/' . 

Agreed/' said the £arl ; and they c6r- 
dially «hook hands. 
( «ij Hereford withdrevr. Bobun and Deve^ 

reux 



V ** 
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_ * 

retnt i?ad'gone to the Earl of CliflTord's 

: Apartment, to arrangethe plan t>f*theif 

;Jooniey to Glandon Tower^ v/faieh the Earl 

was more particularry an xious ro com^ 

fflericef witbnur delav, on account öf the 

l'etter he had recehed frpin Bolcbcc ; and 

Sir Humphrey, because he wa& novcr so 

bappy as in the Company of that amiable 

and exctllent famrlv. 

The Eat'l of Hcreford entered tHe room; 
and addressing himself to Cltfibrd^ fn^- 
. formed him of the conversation wbieh had 
}ttst bePore caken place with Sir Arthur 
VUz Payne.— " Thtis, my good Lord," 
«ttd he, *•• WC are now suifors fbr yonr fä- 
. voiir.*' \ ' " ]' 

"' ^^ This IS tfie very thing F wished," mud 
jBohrun; '^ irow, my noble Clffibr^i fbe 
; Arst act of benevolcncc in your piro- 
xer character; h to rendieif our yoimg 
friend happy for life. You will not. he 
Jong in scttftng the balanc^ between Fitjr 
Payne's inclinatron and iib iutrresf ? and 



'» '." 
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thus put an end to all this sigbing^ and 
doubtj and despondency !*' r: 

The £arl of Clifibrd looked unusuallj 
grxye, and replied, with more than mud) 
seriousncs^ — ** Whateverbe in my pQwer^ 
Dcvcrcax may command^ bat I have $eri- 
ously defcrmined never to exercise autbo^ 
rity, for thc purpose of restraining or in- 
fluencing others. Every man who is cpnr 
tj^olled by such authority is ^ slavq^ ^ither 
ta bis own selfishness or timidity» . qv to the 
tyranny or insolence of bim to v^honii hf 
is in suhjection. . This is my det^rm^na^ 
tion^ and. tiie success of Deve^eu^ oaust 
entir.ely .depend upxux bimself-^^^b^ q^mt 
be the arbitcr of bis own fate !" 
:. J^evereux. wha a momeot before bad 
l^epn •.elevated on the pianacle ofbogpe;, 
and copfiding in.the promise of Cj^ff^^ 
}}ad almost calied the lovely ^innaa b|i( 
owr\^ was now reduced toa conditiop bor- 
^ering qu despair. De Burgb thougl\t 
ihfi Carl had taken ofience at th^ freedom 

• ' . • • ',■•.* •• ■ # ■ ' • ■■ . • 

^ with 
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with which he had been treated by l^hunu 
Hereford %^as astonished; änd began to 
i^ispect that this extraord^pary and iinex- 
pected refuSal, to render assistance where 
it was so miich wanted, was thc eflfect of 
C5aprice; biit B^l^unji W^Oj IR the long ex- 
perience which he had of the generosity 
öf Clifford's disposition^ had never known 
Klirr either forget a prömise^ or neglect to 
serve any one whom he coiild benefit by 
Kis assistance, felt^convinced thal every 
thing woufd end satisfactorily. 

A general pause enswed. " Cöme/' said 
Böhiin, " put an end to this druidical mys- 

terv."' 

The Earl of CJiffbrd drew frpni his bo-- 
sötn a scrap of pavphinßpt, qn4 prpsentiTig . 
it to Dcvereux, said — " Try the efTect of ' 
this charm, and ^sk Sir.Artl^ur Fitz Payne. 
fö read it." 

It was a deed of gift of the magnificetit: 
paiace, wMch Devereux had so much ad- 
mired, and th^ jintpense po^ssions at- 

N 5 täched: 
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^tached to it The form^S of law were tben 
more quaint than tedious : it was couehed 
in the foHowing terms : — 



To hold tbc same of him in üee, 
John Oevaeiix» I give to thee. 



t 



TheaennoBl wasbomd topij» 
Unto thc Kinc, by ni^ht oi day» 
Ob tbfle and thine, 1 bind,aad laj. 

At WcftnünstcTa on bended knee» * 

What time nor lics^ tboald cn)lp«ocd he» 

A i^M of dalegrout prescBted^ . 

WM>«lwayt gcaoioasly re^crtcd; 

The cup and coTcr« at a fce, 

The Kiof[ returned unto me. 

Bot tnt he dipp*d therein his hands> 



r-J 



• ■■■ ;. : 

The King returned unto me. 



And ttioa confirm'd to me my land^ 

' I 

; , . This tcnrice being paid by thcc,. . - , 
Unto thc King^ on bended knee^ 
Thy lands from foc and buigagc free». • 

; JlW^»«f,my8elf,thf EarlpfO^^ ,^ ., .^ ...^ 
.- , AndWiUiam^ £aii,qf J|;Ij;r^fiDrd« , , 

. Sir Humphreyi o(MQSdefofd| * * * 

Suraam'd 
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Sufiuun*d.BobuD| oftiicieBt rights- ■,) 

Arthui Fitz Paync, tbat worthy Knighc> 
And John D& Rurgtiy of Lafigfbrd ilight. 

Wbich I confirm, and so foitooth^ 

Have bit the wac» with my wang tooUi.'' c 

The whale Company werc astonished-; 
hut v^hen Herefi^>rd atteinpted.to retum 
his acknowledgments for so exlraordinary 
an instance of mimificence^ the venerablc 
Cliffbrd interrupted hiro, by mying — ".it 
is a very small thhig for inet<ii give awajf 
that for which I hav« no use; My feelingg 
would never ällow me to set ray fbot over 
the threshold at Kiogsbury : am I not' 
going, to visit nry. friends at Glandoii 
Tower^ and thence to Ashbtiry^ and cao^ 
such an old man löok beyond the teraiina- 
tion of a few months, for the arrWai af 
that pffiod^. ivhea he shall be received into ' 
the mamion of etemal rest ? SevereiiKi 
owes me no thai^ks for .rettderinjgp my«df 
happy«^ by contributing to his comfort« 

nf 6 v^hhouti 
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vrithout deviating from my own resplu- 
tions." 

Bohun took Devereux by the arm ; the 
latter was lotally deprived of utterance, 
and Sir Humphray well knew4hat ClifTord 
would not endure any compliments. He 
led: him into the presence of Sir Arthur 
(Filz. sPayne, and with a low bow^^ said^ 
t'-Permit nie t^introdiice the possessor of 
lUDgabury> who is about to become 4i 
^eighbpuv to you, Sir Arthur/'' Devcreuji 
^Ubeld tiMd parchrhent'in his band, and 
«SokuO' perceivitig- that Fitz Payne waa 
3MarIy- asmuch^ast^nished as Deveretix 
lHinself;iniin€diat4;ly.took it.from hini^and 
:f«ad it «udibly before the Knigbt« andth^ 
riiiidoW' De bi Poer« ' 

• ^Pi'ts^ Payne embvaeed his intended eoor 

'An4a^9f, vand wa» then ioformed ihat \ht 

JEUitI of CSiffbcd wg» at Beiton €mt«. B^ 

hasteDel to pay his respfc tsL{ and womM 

1Iiav6^ touched -.upon- the subjeet of läs^ 

puncetf aniinificeAce^ ^4ilU ibe. -Edrli fW-* 
: i^ .: : . venti^d 
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vented him, by enjoining the ätridtcsf sr- 
Icnce on that topic. 

It was impossible to restrain- Devereux 
from aii immediatejoiirncy to Äbbotsford^ 
and CiifTord wasalmost equaliy anxLlous to 
proceed to G4andon Tower. It was there- 
fore agreed lipon, that the Ear) and Bö- 
htm should set oiit the next morning; 
thal Dev€feux »hpuld accompany Sfp Aj- 
thur Fitz Pavn« to Äbborsford Castle :. 
and that the Eurl of Hereford, wth ttle 
widow De la Poer and her brotheri cfaould 
feave=*the Grove thtf day folldwing^ and 
pro^eed'to iWoodstock, where tbey 'vreve 
lo berejoined by Sir Arrhiür nnd PfeV*- 
feux; and if the Lady Fitz Paytt« e^u^ 
be prevailed wpoa to undertake so loifg ä 
jo^rney, by herself and her daught^rs. 
Bohiin had- insisted tkai every one «hotild 
bind himself by ä pronriäe trart >to^. eixöeed 
ten days, befdre be nade. bis appofirance 
at GlandoR Tower^ ai> -he said/ he wai^'di- 
termined to keep^ a tnerry Cbpisfmas 
th«f«;'; 

Clifford 



A 
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Clifibrd . and Sir Humphrey rcached 
G4andon^ without any fhing retnarkable 
having occurred on^ the road. The former 
was much entertained by the historical de- 
tail which Bohuti gave bim as they rode 
aiong, of the principal event$ m which 
he had borne a conspicuous part during 
the late war^ more especialiy as they 
passed near the scene of those exploits» 
' They were rcceived at Glandon^ with 
the accustomed hospitality and kindnessof 
Bolebec; 

C]iffbrd, Miha was impatient to hear *tte 
-explanation which the letter of Sir Hugh 
had' promised him; seized the edfliest op- 
portiinity of speaking to htm alone. 

Bolebec inforined the Earl of the com- 
municatiori' whieh he had recdved when 
:•)!. the road froni Mordeford/ and tiie stib- 
ttquent confeasiori' of the man who 
brought it^ and:, who voluntarily acknow- 
ledged that he^set ßre to the bermitage« 

He was afterwarda brought into the |W0- 
aence of Sir Hugh de Bolebec^ atGlimd^n 

Tower, 
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r 

Tower, and thcre made a compleat disclo- 
sure of the dcception which he had prac- 
tised, in Order to impose upon tbe hermtt 
at Holme Wood. • 

He informed Bolebec, that afeer baving 
left his father's dwelling, he feil in with a 
banditti, who were very expert in the^ 
commission of various frauds and decep- 
tionsj by which they. imposed' on the ig-* 
Borant and unwary, and despoiled tbem of 
their property. 

One of this gang was a ' foreigner^ wlx> 

possessed the remarkable power of-^being 

able- to modulate his voice in such a hian- 

ner^ ihat hecduld cause it to be heiii4 äs 

if proceeding from Various parta of a . 

Toocn« or from any object animatc er ina-' 

niinate near ta him« It was eflfected. by^n 

.internal effbrt^. unaccom^panied^.by tibe 

sQiallest molion of hi& Ups ; and he - was so 

expert in the Performance of it) and so 

exact in h\ß imitations of diflfeBent toic^ 

and soundsi: fhatke had occasionetl a fian 

t^ fUlldj9.w«fea.jSt»ck,Q(;ihayi ^jmitsi,Ü9S 

the 
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Ihe erios of a:ctt, which was supposed to 
have been immured in it^ and perishing 
with hunger. At anot4ier time he faad 
caused a \;aggon to be lutleaded« by imi- 
tating the voi4^eiOpan Infant, vrhkh seemedt 
to issiie fVom ninongst the packag^^ and 
ferrified the-driver alnroat out- of his 
scnsea. 

Tho feJIow, by frequen't- pröctfee, and^ 
the instructiarad of tht3' fbi«i||rner; »fter 
some time acquired a simila»^ power- öf 
vontriloquism ; 'and having bdcome the 
aei-vant of Fitz Parnell; often aölused' his* 
Laster hy an exliibitioin of his taienis. . He 
jSiH employedrtQ OQiuiuct£dwärd de Bok* 
becand l^is ntarse, froni the celtnge i'a 
which tfaey hadheen left by Rix ParneH,, 
Hb fiFSt removed them to the hut.' of a/ 
ivroodman, to which' he teid occa&ionä)!^ 
vetreated, and frpm thence to .the rüiiu» df 
fiosemont. Castle; tvkerei ftndin^g irv^iy 
difficuk to procuFe fooA'forthtcnj.withöUt 
mcifing suspicions^ which he was appre- 
hensivo nvght l€ad to ai det^tti^^ ö^^lÜe 
j^' ' place 




pl^ce öf C'lieir concealment^ be had devisccl 
tha scheine of trying the efiect of bis art 
vpon the hermifc. . ■■■■■.■■ i t 

He accördin^ly visited : him in the 
mght^ an4 haviag found bis fint efToit 
«ivcces^ru]^ frequeintly rep^aled ir> in the 
n)anner w'hich kas be^n alre^dy related ^^ 
tbrowing th^ SQund of bis voice in diK- 
f?/Qeu,|)dirpC(^oQSy; ^meliiTie^ c^using ii to 
'I^SMe fvom ihe. be4: 9p! wbicb %]ße h^^mit 
]^, SAnfietMWes JVom bj$ cbair> a^d dÜ^ 
.yent^rlR.qjt'tW^ljul. . '. 

He knew thaC it was of great iof^f^wl^nac 
ito.pi^m^( li^iiu f^Qo^ c(^nski^g' t^ tihe Juins 

xnreuV>o{ied wbe^q. (be voiwn >va^ H^ a& 
t^j:ward$ thooigbt it'would.divert t^e: hei^ 
fXiit frarp theiotentian be skt ^t expr^s^e^i 
4Cff gQ49g in s^afch qC ber^^ if b^ grätig 
jbji; Q^riosily.by tbe scw^ whwb |m hee« 
Wf r>tiqned^ ^ tftt^iog plaf:^ «n tb« hUl mal: 
tba h^rmit^; a>n4 be tbn^. abUwed |t 

He 

' 1 ■.! . 
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He fouikd ihat the character he had- ^ 
aumed of the black spbriti had enableit bim 
to make a strong Impression on the ihind 
oF the hermit; but he was aston-ished <at 
bis holdne«. in follovrinv -bim to Cfie 
grotto ami/:'g therorks; and wben he fe«- 
Borted to the practice of whisperiAg'ih bis 
car, at the very entranre of- the recess 
info which he bad just • reffred; fa^ bad 
■carrely any hope remaining^thathefiboiild 
nvoid a discovery. He bowe^er alle- 
ceeded by this manceuvrev andiMcopKd 
detectioiv. 

' He had promised to make Iria fatberaird 
mötber partakers of the reward wbich- be 
•ejipccted for his fiddify to Fitz Pärnell ; 
a^d intended^ wben the child sbould bave 
becn removed to a place of acdtfrity, to 
bare visited Rosemont again ; wben he 
had resolved to send some person to the 

« 

bermit, with a present, in retirm for the 
|)rovisions with which he had beenf^sup^ 
plied ; and had^ in a sort of parabolical 
manner, alJüded to this Intention^ wben 

• he 
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■ jiä toldr the hermit thät a sfraoger s&ould 
^Afisir hioot from a dlsfant: country, ond ex- 
• 'phin the mystery of the transactioo. Lest 
:..hefshould not be able fo äccomplish bis 

• design^ he left some noney in the pitcher^ 

:.the last time he visited the hermitage. 
When he found that the child bad been 
carried away from Rosemont^h^concluded 
l.jhat Ihcr.bermit had given intelligence to- 
. the neigkbpuring cottagerSi and a^ he^had 

joomoittted some depredations ampng their 

;>:ffmp$rtyii.he expected every moment to 

become the victimi of their resentmeüt« 

huntiltbe terror of his mind increased to 

^ßuch^.degree, thaf he was prompted' to 

• the,)ftjlai|iouseflrort toburn the hermitage, 

,for whiob.he.bad ever afterwards feit the 

ideepest remprse. 
" ,;^ The maa confirmed the truth of what be 
^ 8aid^ by exhibiting sirailar powers to tbose 
. .whicb he; bad described^ in the pre^c^nce of 

Sir Hugh de Bolebec and his attendants ; 

ilideed) it- required no additional prooF^ 

/h^des-itsexÄCt agreejnent .with the cir- 
'•■ cumstances 
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cumstanres ^vhiclv hart hafTpened withm 
Ihe knrowiod?c ^t Loiebec him&elf. and 
the narrative related by the hermit. He- 
liad^ therefore, iovwa^'ded a nofcißcatiott 
oT the discovery to the Earl of Cliffbrd, 
dnd novv siubpiitted the (Kirty to bis justice 
and disposat. 

Cliffbrd dcsim) t>o see the mart, and oft 
his er fori ng the rooip, asked him whether. 
he knew the black spirit oP tJie Wjre? 
The fjpilow^ who bad already uivdar&lood^ 
fhat the hormil hr\J been transfbrvnect kitt^ 
tlie Earl of CIifn)rd> f^ll oii bis knees skkI 
enlreated Pnrjriveries». ' * 

• ■ *'- lask you/* said Gliffordi V- aye-yöu 
•the spiril who visiff?d my fiermft«ge-?^ ' 

The man immedü'^tely awawered by tlie 
usual whisper, " I am, my Lord, tmd l 
ßupplicatc yoiir mercy."^ 

I freely forgive you,"^ said fhe Earl ;: 

but teil Hie how you^ perfbrm 4hi& won-r 
derful deception.''' 

He repiied» ^hat he- could not sieeeuiit!' 
for the manner ia wbich it. wa£^ di^iie ;^ 

■ ^ - 

tba& 



er 
u 
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ihit be compressed his throat by a ^'^oluh- 
tary effört; «and tbat he perceiveÜ a great 
internal cdtnmotToin, whichHvasdiffereritly 
modulatedi as be co'nveyed ihh voice to 
objeccs 'ntore -or less distant firom trihi. 
He then gave ^everal probfs of ventriloi- 
quism. 

^^ Hereford was perfectl y right," said the 
Earl, turtring to Sir Hugh de Botebec, 
^^ when he said^ that as an explanation of 
litis aflfair iriuät reach us through the me- 
^Ibtn of bur corporeal seriscs/ il must rc- 
S0hfie itscif inf o plain matter of fa et; capa-^' 
ble of deraonstration." ' 

w The man waschen ordei'ed tb lifithdraw. 
. The'Earl of OlifToiÜ reqiiesied Boiebec«. 
npt to diäcloae- to Bohün -the discovery 
wh}ck>had been^ tnade. i "/I;could* *??sh/* 
added'he, '^^ to cönvince Sir'HbOTphi*ey4)y* 
an e^perilhenf; if I thoUght he wöüld not 
be tcrnfied^by it^ 

Bolcbec vafis^ted,' önd tiiey 'Ägwed- 
iTwrtf^^fl» bhck «pirit shbirld yisit .®öHun, 
Wtitb he'^^elired 4o Msckwiber. ' 

'■^^'■- In 



's: 



3S<^ TaBiGBKV FBXAX, AHO 

In Order to tnark the rcspect vhich- tW 
family of Bolebec was desirous of «hewiDg 
to ibe £arl of Ciiffbnl^ he was lodged in 
what was denominated the state-room, aonl 
which was never hefore öccupied hj znf 
one besides tbe King himaelf, atnd Prioce 
Edward^ on bis late visit to Glandon 
Tower. 

Bohim was accommodated in the aparte, 
roent which had usually been appropri^ 
ated'to him wben he siept at the Tower^r ' 
the same which he had so long oc'otipied^ü '> 
vihen he commanded tfie jgarri$oa:xn\dier:*^- 
absellce oF Sir Hugh de Bolebec. i-Hiffm " 
in one of the ^urrets^ which^ from7th^ c 
cirtnimalaitce^ was xalled Bohun's Tower. 
Thestaircase which immediately led tp ii^ ^' 
wa3^ f:>f stofl^ and a gallery .surrauneded 
it^ which bad a coromunication with tbe : 
leads. Rscesses had^been cut in the kolid 
Walls of this gällery^ which were of iin*«0' 
mensie thickness. In one et tbem, whicb ' 
was the nearest to that- part of ;the.cbaaiHi> 
ber wbere Bohiia's bed was fdaccd/ t^:.i 

Ventrtloquist 
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venfriloquis^ by order of Bolebec aA4 
tbeEafifif Cliffbrd^ wasconcealecl. 

it vas laie before the compaiiy ^epä-'^ 
rated. The Earl of Clifford had entet^d, 
with unusual chearfulness and glee^ rnto 
the conversation of the eyening ; and the 
vivacity of .Bohun had enlivened the 
guests^ by incessant sallies of wit and fieu* 
santry. 

The Knight was one of the last to re^ 
tiiT ta his Chamber ; and as he was prepar- 
ing.tostep into bed, W&s surprised by a . 
hoarBe Toice^ which thus addressed Hm^^'rj 
*' Incrediiloua Bohun» and 4i6st thou still ^. 
deay the existence of . our race f ^. . r 

He Started. The moon shone bright ^ ) 
intO'.tbe Chamber: he couhl see ao öne.- :' 
^ Who is it speaktng to me?'\cri€d he; 
turnlngl.toivards the door. ■ i * ;>•' 

\' I am the spirit of Arthur^'' «id the - 

Bohim involuDtarily Idoked rotifid to*»? ^ 
wands^ the -opposite cornef of the apart« . 
meal^ wfaence the voice seemed to pro-^^^ 

r^xuj^i . .' . ■ ceed — 
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d^d — he pcftT^tved - nothing but an -€td 
sword which stood thtre. '* Where ort 
thou fhen ?" said the Knight, "who, io ispite 
ofall hh fesolution, »was sorpriaed and^Mk 
tonished — ^' I can see nobody."" 

•• Neither can i," «aid the voice } ^' but 
ifthou wilt draw me out of the scabbard^ 
^e may look each other in tbe face. " 

Bohun could scarcely believe his eäfK 
IIc, however, ioök hold of tht swotd^ atid 
iramediately perceived that it wtas tfae 
same weapon which the Eai^ of St; Claif 
bad bröiight from Wallingford^ a reliek-of 
Kiiig Arthur, given to bim by Laisy, «he 
Governor, ^?hen Sir Hogh de Bokbethad 
eflfectefl St. Chir's enlargement. 

He drew' the sword, and exaidiiTed the 
bhde by theUght 'of the tnoon. -fie fati- 
cicd that he perceivcd it jarred his wfin, 
whilst the voiee seejtied to run along the 
Steel, and again addresscd hinj :•— " Carry 
me, I pray, to the Earl of Cliflbrd ; wy 
brother, the block sptrit^ bat aent to tties- 
sage to hin." 

3 Bobun^ 
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Bohunv Jho«gh not tcrrified, for he 
really did- not knew whatt fear was, was 
nevertheless pafpitating^ with stit-pendous 
wondcr. He took the naked sword in his 
hand^ and attempted to unboit the door; 
m Order to do it with mo*^ facility, he 
was about to lav down th« sword, which 
was one of those unwieldy' Instruments, 
rather fitted for a gigantic hand^ than that 
of a muft of ordinary strength. 

*' Do not hurt me/* said the voice; 
" carry me safe." 

Bohun opened the door with one band, 
whilst he still held the sword in the other. 
H<e descended Ih^ stairs— ^nd then recot- 

■ 

lected that he did not know in wliat patt 
of the Tower the Earl was lodgedv 

He was near tbe Windows of the kitchen. 
There w^syet a light biirning-^'' Is ^ny 
one in attendance?'' said Bohua. 
• A servant answered^ '' I will be with 
yoq immediately^ Sir Huraph^ey/* 

Tbe man Mlowed him.. 
^OL. if. , o '^ i^hew 
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" Shew mc the way to the Earl of Ciif- 
ford's Chamber«" said Bohun. 

The ser\'ant seemed to hesitate; he 
looked at the naked sword. 

" There is no härm« my friend/* said 
•Bohun ; *' but I believe this ^word is be" 
^itched. It has been talking to me.'* 

" Oh, Sir Humphrejj it is Arthur'« 
sword/* said the fellow. 

" Did yeu ever hear it speak?'' en- 
iqoired Bohun. 

" O yes, frequently, Sir." 

Thev walked towards the Chamber. 

" Knock at the door," said Bohpi)^ 
'' and teil the Earl not to be alarnfted ; I 
am only come to speak'to him *' 

The attendant obeyed: The Earl opened 
the door. 

'* My Lord/- said SirHumphrey, *' this 
is a Strange afiair." 

" What is the matter, Bohun ?" ^aid Cl^i^ 
ford. 

'' I can scarcely teil; but tbiSv sword 

actuaily 
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atrtually spoke to me, and desired me tö 
bring it to you; it has a message from tHe 
black spirit." . 

'' Pho, pho, Bohun, this is too Bad." 

'* By my soul, my Lord, it is true." 

" Where is the demonstrative prooT, Sir 
Ilumphrey ?'' 

'' Why I will swear tö the fact, and the 
servant Bas heard it.*' 

Bohiin Iboked at the swörd with atten-- 
tion. " Have I/' said he to himself, " been 
all this while adupe to my own imagtna- 
rion ? the ihing is impossible." He thirew^ 
the sword on tfie floor. 

'* How can you be so cruel? youhaxre' 
broke my back,** Said' the vöice. 

' " There/' cried Bohun, " are you sälis-- 
fied now?" 

"Spirit of Arthur," said the Knight, 

« 

" did not you desire me to bring you to- 
^e Earl of Cliffbrd ?" 

No reply was given. 

'' You hlTc destroycd the spirit/* said' 
v'^* ^ - o% eiiffbrd;^ 
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» 

Clifford ; *' perhaps he was killed by the 
lall." 

'* What shall be doiie with ihe sword?** 
sakl Bohun. 

" Carry it back again/'. said the Earl ; 
" I do not want to have any thing to say 
to Arthur." 

Bohun took the sword again into his 
hand ; when a groan, like that of a person 
in great pain, issmed fron?« the handle of it. 

*' What is the matter ?" said Bohun. « 

" You have almost killed me by the 
fall," replied the voice; *'did I not teil 
you th^t you had broken my back? Ob, 
my back ! my back !" 

Sir Kugh de Bolebec now cntcred the 
Chamber, and afTectei much surprise at 
the noise he had heard. 

" Bolebec," said Sir Humphrey, *' do 
you know any thing about this sword ?" 

Sir Ilnoh cast his eyes upoii it, and 
smilino; said—" Jt is St. Clair^s old sword, 
that which Lacy gave him at Wallingford." 

'Mt 
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'^ It has been conversing with us/' said^^ 
Bohiin. 

*'That I can never believe, iinless Ihear 
it/' Said Bolebec ; ^^ you must exGUse me^ 
indeed» böld Bohun ; it is too mucfa like - 
the black spirit." 

'r By my faith/' said Bohun, '^ it' de-^ 
dared itself te be the brother of the black>> 
spirit/' 

Bol6bec1äughed. 

ßohiin addressed the sword again, buT 
could obtain no answer; at last, having 
exhaiisted his patience, in fruitless efforts 
to renew the conversatron, h€ bade good 
night to the Earl and Bolebec, and once 
i»ore retired to bed, wherc he. lay rumi^ 
nating on the affair until morning, with-»- 
out having beenable to pjrocure a wink of ^ 
sleep. 

When he arose, he pröcecded in haste' 
to the apartment of the Earl of Clif&rd;. 
and recapitulated all the circiimstances pf 
the affair. Cliffbrd seemed tö be . very^ 

od little^' 



f94 THrCBEY FRIAX^ AKD 

filtk surpnsed %t it^ vhick Bohcn attri- 
buted to his former intercourse with the 
black spirit, of 'whose story he now be- 
lieved cvcry particle. 

The subject fiUed his mixKl oonipletelji 
he could neither think nor speak of amy 
thing b\it the sword pf Arthur ; but all his 
efiorts to make it speak to hrm dgain were 
inefTectual. 

In a few days the party froni Belton 
Grove, accompanied by Devereux and 
Sir Arthur Fitz Payne, arrived at Glandon, 
The ladies from Abbotsford Castle were 
detcrred, by^he weather and the State of 
the roads, fröqn undertaking the jouruey. 

The Earl öf Hereford had scarcely en- 
tered the gates of the Tower, bcfore Bo- 
hun introdnced his astonishing account of 
the sword. Bolebec gave the Earl a pri- 
vate hint, that a deception had been prac- 
tised upon him. He affe^ted^ thnefore^ 
not . to believe the possibility of 'the 
thing, 

3 '^ You 
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*' You migH as well admit;" said tlie 
Earl, '' that the black ispirit of the Wye 
was a real fairy." 

'' I do, my Lord/' replied Böhtm ; '" I 
believe it all; I sirbscribe to it in good 
faith; I will never more contend against 

'' But what proof is there?'* said Ile- 
reford. 

'' My own ears/' cried Bohan. "Iso^ 
lemnlv aver the fact." 

'' So did Clifford before," said th^Earl ; 
*' but yon were incredulous. Let ine see 
the sword." 

It was brought to' him. 

" This sword can no more speak/' said 
the Earl, *' than my walkihg-stick; there* 
must have been confederacy." 

" What confederacy ?" said Bokun^ 
somewhat angrily. 

*'Them5vn/' replied Clifford, '' whom 
you brought with you to my Chamber.^ 

Sir Humphrey was become almost 
fi-aftttc. 

•^ Ilave 
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" Have patience;*' said Clifford ; " ordcr 
the man tocotne in wholighted Sir Huni'»^ 
phrey Bohun to my Chamber^ ^hen the 
sword spoke.'* 

The servant altended. 

" Look ußon that person earnestly/' 
said Clifford* 

Bohun looked steadily at hihi. — " I have 
Seen him before," said he; " but I do not 
know when." 

'^ Do you remember the robbers in the 
wood?" Said the man. 

'^Ido// said ßohun, " butyou were the 
dümbone; you were not the fellow wha 
talked lo me." * 

^' I kncw better than to be insolent 
when I saw you, Sir Humphrey; I hope 
you will forgive me." 

*' What has this to do withthe sword*?" 
added Bohun. 

" It was I who spoke, not the sword/' 
said the man ; and immediately,by the de-, 
sire of Clifford, entertained the Company, 
by repeating the conversation with whicb 

he 
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hie had so cotnpktely deceived the Knight, 
throi^gh the means of his ventriloquism. 

'* I am satisfied about every thing rela- 
tive to this matter/' «aid Bohun ; '' but I 
have another question to ask — what was 
your real object in robbing that poor 
Vornan near the woodman's hut?" 

*' It was with an intention to procure 
clothes for Agnes/' said the fellow ; " and 
the woodman*s ison was the person who 
accompanied my brother and myself tp 
Rosemoiit ruins, with her and the child/' 

The Company were astontshed in tum, 
at the txplanation of the deceit' which had 
been practised ; and Bohun told the ven- 
triloquist, that if he would promise here- 
after^ never to employ this extraordinaiy 
faculty in an improp^r manner, but for 
tlie purpose of harmlcss amusement, or 
the gratification of rational curio»ity, he; 
would amply provid« for his mainteiian 
and Support. ' ; 

The Company were now as happy äs 

health. 
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beahh, fii^rdship. anil ?fPjerjce, conid 
n^?ke t^em. The genlie It^ux had 
the j-itis"art;on of findinsr that his Icve for 
the beautiti»! Lmma I iiz Payne was re* 
tiirnc<l by a reriprocal j^Pt ttion ; and the 
cnjoMF.ent of the comiorts which were 
prcsented to his future hojjcs, was aug- 
mented by intelligence whirh was brought 
from the Earl of St. Clair, that having 
been honolired by mans of peculiar dis- 
tinction» through the faxour o£ Prince Ed- 
ward^ he was pieparing for his return 
to England^ with that brave and gßllant 
Commander. 

St. Clair bad distinguished himself by^ 
the most heroic valoiir;* and had faithfully; 
and assiduously attended his royal raaster^ 
at the time he was wounded by a- Saraceir 
with an empoisoned. dart; and rescuedr 
from-death, by the magnanimity and af- 
fection of his beloved Eleanof. 

The expectation of the return of hen 
brother, animated the Lady Bolebea with 

the 
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the Hveliest joy, and diffused universal 
chearfulness among the guests at Glandon 
Tower, wiich was for a long time the 
:scene of festivity and' happine^l^ 
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CELIA IN SEAKCH OF A HÜSBAND, 

BY A MODERN ANTIQÜeT 

THIRO ZDITIO9. 

a vols. 8V0. 198. boards. ' 

Af^er rcac^ing in the Prefice to this Nove), a kind of con- 
fete-on that it was written in haste, in order to be fiist in tJie 
market, after the imprc^sion madc by CoeK-b-, we were not 
a liitle surpnsed to find it a production of so much merit. 

It is neithcr an answer to Ccelebs, nor a ridicule; nor an 

imiiation of it $ unless, indeed, tht heroitie> Celia Delacour/ 

sliOutd be compared to LuciUa btigiley« It is a poinied and 

weJUwritten sstii t unon theT«ilHM and vices of iavhior^able )ife, 

as contempl.ited t>y Ct)i>y in a Visit to her fovnisb sisfer in 

London. Cclia is nct liteially in searcb of a busband, not 

clocs &he find oni-, in London. She * as not indeed Yiktiy XQ 

fii d or.ei suitid to her ta'^te and feeünjs, among such crea- 

tiii'f as she ihcrr encnimtera- Wt are extremely sorry losay» 

thar, as lar as t^m kno\*ic<'ge et fashion^hle Jife foes, tho 

picui'j is gentrally iike. Wc ^av ii vvith the n,ore soi*ro\v, 

btcai.se we know it to be vtry pos^ible, that the vice.s and 

follies of one impuiiai t c ass may bring down the very worst 

«vUs iippn the whole Community. Jt is true» indeed, thar we 

Jcnow of some eminent exception^ to the gcneraf censui-e, b«t 

what aiv a few exceptions, whtn corrupt example so äbun* 

dantly prevails ? 

The anonyinous «modern antique** isapounced in the pre- 
facf as a fema e. Whether this be the fact or not, is of iittie 
ccnstqnencci tb«; wntejis ingmjpns, ancHppear» to have cor- 
rect vews b th- o.t y^h^t is tnd what sboulel be.- Instead of 
satiri&ing Coeieb:>, she er he speaks oFthat work in the rooat 
•cordial terms of admvsttion« 

BrUisb Critk, Od. xSt 9. 
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